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Pro. +8. Ver. 17. 


Hee that hideth his firmes , ſhall not : but hee 
that confeſ1eth and forſaketh th.m ſhall hane mercy. 
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To the right Noble Lorvp, the 


Lord Ec w axv,Earleot Bedford, 


Grace and Pcace from the 
' Lond. 


TS the fttle Fee gatbereth not FHonie for her 
RET [elfe alone, but for tl ers ; ſo, right Honoura- 
W ble, lam bud to preſent your = Leraſbip 
' with my Choice, my Care, and the Iuſſe. T he The Choice. 
& TAY. (ir/f, your Honourable ſelfe, aud in this, as 
LEE ONSSS you ares the hope of the rewining of your n- 
boubted Noble Grand-father aud Father : ſo my hearty well- 
wiſhmg( together with the Prayers of all t Godly) i, that 
what the Almightie graced them with, in you may beere- 
doubled. The ſecondis, the Fonnt tine whence the firſt had his The Cars 
_ ftrreame, andbemg in me (as a member of the Church ) what 
\ 4 wiſhto the ſame aſſured Aſſembly of Gods P wople, 7 leaue to | 
the alone determiner of all Controwerfies whatſoener. The laſt, Ty, 1gue; 
I commend tothe or.oly dire From of the Lord. New as the faith- 
full Diſpeſer of Gods Trath, was 4 man linked wnto mem af 
ſured friendſh i whileſt hee led : ſo I haning with care ous 
| fthenee collefled theſe his Sermons together, doe now wit 
fngieneſſ of heart preſent the ſame to your Lordſhip, and 
herewith am preſt ts performe all ſuch duties to your Hononr, 
:. 4: God ſhall enable mee w1'o, both in Prayer, for yoer health, 
> endmcreaſe of z4ale 10-the maintenance of his poore _ 
+» which [ hopes the onely ayme and end of all your Honourable 
prerpoſes. Thur with all other graces, 1 moſt heartily defire that 
Father of L1ght to errich you mm this life, and after this to blee 


Jou with immorialuie in that place of reſt for ener. 
Amen, 


* Yous Lordſhips ro command, 
W.S. 
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Tus. TIBET, 


Luke 29. Verſe I. 2, 2+ 4+ 5 
I. Now when Teſws entred andpaſſed through [ericho, 


2: Behold, therewas a man named Zacheus, which was the 
chiefe receiner of the Tribute, and was rich : 
3- And be ſought ta ſee leſus, who be ſhould be, and could not 
for the preaſe, becauſe hewas of a low ſtature. 
4. Wherefore hee yanne before, and climbed wp into a wilde 
Fig-tree that bee might ſee him, for be ſhould come that way: 
5 Andwhon leſwcame tot , hee lookgd vp, and ſaw 
bins, and ſaid unto him,Zacheus, come dawne 4s once ; for to day 
I myſt abide at thine houſe, 


2 2255IN the end of the Chapter 
þ n 3 CORP [of] before going , wee maylee 
| \ P#— OF '*{ how Chrift healed a man, 
124% PzA@\.1 blind in his bodily ſight, 
namely, Bartimews, whereby 
he ſhewerth himſelfe to be the 
Phyſician of the bodice : Here 
wee ſhall ſee how he cured 
{E [ES S> 4 one blind in minde,namely, 
2 02WJJ Zachens, whereby he ſhew- 
eth himſelfe to be the Phyſician of the ſoule, and there- 
fore the Sauiour of the whole Man. 
A 3 In 
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The Siners Conuerſion. 
In ſpeaking of Z achexs and his conherſion,, wee will 


obſerue foure circumſtances : Firſt, the place where hce 
was calle1, which was Tericho :{ccondly, the perſon that 
was calle{, Zackewsthe Publican. Thirdly . by whom 
an how he w3s called,by the voyce of Chrifl, And laſtly, 
the ft andfenit ofhis calling,his good contefſlions 
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Theft rſt circumſtance, 


| Yo thercfore for the place where he was converted, it 
appcarcth tobe Iericho, a Ciry not farre diſtant from 
Teruſalem. Tt was ſometimesa notable Citic , til! ir was 
ſubuerted and ruinated by the Lords Champion /oſna It 
was builded againe in the daies of eAhab, by Hie/thc Bc- 
thelnre, and remaineth at this day withthe reſt of that ho- 
ly Land, vnderthe Turkiſh Empire: ' Vnto this Icricho, 
the Lord"of Heaven and Earth veuchſeferh to come in 
the likenes of a Seruant, And 2s ſoſua compaſlel leri: ho 
ſeucn times,minding to d&ſifoy ir,ſo Chriſt the true /oſu2, 
reſorted oftentimes to Tericho, minding to ſave mt. Bur 
as inthe deſtruction of Tericho , ſoſua ſpared none bur 
Rabab the Harlor: ſo Teſts in his journey to Tericho, con- 
uertec none but Zachens the Publican. When Toſws had 
conquered and razed Iericho, he ſowed Salt in it ro make 
it barren,and curſed him that ſhould attempt to build it 
vp t yet in this barren ſoyle Chriſt kath his ſpirituall Har- 
ueſt, and in this curſed City hee hath a holy Temple, a 
blefſed building. Samaria that wicked Ciry , affordeth 
many that belecue in Chriſt, 1»bn 4. 39. And outof Gal!- 
le, from whence they thought no good thing might 
come, loby 1. verſe 45. Chriſt called divers of his Apo- 
{es : an1 enen in Tericho this curſed City , Chriſt hath a 
rich man thatisto bee ſaued, In cuery place Chriſt hath 
hischoſen. There is neither Tew nor Gentile , Barbarian 
nor Scythian,bond nor free, but Chriſt isn all, toall thar 
£211 vpon him, Row.1 0.1 2: 
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The Sinners Conuer/ou, 
The ſecond circumſtance. 


Ow followerth the deſcriptionof Zachexs, which is 

moſt plainely and fully fet forth vnto vs. The holy 
Ghoſt ſpeaking of Zachexs, and his Conuerfion,comes in 
with an Ecce, Behold ,as ifit were a wonder that Zachens 
ſhould be conuerted : Zachews was a Gentile, a Publican, 
and a rich man, and therefore behold a miracle; as if inthe 
Conuerſion of Zathexs , theſe three ſhoul4i bee conuerted 
at once. 

Z achens was a Gentile :2 maruell to ſee a Gentile be- 
come a Iew , that is, to belecue in Chriſt, Hee was a row. rt. © 
principall Publican ; a ſtrange thing to ſee a chicfe Cuſto» 
mer to giue ouer hisOffce: and hee was richalſo; a rare 
ermatter to (ce a rich manto enter into the Kingdome of #at.19.a3 
God: and therefore behold 2 Miracle, as if at this day 
the Turke , Pope,and the King of Spaine, were at once 
perſwaded to forſake their 1dolatry and Superſtition. 

Chriſt going to Icruſalem, conuerteth a Gentile, to (igni- 
fie the calling of the Gentiles : he conuerreth a Publican, 
to ſhew that notorious Sinners may hope to be ſaved, if 
they repent and amend, as Zachews did. Hee conuerterh 

arich man, to ſhew that all rich men arc not excluded 

from the Kingdome of Heauen, 

He was called Zachexs before his Conuerfion , but hee 
was neuer truely called Zachexs, till Chriſt ca!led him fo. 
His name ſignified, fimple, pure, honeſt; but his life was 
ſubrill, impure,and moſt deteſtable. Thus many are cal- 
led by honeſt names, whoſe deeds bewray their diſhoneſt 
natures,and vices oftentimes are ſhrowded in the habits 
of vertue,like e/£ſopes Aſſe, masking in the Lions skinne, 
till his long cares dere his folly, or like the Crowe that 
is deckt in otherPlumes , till cnery Bir | dos plucke his 
feather. 

A _ Zacken 


. The Siners Canuty ſoon. 

Z achens by his Prof. lion was a Publican, and therefore 
much detcſtedof the Iewes : for the Publicans were Ro- 
mane Officers, appointed to gather and receiue publike 
Cuſtome or Tribute.of the Iewes, who were at that time 
in ſubicRtion to the Romans. And amongſt theſe Offi. 
ccrs, Zachexs was the chictc, and (as it ſeerneth) Ouer. 
ſcer of the reſt that were in lericho, and therfore1n chicfe 
hatred among the Icwes, as one that chiefly fauoured the 
Romans tyrangy , andſcrueG to abri-ige their Country 
liberty , which ought not to be ſubic& to any Nation. 

Peſides, bee contemne1 the Ceremonies of the Tewes, 
an regarled not their Religion, nor liued after their 
Law, andth refore with the reſt of the Heathen Publi. 
cans, Was Excommunicate out of their Synagogue, Mae. 
Chap 18. 

Thus was he hated for his Profeſſion, becauſe hee was 
2a Publican ; and for his Religion, becauſe hee was a Hea- 
then. Yet was he beloued Br his wealth, for rich men 
haue many friends, Prowerb 14.20. And though they Coe 
neuer ſo wickedly, yet haue they ſome to take their parts 
If they ſpeak neuer ſo proudly, yet are there ſome to 
prayſetheir ſaying, Eccle, 13.23.24- 

Zachexs was a Publican, and therefore rich : for Pub- 
licans muſt needs bee rich, and Vſurers wil be wealthy. 
But rich publicans make poore princes, and wealthy 
Vſurers make many Beggers. In eucry prouince there 
were many Publicans, and therefore much poore people 
in cuery place : for where there be many Caterpillers, rhe 
fruit is ſoone conſumed; and where there be many Extor- 
tioners, Beggers muſt needs abound. 

By the Law of God, there might be no Beggers in Iſ- 
rael : but when ſo many Publicans were ſuffered to re- 
ceiue Tribute of the Tewes,contrary to Gods Law, no 
maruell though ſo many ſate and begged, contrary to 
Gods Law Lake 18, Johng, Afls 3. Bythe m a 


The ſenners Counerſon. 
God, there ought to bee no Beggers among Chriſtians, 
Pſat. 32-24, But when ſo many V ſurers aretolerated in a 
Chriſtian C6mon-wealth, contrary tothe Law of Chriſt, 
Lake 6. $.no matucll,though we haue ſo many O Bgers, 
contrary to the rind of Chrilt. 7 he poore (faith Chrilt) yee Leu.3 5.36.35 
ſhall have alwaies with you, but when you will, you may dos Marke 14.7, 
them good. and we ſhall be ſure to haue the poore a-mong(t 
vsalwaics, but we muſt make ſuch good prouiſion tor 
them, that they be nor faine to begge their bread, 

Thus was Zachexs rich to himſclfe, for he wasa pub. */4z 7 
lican, bur he was rich toward God alſo, for he had a de- 
firero ſee Chriſt, Almighty God whowazrrich in mercy, Ex Lukez.z, 
pheſians 2. hath ſo in{pired his heart with the defire of hea- 
ucnly riches, that whereas before his whole delight was 
in ſecking of wordly wealth, now his greateſt care is to 
ſec ke for heauenly treaſure, He now forgerteth what his 

Profc(hon is, and begins tobe of a new proteſhon : and 
hee whoſe heart was wholy ſet vpon carthly profit, is 
now |'ke ole Simeon, moſt deſirous to ſee his Saujour. 

The Tetrarch Herod, defiredtoſce Chriſt, and deſpiſed | 

him when hee ſaw him, Lake 23.$.114. but Zachexsthe R 

Publican defired roſce Chriſt, and reioycec when he fav 

him, like Abraham that defired tc {ce the day of Chriſt, 

John 8,5+. And therefore of the ſervant of Satan, Zachens 

15now become the Cl-ilde of «aAbrabem , which rcioy- 

ced to ſee the day of Cniiſt, Happy were his eyes that 

ſawſobleſſed a ſight, for many prophets and rightcous Lake re, 

men haue deſired to feeand to heare thoſe things, that 

Zacheus both ſaw and heard and could not ſce nor heare 

the ſame, If Jacob thought hiraſelfe happy, if that hee 

might ſee his ſonne /oſeph before his death, then ſurely Gen.45: 

thrice happy Zachexs , whoſe hap it was, not onely to ſee 

( as /acob did) but toreioyce ( as Mary did) in Chriſt his 

Sauiour, 

As Zachexs, was dcſirous to ſee Chriſt in Earth, ſol 
would 


The Sinners conuerſon. 


would hane the rich Men of our time, deſirous to ſee 
Chriſt in heauen. For although with the eyes of our bo- 
dy we cannot ſce Chriſt as Zachexs 4i4, ver with the eyes 
of our Faith wce may behold him as Crephen did, Afr 7. 
Bat if our Faith be ſo weake-ſighted , that wee cannot (ee 
Chriſt,yct let vs haucadeſfireroheare Chriſt in his word, 
whereby our Faith may be increaſed : for faith comes by 
hearing the Word of God. An41 as the Queene of the 
South deſired to heare the Wiſe dome of Salomon, (o let vs 
be deſirous tohearc the wiſedome of Ckriſt our Sauiotir, 
x Reg. 10, King Salomon Icttſome Bookes in writing , wherein 
is ſcene ſome part of his wiſeZome ; and Chriſt our King 
hath left vnto vs his moſt ſacred Word, as it were a taſte 
of his wiſedome, ſufficient matter for our ſaluation : this 
is thathcaucnly feode , Hat. 4.4. whereby our ſoules are 
ted vnto cternall life ; let vs therefore labour for that hea- 
uenly teode 2 andas the Ifraclites were carctull to gather 
Fxod.19 Afamatoſuſtayne their bodies , ſo let vsbe as car*tullro 
heare the word to feede ourſoulcs, The people in the time 
of Chriſt, /ohx 6, 24.tooke great paines to follow Chriſt 
both by Land and Sea: and many now adayes (I confeſſe) 
are very forward to follow his faithfull Miniſters : but as 
they followed Chriſt ſo faſt to fill their bellies , ſo thee 
frequent Sermons for faſhion toſerue the rime, 
ton 6.26: Zachext is deſirous to (ec Chriſt : a godly care; but ver 
hee could not obtainc his purpoſe: a thing common ; 'or 
cuery one that hath any good motion, hath alwaye 
ſome hinderance to croſſe the ſame; and Zachens hath 
10 impcdi= a double impediment to hinder his honeſt enterpriſe : 
ne: The preaſe ofthe people , and his little ſtarure, Where. 
of the former , that is, the multita le , 1s alwa yes wont ro 
bee an Enemieto thoſe that woul 1 come ro Chritt Thi: 
hyndred the blind man from reccining his fight, Ze | 
for the people rebuked him that hee ſhould hol \1is 
peace, till Chriſt calledhim and opened his eyes. Thy . 
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The /mners Conuer(ion. 
hindred them that brought the Man ficke of the Palſie, 
Mar. for they could not come at Chriſt for the preaſe, 
tillthey vncouered the roofe of the houſe,and let downe 
the Bed wherein the ſicke of the Pallie lay. 

This hindered the healing of the Deafe and Dumbe, 
CMHar.7.till Chriſt rooke him aſide out of the multitude, 
and curcd him, This hindered the rayſing of the Rulers 
Daughter, ,1fat. y. till Chriſt had thruſt out the Minſtrels 
and the mnititude , and then reſtored the Mayd ro life, 
Finally, this hindred Zachews here from comming vnto 
Ciilt,eill Chriſt vouchſafed ro call him to himſelte.Thus 
alv/1tes a multitude that is prone tocuill, doth withcira vw 
and hinder vs from approching vnto Chriſt: andthere- 
fore wee muſt not follow a multitude to doe cull, nor de- 
cline after many, to ouerthrow the Truth,Exod. 2 3. 

The ſecond impediment that hindreth Zachens from 
ſceing Chriſt, is his little ſtature. Hee was fo low of ſta- 
ture, that hee could nor ſee Chriſt aboue the multitude : 
but Chriſt was aboue the multitude, and therefore could 
ſee Zachews , though hee were tolow of ſtature, For God 
looketh not on the countenance, noron the height of 
mans ſtature , but the Lord beholdeth the heart, and 
preferreth little David before Eliab his eldeſt Brother, 
becauſe hee findeth in him a better heart to ſerue the 
Lord. And Zachexr in his little body , hath a heart and 
ninde prepared rr {ceke and fce the Lord. Z aches Was 
ſo low, that I-cc coul+ not ſee Chriſt : but many amongR 
vsareſo high, that they wil'norſce Chriſt, The come 
mon people in the time of Chit were { deſirous to fol- 
ow Chi ilt , that neither lameoneile nor blindnefle , nor 

Anfſe, coviil ay thorn from commingto him; but 
©, aremore readieto fol- 
low their port an vaſtime , then to come tothe Church 
tohearc of Chriil, an 2s ter our rich men , whoſceth 
not, that they will make great haſte ro {ce commo- 
aity, 
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The Sinners Conutr ſion. 
dity, but will ſcarce come out of doores to heare a Ser- 
mon? 

They come to Chriſt, as Nicodemws came to Chriſtby 
night, as if they were aſhamed to come to Church : but 
they runne after profit, to g<t riches, as Gehez ranne af- 
ter Naaman the Syrian to get abribe, 

Thus hath Zacheus rwo lets that he coulJ not ſee Chriſt 
the one inthe people, the other in himſelfe : & we haue 
many lets to with-draw vs from Chriſt:ſomeare external, 
an {withoutvs, as the inticements of the world; & ſome 
are internall and withiri vs, as the luſts of our owne fleſh. 
The preaſe of the people hindreth Zachexs from ſeeing 
Chriſt in his humihty : and the multitude of our ſinnes 
doe preſſe vs downe, that we cannot ſee Chriſt in glorie. 
Zachews was a man of little ſtature, and that hindred him 
from ſeeing Chriſt in earth; and we are men of little faith 
and that 1s the cauſe we cannot behol4 Chriſt in heauen. 

Though Zachews was a man of little ſtature, yer it ap- 
peareth that he was nota manof little wit, For when he 
could not come to the fight of Chriſt for the multitude, 
he had the wit to runne before, and climbe vp intoa 
tree. toobtaine his purpoſe, And for the moſt parte it fal- 
lethout, that men of low ſtature, arc men of high con- 
ceit, and the ſhorteſt bodies, haue the ſharpeſt wits. 
Godſo prouiding, that the defe&s of their bodies might 
bee ſupplyed with the gifts of their minde. Now Za- 
ches that before was lothto mooue his footfrom the 
Cuſtome-houſe, for loſing his profit, beginnes to runne 
aftar Chriſt for feare of a greater loſle, like Eliza that left 
his ploughing, andranne after Elias to folow his new 
vocation. But Zachews doth not onely runne , but alſo 
climbe vp intoa tree toſce Chriſt ; A ſtrange thing , that 
Zachews a rich man, anda chiefe Cuſtomer, thould be- 
hauec himſelfe (o childiſhly in the fight of fogrear a mul. 


titude ; but the deſire hee had toſee Chriſt, made him 
forge: 
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The Sinners Connerſ/ton, 
forget himſelfe, and ro commir fuch things, were not fit. 

ting for his ſtate and credit. So they that will follow P 
_ Chriſt, muſtmake account to doe many things contrary 
to the faſhion of the World, and their owne liking. If 
Chriſt.himſclfe were content to leave the glory which he 
had with his Father, to come downe to vs, ſhall not wee 
be content to leaue the reputation which wee haue with 

men, to goevptoHim? 

But alas, where is there any almoſt that preferreth not 
the fruition of this carthly priſon, before the poſſeſſion 
of that h:aucenly Manſion ? andhad rather hazard the 
hope which they haue of erernall glorie, then leeſe the 
preſent enioying of their fading pleaſure ? 

The ambitions man hunterth after Honour, and will 
not-leeſe an inch of his eſtimation. The couctous man 
ſeckes after profit, and counts (like Judas ) all loſt that "FTETIP 
comes not to his bagges. And the voluptuous man be. © 
ſtowes his rime in-pleaſure, and thinketh that his chicfe 
felicity. Thus cuery man makeshis Heauen of that where- . 
in he moſt dehghteth,ang is content totake great paines 
to accompliſh his fond defires.But heere Zachens is of a- 
nother min4 : for being a publike Officer, he climbes into 
a tree, which ſtco not with his grauity:and being arich 
man, he runs to ſee Chriſt, which wasnot for his wordly 
profit ; yea hee t1kes great paines to {ce Chriſt, not re- 
ſpeRing his caſe or pleaſur . 

Thus muſt wee bce aff-:&ed, if wee defire to come to 
Chriſt, that neicher hanours, nor preferment nor profit, 
nor pleaſure ,nor kindred, nor friends, be able to hold vs 
back : We muſt be realy not onely rorunne, but alſo to 
climbe (if need require) as Zachens did ; that is, torake * 
ſome paine and trauaile tyhaue a ſight of Chriſt. : 

The Queene of the South vnertooke a great and re- ,,,,... 
dious iournic to heare the wiſedome of Salowen, but wee rate b. _. 
are lothtorake any pain to heare One that is greaterthen 1.kng.1o, 
Salomon. | The 
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The Sinnert Conuer ſion, | 
The people in Dawids time brought fo much treaſure, 


3. 00000-29.9 andſo many-gifts to the building of Gods Temple, that 


cAMA.2g-1. 


Mat. 19-29. 


the Pricſis were taine to bid them ccaſe : but a great 
part of the people in our time, are ſo ſparing ot rheir 
paines and coſt,that they thinke that time very miſſpent, 
which is imployed inthe Seruice of -God? and thatmony 
ill beſtowed, which is given to the maintenance of his 
Miniſters, 

When Zacheus could not ſee Chriſt for the multitude, 
he climbes into a tiee, that groweth in the way where he 
was topaſle, that from a trce hee might behold Hinmy 
which was to ſuffer on a tree for mans ſaluation: So wken 
wee cannot draw neere to Chriſt, by reaſon of our hnnes 
that preſſe vs downe,we will climbe vp by a liuely faith, 
which is the Tree of Life, that groweth in the way to c- 
ternall life, thatſo, withthe eyes of our faith, wee may 
behold him that dyed for our finnes vpon a tree. 

It was a wilde Figge-tree that Zachews climbed, but 
not like that vnfruitſull one which our Sauiour curſed : 
for this bare moſt Precious fruit, euen ſuch.2s Chriſt him 
ſelfe vouchſafed to plucke. A happy tree that bare ſuch 
precious fruit as Zachens was; but thrice happy Zachens, 

that ſo happily clin bed on that happy tree. 

This tree grew in the way that Chriſt was to paſſe,for 
elſe Z achens might hauc climbed to no purpoſe : So if we 
deſire to find Chriſt, we may (ceke him in the way where 
he hath promiſed to ſhew himſelfe vnto vs, that is, in his 
holy Temple;where his V Vord isdaely preachcd,and his 
Sacraments renerently adminiſtred : for where two or 
three be gathered together, he hath promiſed to bee pre» 
{cut amongſt them. w_ | 
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The third cir cumſtance, 
When Chriſt came to the place, he looked vp, and fav 


As Zachens ranne before Chriſt,ſo Chriſt followed af- 
terto ſee Zachens. Satan for his part went about like aro- 1-Peter.c.y, 
ring Lion, ſeeking todewonre him; But Chriſt for his part 

octh about like a good Skh:cpheard, minding to ſaue 1x.r0. 

im. And although Satana ſtrong armed man ha4 taken Le 11,21, 
ſome poſſeſſion inthe heart of Zachews, yet Chriſta 
ſtronger then hze, commeth vnarmed, and taketh from 
him his Harneſle wherein he truſted, and reſcueth his 
ſpoile. 
4 Chriſt gagmeth to the place where Zachews was, be. 
cauſe ot iſe ic had beene vnpoſſible for Zachews to 
come to his preſence : for vnleſſe the Lorg vonchſafe to 
come vnto vs, wee cannot ataine tothe preſence of God. 
As no man might haucany acceſſe to King «AſſuT«,ex- yer, , 
cept he ſtretched out his golden Scepter ;{o*no man may 
come to Chriſt, vnleſſe hee be called by the golJen Scep. 
ter of his ſacred VVord. 
Chriſt lookgd vp and (aw Tachens, before Zachens could 
looke downe to behol4 him. Thus doth the Lord preuent p 
vs with the Mercy, whom he might caſt off in his Iuſtice: 
and ifhe perceiue invs a willing mind to come vnto him. 
he is content to come firſt vnto vs,and like that good Fa- 
ther, Laks x5. to bchold vs while weare yeta great way 
off, and to cher compaſſion on vs. 

When /obs three friends, that came to viſit him in his 
great calamitie, lift vp thcir, eyes a farre off, they knew 
not lob, becauſe he was ſoſore xflicked, But Chriſt, who 
is the mirror of truc Friendſhip, cannot ſo ſoone forget 
his friends, howCſocuer they be diſguiſed. Hee knowerth 
his owne ſheepe whereſocuer he (ceth them, ob.ro, whe- 

ther 
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ther they bee vader the Figge-tree, as Nathaniel was, or 
vpon the Figge-tree, as Zachews was, he hathreſpeR vn- 
to thern. And it they haue a defire to ſeeke, they ſhall bee 
fare ro find, CMarrh.7, And it they latour and are heauy 
laden, hee will refreſh them, Harrb.1 r. Chriſt-is now 
cometo the place where Zachexs 15 to be called» and as 
Abraham, Gen.22. lifep his cyes anc ſaw in the Buſh a 
Ramme that was to be ſacrificed, fo Chriſt lifting vp his 
eyes, ſaw in the tree Zachexs the Sinner that was ro bee 
conuerted, And now begins the Conuerſicn of Zachess, 
for now Chriſt begins to ſpeake vntohim. 

Z achens defired onely to ſee Chriſt, but now Chriſt 
calleth him by narfie, and offreth his ownſclfe vato him. 
This was more then Zacheus cxpe&cd, and yctno more 
then Chriſt vouchſaferh;namely,to giue m is de 
ſired. The ſicke of the palſic that aske heal obcained 
alſo forgiueneſſe of fins. Salomon deſired. wiſdome,and 
the Lord gave him wiſdome, and aboundance of wealth 
beſide. [acob asked but meate and clothivug, and God 
made him a great rich man. And Zachens deſired onely to 
haue a ſight of Chriſt, and was ſo happy as to entertaine 
him into his houſe. 

Thus the Lordthat is richin mercy toallthar call vpon 
him, vſeth oftentimes to giue more then we aske:and hee 
that is alwaics found of them that ſeeke him with their 
whole heart,is found alſo ſometime of Gemtiles that knew 
not God, Eſa.65.1,Letvstherefore that were ſome times 
ſinners of the Gentiles, ſeeke the Lori, as Zathens 11d, 
while he may be found, & call vpon him while he is nigh, 
He will be found of them that ſeeke him heartily , and 1s 
nigh to al\thern that call vpon him faithfully, Pſ.1 45-18: 

Zacheusr, come downe at once, Now Chriſt begins to 
call Zachear from the tree to bee conuerted, as.God cal: 
led Adem From among the trees of the Garden to be cur- 
(ed, Gen.;. Before, Zachens was too low, and therefore 
was 
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was faineto climbe, but now hee is too high, and there. - 
fore he muſt come downe. And wee ( for the moſt part) 
are cither too high,or too low; too hot, or too cold; tog 
quickezor roo {lothfull in the Lords buſineſſe, Sometime 
wee flocke together to heare a ſermon, like the people, 
Lake, 5. that preſſed vpon Chriſtto heare the Word : and 
anon we run to ſee ſome pleaſant paſtime, like the Athe- g,.,, 
nians, whoſceares alwaies itchedto heare ſome newes. 
Who make more ſhew of Conſcience and Religion, 
then they that ſhew themſelues molt irreligious and vn- 
conſcionable? Who ſeemed more confident and yalorous 
in Chriſt his cauſe then Perer? and not long after, who 24-25 
moretrayterous and faint-hearted? 
Many can ſay with Peter, that they willnot fticke ro 
die before they will denie Chriſt, but when it comes to 
the tryall, they are ready toabiure Chriſt and-his Religi- 
on, before they will hazard either life or liuing.. 
He that will come to Chriſt, muſt come at once, with- 
out delay, for delaies (ſpecially inthe” marter of our fal- Zccle/-5-7- 
uation) are moſt dangerous, and Repentance may not be 
deferred. We muſt make no tarying to twrne wnto the Lord, 
mal += / rep day to day left the wrath of the Lord breake 
forth (a y, «nd wee be deſtroy ed in oxr ſecuritie, and periſh 
in the time of vengance, When the Lord is minded to doe 
vsgood, hee willhaue vs come quickly, like Joſeph, 
Geneſis 45, 9+ that in the time of es would = 
his Father Iacob to come downe quickly vato him, to 
_ in Egypt, wherethere was ſome plentie of 
00d. | x700!! 
Asthe children of this world are very nimble to work 
wickednes, fo the children of light ſhonld be as nimble 
to follow goodneſle, lwdgrwas nimble'to berray Chiift, 
Toby 173.27. andthe ba4 Debrers, Lake 16.” could: fit 
downe quickly to miſ-reckon their Crediror : ſoletvs 
come quickly to heare of Chriſt, that Chriſt may accept 
B of 
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of vs Quickly, letvsbe nimble to make our account be- 
fore, that we doe not (like the fooliſh bulder)come ſhort 
of our reckoning. 

But why muſt Zachews come downe ſo haſtily?Euen to 
entertaine Chriſt inro his houſe : for co dey (aithCiriſt) I 
muſt abide with thee, This was ioyfull newes to little Z a= 
ebexs.Not long before,he wanted meanes to ſee Chriſt,but 
now he hath opportunity to entertain him into his houle, 

There was more humanity in Chriſt then in Zachexs: 
for if Chriſt had not bidden himſelfe ro dinner,he had not 
beene bidden for Zachess:S0it Chriſt doe not offer him- 
ſelte vntovs in his affli&ted members, he may goc long c= 
nough before we will offer him any entertainement. As 
oftct as the poore craueth any reliefe at our hands, letys 
jmagine that Chriſt asketh. ſomething of vs : but as Za- 
o#hexns muſt entertaine him preſently, without delay ,ſo loc 
vsbe ready to/helpe them preſently,becauſe they ſtand in 
need of preſent helpe, And as he muſt receiue Chriſt in- 
to his houſe; ſo we muſt make account to receiue his nee 
dy members into our houſes. And as the vniuſt Reward 
procureth himfelfe friends with is maſters goods : ſolet 
vs make the poore to bee our friends, by our bencficence 
and bountie towards them, that ſo recciuing them (when 
they baue need) into ourearthly houſes, they may re- 
ceiue vs, when we ſtand ingreateſt need, into cucrlaſting 
Habitations: 

They that were inuited to the Mariage, CMat.2 3. re- 
fuſed to come ; bur Chriſt is content to come to Zacherns 
houſe before hee was inuited, Wherein alſo hee ſhew- 
eth his great humvlitic, in comming before hee was re- 
g—_ , as they bewrayed theirgreat arrogancic, in rc- 

ing to come being ſolemnely bidden. It was a part © 
great humilitie, that hee that was moſt free from ſinne, 
weuld vouchſafeto come into 2 Sinners houſe : butit 
was aligne of greazer humility,that he would bewray his 
rear + 
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great necefſitie, and ſeeke for fuccour at 2 finners hand, 

Alas, poore humble Sauiour, who though thoubee 
Lord of Heauen and Earth, as.thou art the ſonne of God, 


yet as thouart the ſonne of man, haſt not whereon to lay 
thy head, Adat.$. t 2105; Yo dani: 


How iuſtly'did” thy'P t Teremie wonder at thy 14.z. 


humble pouerty, ſaying O'rhos hope of /ſracl, the Sawiour 
thercof in the pup why art thoy as aſtranger in 
the Land,or 4s one-t paſſer” by te tarry for a night 7 The 
ſonne of God y thro come,and that vnrequeſted 
to a finfull mans houſe; aſpecial}fauor : but he diſdaineth 
not to make his necfſity knowne vnto him : O ftrange 
humility ! Here therefore appeares the fingular humanity 
and great humility of Chriſt to ſinnefull menthe offereth 
himſelfe to be their Gueſt, if hee find them willing to en 
tertaine him for their Gneſt. And Zachexs, no doubt, was 
willing toentertaine him: for although Chriſt heard nor 
the voice, yet he heardrhe affeRion of Zachens inuiting 
him todinner. 

As therefore Zachegs was willing to recciue Chriſt into 
his houſe, ſo let vs be ready to recetue him intoour harts, 
For as Chriſt ſaid to Zachens, This dey I muſt abide at th 
hoaſe : ſo he ſaith to cuery one of vs : This day 1 mi! ab 


in your hearts, Wherefore, as the Prophet Dama (ai.h. Open pal.rs. 


our gates, that the King of glory may come *s: (0 I ſay vnto 
——_ Open yay 1s, ha Word of God-may Hon in, 
This day the Word of God mn 9 in your hearts, for 
this day the Word is preached vnto you; 'and who 
knowes whether he ſhallitue to heare it the next Sabbath? 


To day therefore, ifyow will heare bis woice, barden not your p/41.g4, 


bearts,as did the Ifraclites, leſt if you harden your hearts, 
his veyce beheardnomore amongft you, | 
Thts day you may gather this heauenly Manna, as the 


Ifraclites might gather their Manna fix dayes together: z,o4 x6. 


but to morrow (perhaps) and ſix dayes after, you may 
B 2 ROT 
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re ps as onthe ſcueath day Manna might not be 
founc. | 
The Lord grant that you.may gather ſufficient food 
for the ſuſtentation of your ſoules; that as Ekas the Pro. 
phet iournyed inthe ſtrength of the meate. that the An. 
11 brought him, eucn vitoHbreb: the Mount of Go, 
b you in the ſtrength ofthis ſpiriruall meate which here 
I bring you, may beeableto paſſe through the dange. 
rous wayes of this troubleſome World, vnto Gods holy 
Mountaine, the Hauen of all happineſſe:whither he bring 
vs,that hath dearely bought vs with'his precious bloud, 
enen Chriſt Icſus the righteous : ta whom with the 
Father, and the holy Ghoſt, three perſons and 
one God, be giuen all glory and maicſty 
world wi end, 
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Tas Text. | 
Luke rg. Verſes 6,7,$.9. 

6: Then he came downe haffily, and receined him ioyfully; 

7-And when all they ſaw it, they murmarcd, ſaying, that 
he was gone to lodge with a (infull man. 

8. And "2. ns ftood forth, and ſaid uno the Lord:Be- 

beld, Lord, the halfe of my goods I gine to the : andif [ 

=_ taken from any by forged caniliation,] reftore him foure- 


9. Then leſns ſaid unto him, This day Saluation is 
come unto this Houſe, foraſmuch as heeis alſs become the Sonne 


of ABRAHAM. | 
IST rap Ou heard the laſt Sabbath, how 
. L FEIECERE 7 achexs the Publican was calledto 


"EY v be a Chriſtian : now you thall heare 
/$ \. Wy the fruit of his  Conucrſion . No 
44 i- N ſooner had Chriſt called him from 
, v0, © \ the tree, bug that he came downe 
Ws k A haſtily, and received him joyful - 


I's 
Thas was the fruit which it had in the heart of Z4- 
chews , namely obedience to the voice of Chriſt, a fruit 
B3 more 
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more pretious anJ acceptable vnto God, than the moſt 
pleaſant fruits which Eden yeelded, and a Sacrifice more 
ſweet and acceptable vnto him, than all the Sacrifices 
which the Law required, This is the Sacrifice wherewith 
the Lord is pleaſed,cuen when his voic is obeyed. r.S amr. 
15-33» The voice of the Lord is a glorious voice, and 
mighty in operation, diuiding the flames of fire, andſha- 
King trees. Sothe voice of Chriſt is a glorious 
voice, his voice is mighty in operation, dividing the 
Soule and the Spirit, and ſhaking Zachous from the wild 
Fig-tree where into he had climbed: 

The ſame Go4, to whoſe command the Winds, the 
Sea, the Deuils,and Death it ſclfe obey, heere comman- 
deth Zachens to come downe at once, and hee commeth 
downe haſtily to receiue him into his houſe, and hee re- 
ceiueth bim ioyfully.AsZachexs, could not come ar Chriſt 
till he was called, ſono man can come to Chriſt except 
the Father draw him. And as Zacbews could not chooſe 
but come when he was called by the voice of Chriſt, ſo 


when any man is called effeQually by the preachingof 
the Goſpell, hee cannot chooſe but come to Chriſt : for 
where there is aneffeRuall calling, there is grace | —_—_ 


alſoto obey the ſame, Row 8.30. The Lord isfaine fome- 
time to call vs often, becauſe we know not the voice of 
him that calleth vs, as he called Same! three times before 
he anſwered? becauſe at that time Samwe! knew not the 
Lord, 1.$.av. 3.7. But as ſoone as hee vnderſtood that it 
was the Lord that({pake vnto him, he replycd preſently, 
Speaks on, Lord, for thy Seruanmt beareth, $0whenthe Lord 
calleth any man efteQually by the preaching of his Word, 
allthe parts and powess of his body doe yeecld their o- 
bedience, the eare liſteneth, the tongue confefſeth, the 
heart belecucth,the head deuiſerh, the hand performeth, 
the foot runneth, the eye direReth, and all concure, To 
te thy will; O Godt, 7 ſal .40.7. AR 
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Juch and ſo effeuall is the voice of Chriſt inthe 
hearts of his choſen, thatit maketh Saw, ofa bloudy per- ,q, - 
ſecutor,to become Paw/,a painefull Preacher : it cauſeth 
Petey, of a pay to become a catcher of men: Math.q, 
and 7achexs here,of a vile Publican,to a zealous 
Chriſtian; And ſuch alſo is the nature of rhe prea- 
ched, whereſocuer it pleaſeth the Lord'to'giue ſucceſle- 
and increaſe thereto , thatitis able to tronsforme the 
minds of men, to beger faith inthe hearrs of Infidels, and , .,, 
f ina word) to ſaue ſuch as are ordained to eternall lite; 

Az 13. This is the power of the Word ofGod,cuen to 
cauſe a conſenting tothe truth thereof; and this is the 
property of the childrenof God, to yeeld all obedience yg, 
tothe wordof God. As ſoone as Chriſt called Zachexs , 

be comes downe preſently,like the light in the Creatioa 

that was made as ſoone as God ſaid, Let there be light. 

Here therfore of Zachessthat obeyed the voice of Chriſt, 

let vs learne obediencets the voice of Chriſt;for as Chriſt 

biddethZachews to come downe, becauſe hee was too 

high: ſo he ſaith tocuery one of vs, Come dewne, becauſe 

we are too high-minded. But with vs the voice of Chriſt 
isnotfoeffeRualas it was with Zachens, f& he was con- 

rent to come downe at the firſt bidding, but we muſt be 

often biddento beware of Pride and Ambition, and yet 

we will ſtillbe climbing. There arc few ſohigh that are 
content with theircalling : bat as Hamer was alwaies ,,,- 
2 ſpring till he cameto the Gallowes, ſo many amongſt 
vsare alwaies climbing till we catcha fall 

Againe, as Chriſt ſaith to Zachens , To day [ muſt abide 
at thy houſe : So Chriſt faith to vs, Today my poore af- 
flited members ſhould receiue ſome ſuccour at your 
hands. Burt as the Preiſt andthe Lenuite, Lake 10. paſſed 
by the wounded man, leauing him halfe dead,fo wee(for 
the moſt part) paſſe by our needy brethren, leaving them 
varelicued. Thus are we cuery way dilobedient tothe 

By voyce 


voice of Chriſt. He rteacheth vstobe humble as he him. 
ſclfe is, Mat. 21-29.& we wax proud and inſolent as Satari 
is, He willeth vs to be mercifull as our heauenly Father is, 
Luke 6.36. and we are cruell and vnmercifull,as the rick 
— Luke 16. This is the cauſe why the Earth 
decei rendereth not her fruit, Eſay 24.5. This is 
the cauſe whP the ſword deuoureth abroad, and the peſti- 
tence deſtroyeth at home, Dent.28, 15, Lenit-26-24.25. 
andinaword, this is the cauſe of all *< miſchicfes and 
calamitigsthat are threatned, agen becauſe we are obſti- 
nate and rebellioasagainit the Lord, wee are vndurifull 
and diſobedient tothe voice of Chriſt, that calleth vs (© 
louingly to come vnto kim, Aa. 11.28. 
"Zach wascalled bur once, and hee commeth. quick. 
ly : bat we arecalled oftentimes, and almoſt every day, 
andthat by the voice of Chriſt himſclfe. For bee that hea- 
pc enoe mr Chriſt) Luke 16. 16.heareth mee : and yet we 
cannot fin4 the way to Chriſt. The Word of Go4J which 
is the Lanterne _ = feer, and the light vnto our 
paths, Pſalme 1 19- ene plainely and plentifully 
preached amongſt vs theſe many yecres,and yet many a- 
mongſt vs hat noryer learned to come to Chriſt. Zache- 
#s comes quickly when Chriſt calleth him : let vs there. 
fore.learne of Zaehexs to come quickly when Chriſt cal. 
lethvs. Weemult be quicke in the Lords buſineſſe, for 
God cannot abide Loyterers ſtanding all the day idle, 
Atat 20. and as he lonetha cheerefull giuer,2.Con.9.7. (o 
he liketh a cheerefull follower. 

It followeth therefore that Zachews receined him 
 cheerefully« Still Zacheas is a Receiner : before hee was 
a Recceinuerof Cuſtome, now hee is a Recceiuer of Chriſt. 
Zachexs received Chriſt rwo wayes 1 firſt, into his heart, 
when hee defiredto ſee him : and then into his houſe, 
when hee gaue him Hoſpiralitie, Many receined Chrift 
zohouſc, butnet into their hearts, and therefore _— 
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kim grudgingly : but Zachews recciued Chriſt firſt into 
Ris heart, and then into his houſe; and therefore receined 

him ioyfully. Of Zachens his ioyfulneſſe, we mult learne 

to bee ioyfull, when we doe any thing for the cauſe of 
Chrift : wee muſt be glad to harbour Chriſt in his mem- 
bers, as Zachess was glad co harbour Chriſt himſclfe, Ag 
before in ny fromthe tree, Zachess ſhewed 

his obedience : ſo here inreceiuing Chriſt into his houſe, 

hee ſheweth the lone that hee bare vnto him. If Zachews 

had notloued Chriſt, hee might haue ſent him to ſome 
common Inne : Bur Z 1s content to recciue Chriſt 

inhis owne houſe ; yea hee reioyceth tor haue gotten ſo 

good a Gueſt; like Abrahaw,that vied to fit at the doore 6e.rs. 
of his Tent, and reioyced to entertaine Strangers that 

went by the way :and therefore, h Zachews were 

a Gentile borne, yet hercin he ſhewes himſelfe the-child 

of Abrabam, becauſe he doth the workes of Abraham, 
Tobn.8.Verſ. 19.S0 did Abraham, and ſomulſt we doe, if 

we will ſhew our ſclues to be the Children of Abraham. 

V Vhen Abraham thought onely to haue entertained 4bv6am- 
men, hee receiueth the Angels inthe ſhape and likeneſſe Gaa.ge 
of men : and when Zachcus thougllt co entertaine the 
Sonne of man, hee receiueth the Sonne of God himſelfe, 
Let vs therefore (as the Apoſtle willethvs) Heb+1 3.2. be 
mindfull co entertaine Strangers, foraſmucltras thereby 
ſome haue recciued Angels into their Houſes vnawares.  ,; 
And why ſhould we not hope to entertaine the like, or 
better Gueſts , if wee bee given to Hoſpitalitic, as 
thoſe godly Fathers were ? Foras the Angels came to 
them inthe likenefſe of men: ſo Chriſt himſelfe comes to 
vs inthe likenefſe of a poore man, of a lame man, and of 
a blind man; and when hee commeth, hee commeth hun- 
gry, or thirſty, ornaked, or harbourleſſe, or ſicke,or im- 
priſoned: and happy are they that feed, or cloath, or 
harbour, or viſit him, when hee commeth thus _—_ 
V View 


Gen.19.3. 
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When Abraham cntertained the Angell, hee was not 
encly buſic himſelfe, bur his wife, and all his houthol® 
. were carefull ro make prouiſion for them ; ſo when Za- 
chews receiued Chriſt into his houſe, his whole Family(no 
doubt) were no lefſe willing and carefull roentertaine 
Chriſt, then their Maſter was : and therefore nor onely 
£©O Zachens but cucn to higwhole houſe Saluation is pro= 
miſed, becauſe the whole Family rejoyced at Chriſt his 
comming. Let rich men learne of Z to entertaine 
Chriſt in his needy members; and let rich mens Seruants 
learne of Z achexs Family, to Thew them(ſclues merciful, 
like their merciful! Maſters,that they may receiue the re« 
ward of mercy and hoſpitality atthe laſt day, Conve,zee 
—_ was harbewrleſſe, andyee toocke me in. Generally 
asZ receiued Chriſt , ſoler cucery one that is able, 
be glad to diſtribute to the neceſſity of the poore Saints: 
if we haue much, let vs giue plentifully : ifwe have little, 
letvs giue gladly of that little : if we be not able to give 
a penny, yet haply we may affoord a morſell of bread: 
if not that, yet ore is none ſo needy, that cannot giue 2 
cup of cald water : and cucn ſo (mail a gift ſhall not loſe 
his tuſt reward, cAMarth. 10.41, Zachews reccined Chriſt 
into his hearr, but many amongſt vs are ready to driue 
Chriſt out and to recciue Satan in ſtead of him ; Zachens 

recciued Chriſt into his houſe , but there are many rich 
men amongſt vs, that like Dixesr, Lake.16. willnor af- 
foord poore Lazarxs the crummes that fall from their 
Table : but as the Darnell, Aﬀ:s.12, opened notthe 
doore for ioy when ſhe heard Peters voyce; ſo by con- 
trary, theſe men for very griefe ſhut their gates, when 
they perceiue a Begger there, Finally, WAS 10Y» 
full when he entertained Chriſt, but many amongſt vs arc 
forrowfull when they ſhould relecue the poore, like chur- 
liſh Nabel,z . Sem.25.thaticuiled Dawd,when he ſhould 
haue relecued him, 
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$olong as lebproſpered,he kept a worthy and a wor» 

ſhipful} houſe, he ſuffcrednor the ſtranger to lye in the 
ſtreets, but opened his doore tothe Trauailer that went | 

by the way, /ob.; 1-3 2. But now many gentlemen of the . 

Country are eontent to ſuffer the Stranger, the Father. 

lefſe, & the Widdow, not onely to lye, but cuento ſtarue 
anddye in the ſtreets with hunger and cold, 3nd neuer re 

cciue them to houſe or harbour, nor affoord them any 

reliefe or ſuccour. Burt as the voice of Abels bloud did cry 
from the carth tro God for vengeance againſt his brothers Gen.4.16 
cruelty : ſo the voice of the and their pitious cries, 

ſhall enter into the cares ofthe Lord, and their gui 

bloud (which is powred forth in cuery place withonur all 
compaſſion) ſhall pull downe haſty and ſudden . 

ance from Heauen, vpon the heads of thoſe vnmerci 
Cormorants,vnlefſe whilethistime ofmercy laſterk,they 

ſhew mercy to their diſtreſſed Nei rs. 

Thus you haue heard how Z behaued himſelfe 

m entertaining of Chriſt:now you (hall ſee the behauiour 
of the phariſes in diſdaining at Chriſt. hex all they ſaw 
i, they murmured, ſaving, that he was gone inzolodge with a 
finfull man .* Before, they hated Lackew for his vices, 
becauſe he was couetous : now they enuie him for his 
vertues, becauſe hee was giuento hoſpitalitic. For the 
wicked will haue alwaies ſomerhing to find fault with in 
the Children of God, like the Sonnes of /acob, Geneſ.3 7. 
that hated their Brother Joſeph, becauſe of his Dreames : 
and like Saw/that vnhappy King, that enuicd David for 
his happy Vidories, t.Sewwe! 18.29; Thus the wicked, 
whenthey connot charge the godly with'any grieuous 
crime, they beginne to grudge at their well-doing : and 
therefore not onely Zachew is hated for receiuing of 
Chriſt,but Chriſt is hated al(o for being his gueſt : When 
they could not accuſe Chriſt for ſinne, accuſe him 
companying with Sinners : For they muſt {ti w_ 


; Mat.9.13. 
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The Sinners Confeſſion 
fiog ſome orother,for one thing or other, like their father 
the Deuill, that both by name, Revel.1 2:16, and by na- 
ture, /ob 16-7. is a continuall accuſer of the Brethren, It 
had beene the duty of. the Phariſes to haue recciued 
Chriſt, and mademuch of him as Zachexs did : but they 
are ſo farre off from entertaining him themſelues, that it 
gricucth them to ſee Zachews giue him cntertainement. 
And ſurely, ſuch is the perucrſe nature ofthe wicked,that 
they will neither receiue the grace of God when it is of- 
fered them, nor willingly fufter any other to embrace the 
ſame : like the wicked Iewes, A.1 2,50.that would nci- 
ther belecue the Dofrine which Pas! preached, nor could 
abide thatthe Gentiles ſhould be brought to the faith of 
Chriſt. The High Pricſts thought themſclues too bigh,c 
haue poore hamble Chrift amongſt them : TheScribes & 


"the Phariſes, in their owne conceit were too good, too 


iſe, and too holy to receiue him into their company : 

not content to ſequeſter & e themſclues from 

ut, they diſdained alſo that he ſhould be conuerſant 

with Publicansand Sinners,as though he were not wor- 
thy to be couucrſant amongſt them. 

If it were the office of Chriſt ro conuert Sinners, why 
ſhonld the Phariſes be offended at him, if he were ſome- 
times conuerſant with Sinners to worke their Conucrſi- 
on? If Chriſt were a Phyſician to cure the ſickneſſe of the 
Soule, that is, toſauc the people from their ſinnes, why 


ſhould the Phariſes murniure ar him for keeping of come \ 


panie with Zachens, that was ſicke in Soule ? foras 
it isexpedient for the Phy fician to viſit his Patients for 
their better recouery, ſo it was conuenient Chrift ſhould 
vilitSinners for their ſpeedy Conuerſion. But as the Phy. 
ſician that reſorteth vnto ſicke perſons, is not ſtraitway 


infeed: ſothe Soules Phyſician that conuerſeth_ with | 
Sinners, is not thereby polluted. And therefore, as * 


Chriſt performed his offico, though the Phariſes mur- 


f mured, 


; 


The Sinners Confeſſion. 


mured:ſo letthe Miniſters of GoJ learne by this exam- 
ple, toperforme their duties, thoughthe wicked bee of- 
fended. It was the office of Chriſt to call ſinners to repen. 
tance, yea, he came to call Phariſe Sinners aſwell as Pub- 
lican Sinners, if the Phariſes would haue confeſſed them- 
ſcluesto be Sinners, as the Publicans did, but becauſe 
they ſto04 ſo much vpon their owne righteouſneſſe, an 
deſpiſed others, therefore Chriſt denounceth ſo many _ . 
woesagainſt them, and preferreththe penitent Publican +3 * 
that truſtcth in the Lords mercy,before the proud Phariſe 
that truſted in his owne merits. 

Though Pax! was a Phariſe,and the ſonne of a Phariſe 
yet he ſhameth not to confefſe himlelfe one ofthe chicte As 13.6 
Sinners that Chriſt came to ſaue, So if the Phariſes that 
murmured at Zachexs would have bin ſaued, they ſhould , 
haue cofeſſed themſelues chiefe finnersas Pax did. They tfrim.r-13 
ſhould not hauc accuſed Chriſt for keeping company wir 
ſinners,bur they ſhould haue accuſed themſclues for ndt 
keeping company with Chriſt, The juſt man (ſaith SWo. 
wo ) is the firſt accuſer of himſelfe;butthe Phariſes are ſo ***73 
farre from accuſing themſclues, that they began to accuſe 
Zacheus and Chrif together. Thus the Phariſes of our 
time, that make Religion a cloke rocouer their corrupt 
dealing, hane this property, tothinke other men to bee 
hainous Sinners, and themſeclues only to be righteous : in- 
ſomuch as they willnot ſticke to ſpeake like that proud 
people,that was wont toſay, Depart from 1 am he. **4t 17. 
hier then thaw; and like the preſumptuous Phraiſe, / thaxke 
God, I aw not as others are, Extortioners, Uſurers, Adulterers, 
Drankards, or ſuch like, I ſantlifie the Sabbath, which other 
men prophane-I frequent ſermons, which they negle&:I 
reuerence the name of God, which they blaſpheme:l pay 
tithe, which others with-hold: and faſt oftentimes, whi 
they doe ſeldome, or neuer, Theſe were the ſpeeches of M'-15-7- 
the Phariles, that liued in the time of Chriſt, whom heſo **& 11-44 
often 


Lukg.18. 
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Lukerr,r, Oftencalleth hypocrites;and theſe are the ſpeeches of the 
AR:6.5, hypocrites of our age, that ſeeme to liue after the ſtraigh- 
bh Mat.23-25-27 telt Sed of qurReligion, AFR.z6. They wath the outſide 
of the cup & of the platter; that is,they iuſtifie them(ſclues 
& ſeeme marucilous holy in the ſight of men, which can 
diſcerne by the outward appearance onely:but vnto God 
that ſeth & ſearcheth the ſecrets of the hearts and reines, 
they appeare like painted Tombs,full of dead mens bones 
and all filthineſſe: that is, they haue their inward parts full 
- IIAS all kind of wickednefſe, Wherefore, as 
Mat. 5.20 riſt ſai1 co his Diſciples, Except ri nefſe ace 
ceed the righteouſneſſe of the Scribes Tl Phony es _ H- 
enter into the King dome of Heaxen: So | [ay vnto you, that 
except your rightcouſnefſe exceed the righreouſheſſe of 
x theſe Phariſaicall hypocrites, yee cannot be (aued. 
\ TheſcholyPhariſes did vſcto call the Publicans, not V. 
Yrers,nor Extortioners,as they themſelues were ; but by 
© generallname of finners, as though they themſclucs 
wete free from finne. Thus the Papiſts at this day doe 
vic to call the moſt ſincere profeſſers of the Goſpell, 
not Ls herans, ( aluiniſts, Zwingliazs, or Proteftons, as 
they were wont to cal themrbut now they terme vs Here. 
tikes,a name more odious then any other, whereas in the 
meanſeaſon,they themſcluesare of all others the greateſt 
Heretikes. So the Athicſts of qur time, when they cannot 
accuſe the godly that are amongſt vs,of Vſury, or Bribe. 
ry. or Extortion,or Drunkenneſle, or any ſuch notorious 
finne, they call them hypocrites, which is the ſurnme of 
all: when as in very truth they chemſelues doe beſt de. 
ſerne thar name : but itmakes no matter what they call 
vs, neyther are wee tobee mooued at their deſpighrfull 
ſpeeches :for as the bitter taunts of theſe murmuring 
Phariſes, couldnot hinder Zachens in his Conuerſion : (0 
the Nanders of theſe godicſle men, muſt not diſcourage 


the ſeruants of God from their good profeſſion. The 
Pharj. 


L 
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Phariſes did Zachexr great wrong for calling him Sinner, 
when hee had repented of his finne : andthe Athieſts at 
this day doe greatly wrong the true Profeſſers, in calling 
them hypocrites, which haue truely repented of their 
former ſinnes, and inceuour by all good meancs toleada 
odly life. Therefore as Zachexs preferd his ſonles health 
fore all their murmuring : ſo it behooueth vs to looke 
to our ſoules Saluation, notwithſtan-'ing all the repro« 
ches and ſlanders that are deuiſed againſt vs, And as the 
Phariſcs might call Zacbess Sinner, but could not hinder 
his Conuerhon :ſo the malicious Worldlings may take 
away our goo1s, or gcad names, yea, and our liues alſo, 
but cannot depriue vs of our Saluation. 

Wherefore, as our Sauiour ſaid to his Apoltles, Feare ,,,,. Rn 
wot them that can hill the body, and then can doe ne more : 
ſol ſay vnto you, Feare not the frownes of the wicke)J, , 
for they are not able to hurt your better part : ſecke noy/ 
togaine the fauour of the World, for the whole World 
15 not able to ſauc a Soule : but feare to offend him that is 
able to deſtroy body and Soule in Hell,and ſecke to pltaſe 
him that is able ro ſaue them both in Heaven for 
cucre 

Now followeth another fruit of Zachexs Conuerſi- 
on : namely, his good Confeſſion : for as hee belecued Row-16-16- 
with his heare vnto Righteouſneſle, ſo hee confeſſed with 
the mouth vnto Saluztion, When Zachews was tnoc- 
ked ofthe Phariſes, it ſcemeth that hee ſhould ſtoope 
downe for ſhame ; but when hee was thus reproued and 
reuiled by them, the Scripture ſaith, that he ſtood vp, 
in ſigne of gladneſſe. As the Apoſtles went away reioy. A#: 5+ 
cing, that they were counted worthy to ſuffer rebuke 
for the name of Chriſt : ſo Zachexs the Publican went 
forth reioycing , that hee was reproched for the caule of 
Chriſt. Before, Zachews was a Publican, and therefore 
ſoodin finne very dangerouſly, like the houſe _— 


The Siners Confeſſion. 
buitded vpon the ſand,ready to be ouer-turned with eue - 
ry Tempeſt : but now Zachess is become a true Chriſtian, 
Luhe.6.v,6. and therefore ſtands in rightcouſneſle very afely;like the 
n_ thet isbuile vpon a Rock, free from any danger of 
alling. 

Bekotd Lord, the halfe of my goods, ee. There aretwo 
parts of this Confeſhon, The firſt, is his gift tothe poore. 
The ſecond,is the Reſtitution of his vniuſt gotten goods, 
Before, Zacheus was an Opprefſor of the poore,now hee 
is a great BenefaRor tothe poore : before, he was an En- 

, crochervpon other mens goods , now hee is a Diſtribu- 
ter of his ovene goods : before he was a Receiuer anda 
Tager, now he 1s a Reſtorer and a Giuer : neither doth = 
gine ſparingly, but he giueth liberally, layin a £00 
Foundation agetaſ the eime to ref 23H. 

Now hath Zachexs found that precious Pearle, and for 

\, ioy thercof, he is content, not to ſell, but to giue all that 
hath, ro enioy the ſame. When the rich Ruler(in 
the former Chapter) was willed toſell all thathe had 
and to giue itto the poore,he went away very ſorrowful; 
for he was very rich:but Zachexs, perhaps as rich as he, is 
content of his owne accord, & vnbidden, to beſtow halfe 
his goods yponthe poore,and that witha cheereful mind. 
H Zachens had giuen onely the third part of his goods, 
no doubr but Chriſt would h2ue accepred it, for he accep- 
ted the Widdowes Farthing, becauſe it was giuen with a 
willing minde : but if hee had giuen all his goods to feed 
the poore,as the Phariſes gaue their almes, to bee ſcen 
of men: yea,or his body to be burned, as ſome Romans 
hauc done to get renowne, it ſhould haue bin tono pur- 
poſe, becauſe it was done toa wrong end. ; 
Now, as Zacheus was rich in the goods of this life, ſo 
was hee rich in faithalſo :'neitherwas it an idlc or dead 
Friththat Zachexs had, butit was a fruitfull and lively 
faith, a faith that worketh and laboureth by loue ſuch 


Av 
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The Sinners Confeſſion, 
48 is required at the hands of Chriſtians.Saint ewes (aith, 
Shew mee thy faith by thy works. And heere Zachew doth 
ſhew his faith by his works. Before, he was excrciſcd in 
vngodly works, which are the fruits of Infidelity : but 
now he is exerciſed in the works of mercy, which are the 
fruits of a liuely faith. Zachewris very liberal inrelceuing 
the poore, but he is liberall of that.which is his owne : ſo 
there are many now adaies that are very liberall,but it is 


of that which is none of theirs : for as Nadeb and Abiba £%it. to 


offered ſtrange fire vnto the Lard, fo theſe men offer 
ſtrange goods vnto the Lord. There are ſom amongſt vs, 
that thinke to make amends for their vniuſt dealing, by 
gining part of that to ſome good vſes, which they hane 

otten by bad meanss ; if they haue gotten a pound by 

ſury and Oprefſhon, they are content perhaps to giue a 
penny to relieue the poore. But as it was not lawtull for 


the Iſraclites to bring the price of the hire, of an Harlot Peut-:;- 


into the houſe of the Lord, ſo it net lawfullfor vs to ap- 
ply the gain of our il-gotten goods to the ſeruice of God. 
T he halfe of my goods 1 giue, & 6. 

Zachexs (aith not, 1 haue giuen, as an vpbfaiderof 
God: or, Iwill giue, asadelayer, that meanestogiue 
away his goodgafter his death, whenhe can keepe them 
no longer : but he ſaith, 7 give ; to ſignifie, that his will is 
his deede, and that he meaneth not totake any dayes of 
payment for the matter. For as before he ranne apace to 
ſee Chriſt, and came downe haftily toentertaine Chriſt in 
his owne perſon; ſo-doth he heere giue quickly to relieue 
Chriſt in his needy members. This is Zachews laſt Will 
and Teſtament that he maketh before his death, and ſce- 
cth the ſame- proued and performed before his cyes.If 
therefore we deſireto doe any good t oany ofour poore 
Brethren,” let vs learne of Zachexs to doe it quick'y; 
while we are aliue, fortime will preuent vs, and death 
will prevent vs. know = would be many that w_ 


Pro.1 9-17. 
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The Sinners Confeſſion. 
be willing to giue ſome part of his goo1s to the poore 
eAvingrs Dor as Zacheas did, , orci they know 
not what n-ed themſclues may haue thereof before they 
dyc;& therefore, for the moſt part,they wit hardly forſake 
or leaue their goods,tiltheir goods forſake & leaue theme 
But hereinthey ſhew themſclues to doubt of Gods p. oui 
dence,and as it were todiſtruſt of his payment,whohath 
promiſed rorepay whartſocuer is giuen vnto the poore,as 
it were lent vnto himſelf,8 that nor ſecretly, thogh they 
did their almes ncuer ſo ſecretly:butthe Lord wil reward 
them openly, as our Sauiour fpeaketh, Mar.6. The wiſe 
Preacher, Eccl. 11, willeth vs tocaſt our bread vpon the 
waters; that is, to be liberallrothe poore, whole watery 
eyes bewray their great neceſſity : or (as others expound 


it) to hazard and aduenture ſome of our goods vpon our 


needy brethren,as Marchants doe aduenture their goods 
theSeas : foralr h they may ſeeme tobe in 


great perill & danger of perifhing in the waters, yet com- 
monly it falleth out, that by the blefling of God they re. 
turne with greater profit. So, albeit the relicfe thag is be. 
Rowed vpon our diſtreſſed Neighbours, may ſcemieto be 
lolt;yer,as the wiſe man ſaith,after a time. we ſhall find it 
again:& asthe precious oile deſended from Aaron beard 
tothe skirts of his clothing ; ſo certainely che oyle of 
—_ and Charity, which we powre into the wounds of 
our diſtreſſed brethren, ſhalt deſcend into our owne 
ſoules. And as the Widdowes oyle was increaſed in the 
Cruſe, becauſe ſhee relieued the Lords Prophet, ſo 
ſhalt this precious oyle, beſtowed vpon the , be 
returned vpon our heads in great meaſure. is Za- 
cbexs liberall as you ſee : he giueth away halfe his 
goods: but he giues it not to the richy* that might giue 
Ee he gives it to the poore that cannot 
requite him :ro teach vs whom we ſhould beſtow 
our almes.As God,that isrich in mercy,giucth all things. 
vato 
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ynto vs that cannot requite him : ſo the rich men ofthis _ 
world (ifthey haue any ſparke of inthem) ſhould 

gine vnto the poore that cinot requite But amongſt 
vs,in cuery place almoſt, it is farre otherwiſe : forif any 
thing be to be giuen, not they that are pooreſt & ſtand in 
romed need beatioriiar can make beſt friends are beſt 


rcie&ed. If we ſend to a great man, we ſend an Oxe for a 
preſent,but if we ſend toa poore man,we ſend aCruſt for 
an almes. Therefore as Chriſt ſaid to the Tewes, thar the 


Thus Diwes is ſtill enriched, and Lazarss is (till Luke.18, 


Niniuites ſhould riſe in Iudgement againſt them, becauſe Matth.11. 


they repented at /onasp ing : ſo 1t may be ſaid vnto 

vs, that Zacheas thall riſcin iu r againſt vs, and 

condemne vs, forhee ſhewed great mercy vpon the 
;but we are void of all compaſſion. 

Thus you Imue heard the firſt part of Zacheas confeſſ. 
on,wherein you ſee his liberality tothe poore. Now you 
ſhallheare the ſecond part of his confeſſion, wherein he 
promiſeth reſtitution of his vntuſt gotten Before, 
Zachexs gane to the poore the halfe ofthat which was 
his owne 1 now hee reftoreth- that which is none of 
his, tothe right owners. And becauſe he had. deray- 
ned their goods ſo long, totheir great loſſe and hinde- 
rance, therefore he doth not onely reſtore the princi- 
pall, which he had taken from them , but the alloweth 
them their colts and dammages they had ſuſtayned, 


As [oram, King of Iſrael, cauſed tobee reſtored tothe 2-King.s: 


Shunamite her houſe and land, and all rhe fruits and 
tes of the ſame, which were wrongfully kept from 

r ſegen yeeres together: ſo Zachens the Cuſtomer, 
reſtorethto thoſe that hee had oppreſſed, their goods 
which he had gotten from them by fraudulent dealing, 
with all the fruits and profits that might come thereof, 
during thetime of his yniuſt poſſcſfon. So liberall was 
Zachew to the poore, that hee gaue them halfe his 
C2 goods: 


e 


gxned 22-1, 
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The Sanners Confeſſion. 
oods:and ſo little got Zachews by his Vſury & Ongeel: 
Ea derfaronery penny he reſtored foure.It the Vſurers 
and Extortioners of our time would reſtore tourefold for 
that they haue wrongfully gotten, I feare they would 
hauc buta ſmall halfe to giue tothe poore,and bur a little 
& to help themſelues. There was no law to compell Za- 
chews to make ſuch reſtitution, except he will confeſle 
himſclfe to be a thicfe, becauſe he was an V ſurcr,and then 
the law of God requireth ſuch reſtitution. And ſurely Z + 
chews (cemethatter a ſort to confeſle his theft, becauſe he 
promiſeth foure-fold reſtitution. If a man had (tolne a 
ſheepe,the Lawiot God requireth that he ſhould reſtore 
foure ſheepe for one:& the ancient Romans had this law, 
that Y ſurers ſhould ſorfcir foure times ſo much as they 
rooke for Vſury.If the ſame law were now to vie again(t 
our theeuthh V ſurers,as it was ſomtime among them,we 
ſhould not hauc ſuch complayning of the poore. both in 
Priſons & Streers-Bur if theſe great theeu*s (1 meane our 
Biting V ſurers)that rob and (poile without ceaſing when 
they hane-no need, might find no more fauour then thoſe 
petty theeues,which rob and ſteale ſomerime,when they 
are driven thereto by extremeneceſſity, then ſurely, the 
Common-wealth would ſoone be disburdened of that 
peſitent brood of Catterpillers, wherewithir is peſtered. 
I wiſh them betimes to looke totheir ovvne eſtate, and 
with Zachess to forſake their damnable Trade, If they 
hane lived hitherto by the gaine of Vſury, let them now 
lament theirſinne, and call ro God for mercy and for- 
giueneſle : let them make reſtitution of that they haue 
wrongfully taken: aud grieve that they haue ſolong de- 
tayned that which is none of theirs. For as no finne is par- 
doned without repentance toGod, ſo Vſury is not par- 
doned without repentance ro God : and as the ſinneof 
theft is not remoucd, before reſtitution be made tomen, 
(if the party be able)ſo the ſinne of Vſury (which is a ſe- 


crert . 
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The Sinners Confeſſion. 
crer theft) is not remitted, before reſtitution be made 
rothoſe that are oppreſſed & ſpoiled by this ſecret theff, 
Thus you haue ſcene how Z ,thatwas once a hoor. 
der;of his goods, a$our rich men are,isnow a liberall dif. 
poſer of lus goods, asIwith they were. He that latly wag 
a camel laden with riches,& therfore vnaptto gothorow 


a Needles eye, hath now like the Camell calt oft his rich azatth, rg, 


lading,& therefore may enter in ar the narrow gate.Some 


rich men woul4 rather haue loſt their lives, then forgone acarth. x: 


their goods,& for half that los would haue proued very 

nſive: but this was the toyfulleſt newes that cuer carne 
to Zachenr houſe, ſweeter to him then all his goldand 
Glyer:that wheras before he was in the ſtate of d nation, 
now (aluation is promiſed to him & his houſe:and wher- 
as before he was the ſeruant of Satan, now he is become 
the Child of Abrabhaw. Now Zachens houſe is become 
Go1shouſe,and Z acbexs himſelfe is the fon of Abrabam; 
and therefore no cauſe why Chriſt ſhould nor reſort to 


Zachens houſe. As Chriſt ſaid tothe penitent Thiefe, This Luke 131 


dey ſhalt thow be with mein Paradiſe + Soheeſaithhereto 
the penitent Publican, This day ſaluatims is come wnto thy 
bouſe, and this day thou art become the child, of Ann 4- 
H A 1+ Chriſt loues not tobe long in any mans det : for 
as heſaithtoZacur vs, Today | muſt abide at thy houſe: 
ſo he ſaithro the ſame Zachene, To day,and hencefortly 
for eucr, thon an4 thy houſe muſt abide wnh mein hea- 
u n- Here is a hippy change; in ſtead of a little wordly 
treaſure, ſubie roloſſe by Theenes, and'to ſpnile by 
ruſt and moths, ro haue all tore of heanenly treaſure, 
which neither Theeues can ſteale, nor Canker tan cor» 
rupt:inſteed of anearthly houſe, ſubie&to fire and fal. 


ling, tohayea houſe given of Go4 : not made with M4h.c; 


hands, but-eternall in heauen; 2. Cor 5.1. Who would 
not rather chooſe with Zachenr,to giue halfe his goods 
to the poore, that he may be an Heire of ſaluation, and 
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The SinnersConfeſſion. 


the ſonne of Abrabam,to reſt in hisFathzrs boſom?, then 
with Dizzs to keep all tromthe poore, & be tormented in 
thoſe cternall Aames ? That rich glutron, thar denye1 the 
crums trom his taole,challenged Abraham tor his father, 
buthce was refuſe 1, becauſe hee hi net the faith nor 
workes of Abraham : but Zachens, though by nature hee 
were not the child of Abraham, yetby grace he is become 
the child of Abrabam, becauſe he walked in the tzps of 
that Faithfull Father. Abraham belecued before he was 
circumciſed, fo Zachess belceucd before he was circum- 
ciſed. As Abrabam lcft ts Countrey, and all that he had, 
when Go1 called him ; ſo Zachess left his office, andthe 
moſt part of his riches, when he was called by the Son of 
God : & as eAbraban dcfired toſee the day of Chriſt, and 
ſaw it,and reioyced:lo Zachens defired to ſce Chrilt,& he 
ſaw him and reioyced. Now is Zachens,a Gentile,becormne 
the child of Abraham :& not only he,but kis whole houſe 
alſois become the houſe of Abraham ; for when Zachexs 
is conuerted, his whole houſe is conuerted. As the Ma- 
ſter is,ſuch are theſcruants ; if he be godly and religious, 
they proue golly and religious : if he be an Atheiſt, they 
proue Atheiſts likewiſe. Therefore keepe no company 
with the wicked, forit is moſt pernicious : but aſſociate 
thy ſelfe withrhoſe that feare the Lord, that thou alſo 
maieſt learne to feare the Lord ; who for his mercy grant 
that we may with Zachexs be defirdus to ſee Chriſt, ioy- 
full to receiue Chriſt, liberall to relicue the members of 
Chriſt, andready to make amends when we hauc wron.. 
gedany of our Brethren, that ſo with Zachews we may bee 
heires of aluation,and the crue ſonnes of Abraham, to 
rajgne with Chriſt in heauen for cuer, by the means 
and merits of him that dyed and roſe againe 
for vs. To whom with the Father and 
the holy Ghoſt be all glorie. 
AvmEn, 
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I vxt2. V ERSE 39. 20,721,732» 
29 Lord, now lateſt thou thy ſerx.ant depart in peace according 
to thy Word. 
20. For mine eyes hawe ſeene thy ſaluation. 
31. Which thou haſt prepared before the face of all people, 
33. A hightto be rewealed to the Gentales , and the gloryof 


thy people Iſrael. 


8 His is the ſweet Song of old Father 
$1Mx0N, wherein is ſet forth the 
P Toyfulland Peaceable death of the 
} righteous, after that they haue em- 
braced Chriſt Ieſus, with heart and 
$ minde vnfaynedly, as he did, ſeeing 
their death is to be the beginnin 
* of a better and more 1oytull __ 
pleaſant life then the former. 
| But before we proceed further in it, let ys hearea 
little of that which went before. The Euangeliſt ſaith, 
Verſe 5. 

«And behold, there war a manin leruſalem, whoſe name 
W4arSIMEON: this manwas inſt, and feared God, andway- 
red for the conſolation of Iſracl, aud the holy Ghoſt was vpon 
bim. Andarevelation,&c. 


C4 Seen 


The firſt Sermon; 


Simeon feared God. Religion may well be called feare, 
for there is no Religion, where feare is wanting : for the 
feare ofthe Lord isthe beginning of wiſedome : and this 
priuiledge hath God giuen tothole that feare him, that 
they need to feare nothing clle. | 

eAnd wanted for the conſolation of Iſrael, 

Simeon alſo wayted tor the conſolation of [ſracl, vnrtill 
he had imbraced in his armes him whom he fo long lon- 
ged to (ce and feele. How many waytcrs be theic in the 
world ? yet few waitas Simeon did : but ſome wait for 
Honours, ſome for Riches, ſome for Pleaſures, ſome for 
Eaſe, ſome for Rewards, ſome for Money, ſome fora 
deare Yeere, & ſome fora golden Day,as they call it:but 
Simeon wayted and expected with many a long looke, 
vntil he had ſcene and embraced Chriſt Ieſus, the light of 
the Gentiles,the glory of Iſracl; the ſaluation of allthat 
with a faithtull and zealous affection & loue doe wait for 
his comming, to the comfort of the afflicted, and to the 
terrifying ot the wicked an4 vngodly, which haue not 
already wayted, neither embraced him as Simeon did. 

And wanted for the conſolation of Iſ7 ael. 

Faith, in all afli&ions, doth lift vp her head, waiting in 
aſſured hope,beyond all hope; and ſeeing the clouds ſcat. 
teredouer her hcad, yet ſhee is cuer comfortable to her | 
ſclfe, ſaying : Anon itwill bee calme : and although all 
the friends in the world doefaile, yetit neuer fayleth nor 
ſainteth, bur ener keepeth promiſe in that which by the 
verity of the Spjrit of God it affureth, vntill her ioy bec 
fulfilled. AU! are not Iſraelites that are borne of Iſrael. Si- 
weon was an Ifraclite indeed, for he waited for the Meſ. 
fias from Gol with patience and expecation : ſo the Spi.. 
ricof Gol dwelleth alwaycs with them, which alwayes 
ſay, Thy will be done. | © [AT 

26, And a renelation was ginen him. of a6 
1f we wait as he did, the Spirit will affure vs as it did ' 
: him, 


of the Song of Simon win. 


him,that we ſhal ſee God before we die:& they that long 
in faith to ſce the ioyes ofheauen, the Spirit aſſurethand 
promiſerh faithfully vnto them; that they ſhall ſee it, 

27. And hee came by the motion of the Spirit into the 
Temple, | 


Simeon came into the Temple,at this time, by the pro- 


\vidence of God. The worldings wil cal it chance, but the ©!9*16.13. 


\/ Euangeliſt would not chop that in, becauſe it-is manifeſt 
that all things come to paſſe by the prouidence of God, 
without which there is nothing done. By this prouidence 
Rebecca came forth to wait on her fathers Catrell, when 
Abrahams ſeruant prayed, and looked for her comming, 


that he might rake her for Iſaac,to marry withall, By this 2.San.9.z0.0 


rouidence Saw! was anoyuted King by Samncl, when he 19-1, 
fad no ſuch thought in his heatt, but went about ſecking 
for his fathers Afles that were loft. 
;  Andbe came by the motion. of the Spirit . 
The Diuell ted Chriit vnto the. top of an high Moun- 
tayne,that he might ſhew him the. glory of the World, 
which deceiyeth vnſtable mindes :\o would hge doe.you, 
if you would be led by-ſuch &giide : but I wouldnor 
haue you to marke the vaine, motions offugh a ſpirit; 
whichleads to, nathing bt ono yanitie andpride : for af. 
ter he hathled you to thet Þ.,4n4 allured you by carnal; 
pleaſures as much. as hee can, if you they fall Jowneto 
worlhip Mammon,an1 embrace the World,the ſame ſpi- 
rit willafterward leade you, nay, rather caſt you doyyne 
from the top of all vnto Lorefi  T-beſeech you, and 
heartily iptreat you, that” you woulJbee the Seruants of - 
God,an4 Seruants of the Spirit of God, to be led by it, to 
obey it, and to doe nothing. WA to his willthat you 
can tefraine,bur allchoſe' good things, which you would 
weredon? by you, and goe thither whether you would , 
come ; for all would come to heauen, but all willnot goe 
to heaugn If you will all heare, I will teach youall : yea, 
| [ will 


AR 19-1. 
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T wil vndertake this:heare and marke my words,and you 
ſhrl! be led by the power of the Spuit to our Lord Icſus 
Chriſt.. And Tpray tothe Lord, that Imay ncuer preach 
tothe candemnation of any among you all,, yca, 1 wiſh 
that euery one of you were more zealous & more godly 
then my ſclfe, Bur towhom ſhall I compare you ? eucn to 
the vagabond Jewes, of whom Lake mcnticncth in the 
Att; that they toake vpan.them to adiure cuill (pirits by 
the name of Icſus, whom. Paul preached, to whom the 
euil ſpirits anſwered, ſaying : leſus we know, and Paul 
we know,but whoare ye? & thuſe which had the cuil ſpi- 
rits, ran ypon them and ouercame them, ſo that they fied 
out of that houſe naked & wounded : and thus the Deuil! 
preuailed againſt them atthat time, becauſe they ſought 
ro work with anothers inſtrument, and preuaile with an- 
others weapori. If they would haue ſaid, In the name of 
Ieſus whom we preach, they might haue preuailed ; but 
they thought it ſufficient. that, Pas/- preached. him, 
thoughthey neher profeſſedhim, And ſo wee leane vpon 
anorhers ſtaffe, and thinke to be ſaued, becauſe God ſa- 
ueth others. V Ve ſhalbe dealt withall as were thoſe vaga- 
bond Tewes : forhe will anſwere : ſuch know, and ſuch I 
know; but whoare yee? Therefore itbehoueth, vs all to 
pray vntothe Lord, that he would furniſh vs with wea- 
pons tocncotmter againſt al the euil motions of the ſpirit 
of Satan,that we may ouercome, & not be ouercome and 
put to flight, like thoſe vagabond Iewes;but that we may 
haue oile alwaies in ourlamps burning,& alwaics armed 
with watchfulnefle againſt our enemy, leſt Satan ſteale 
ypon vs vnawearcs,in the darke,and leade vs to fulfil his 
luſts;and ſpoilevs, and ſtrip vs,and leaue vs ſtark naked. 
27. Andbe came by thi motion of the Spirit into the Temple, 
oc. | : | 
Ifwee would thinke that his Spirit doth leadevs into 
The Temple, we would mark very diligently the we we 
| &fcof 


Wilks 


of the Soinyof Shieon, | 
thereof when we are there, whether it ſpeaketh to vs in 
our o:vne ſoules, by the mouth of the Miniſter of God 
who is the Miniſter, not of the Lecter, 'bur' of the pirit 
and grace of God, Ad eas 
27 Andwhen the Þ arents brought in the Child Teſws, te 
doe for him according to the cuftome of the L aw, 
28. Then hee tooke him in his armes, | 

Happy Simeon imbracing Cliriſt, but nothappy that he 
embraced him with his hands, but therefore happy, be- 
cauſe heembraced himin heart, Happy are they & bleſ- attth.r3,16, - 
{ed which ſee the things that ye (ee,& the cares thatheare 
the things that ye heare, ſaith Chriſt ; bar curſed are wee, 
that hearing and ſeeing doe not repent : for we cannot be 
blefſed by hearing and ſeeing onely, vnleſle we heare and 
ſce with profit,ſo that we in heart embrace Chriſt.But we 
wil obie&,that we are Ifraclites,and are circumciſed,and 
haue receiued the Sacrament of Chriſts bloud, that wee 
might be his People,and he our God:bur this will not ex- 
cuſe vs,normitke vs ſeem atiy thing better in the light of 
God,but rather worſe, ifwe hane not ceaſed toembrace 
the world,to embrace vanities, and haue vnfainedly em- 
bracedthe Word of God,and alſo the Lord leſus Chriſt, . obeſ 
For itis ſaid, that Chrift ame amongſt bis 0ymne, and his , 20,422 
owne reeciued him not:but therefore accurſed areſo ma- 
ny of them as reie@ their owne ſaluation, which being on 1.11, 
freely offered' vnto them,wil not ſtretch forth their hands 
to recciue it:thar is, wil not atrEd with their ears to heare 
it, or at leaſt will not enlargetheir hearrsto embracy'it; 


£ ore win 
If Sewwelhad heard the firſt time that God called him, 
then God needed not to call him theſecond or third, If 
Peter had marke the crowing of the Cock at firſtrime,as 4? t2, 
hed did at the third, the Cock needed not toctow thrice. 
Now therefore,when yoi heare th: ſame ſounJ againe; 
which you hane heard before, remember noyy that the 


Cock croweth the ſecond time : for you know: what dif- 
commoditie doth come by negligence, & what commo- 
ditieby attention : for if you attend and follow, Juſtice 
ſhall befwallowed vp of mercy, © 

S1ME © Nprayſed God, 

Simeon was thankefull, Here is the example, but where 
be they that follow it?If nine Lepers be cleanſed, yet but 
one retyrneth togiue thanks, then one is all, YVnthanke- 
fulneſſe 3s the firſt Gueſt that ſitteth at the table ; for ſome 
will nor ſtick roſay,thatthey neuer ſaid Grace ſince they 
vere children : but if they had ſaid, they neuer had grace 
ſince they were children, I would rather belecue them, 
Doe you not ſay, Gize vs this day our daily bread? If you 
doe, for ſhameſay ſono more, begge no more at Gods 
hands, vatill you be more thankfull for that you haue re- 
ccjued,. For, behold, the heauens frowne vpon you for 
your ſinnes, and theca. th denyeth her fruit, and is be- 
come barren, becauſe of your vnthankfulneſſe., . . 

Andprayſed God, andſaid &e, Here Simeon prayed and 
prayſed God, yet bur in few words, for God deſighteth 
not in much babbling:- hee prayed not like the Ethnicks, 
the Phariſes, orthe Prieſts of Baal; but Smzeow prayed 
with the heart like Moſer, and was heard, | 

Andſaid. He ioyfully prayſing Godſpake,yea ſweetly 
as it were ſung it. Though you ſing:all Daxids Pſalmes 
oner, and haue not Dawad: ſpirit, it profiteth nothing:and 
though David was heard ka hee ſung ;them, yet you 
canpot be heard. Therefore lerys pray-ſozthgrpur praiers; 
may be heard. But we cannot, with the heart:and ſo that 
we-may be heard pray,if wee turneaway vurcares from 
the Word ; for ſo doing, whatſoeuer prayers we make, 

they are abominable. Therefore let vs heare ſo,that beg» 
ring we may profitby-it. Ler vs not- heare ſtil ſovnpro- 
fitably.as.we were wont to do:it wedoc, itſhal be rgqui- 
ted at qurhands, Doc you thinke, you. ſhallneuer be - 
c 
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.of the Sony of Simeon. | 
led to zccornt of that whichThaue preachedvnto/yous” 
An1' therefore as ſoone &s ye/are gone our of 4ce;al | 
is ſhut vp;& allis forgotten;Godis cxempretl your. 'Y 
minde&Our Sauiotr Chriſt faith, The word I ſpeake vnto _— ___— 
you, ſhalljn4ge' you atthe laſt day. Afeery is commented © 047* "> 
tor that ſhze heard our Szutonr very diligently ;laymng vp ' 
his wordsin herhcart:& [acob was wiſerthenall his chit- 
dren, inthat he remembred the dreame of vnrill 
he ſaw ir fulfilled. Thoſe that lone the Lord with an vn- 
fained loue,do gia y heare his voice, and become obedi- 
cnt. My (peep beare my voice,ſaith Chriſt, & thy that lone Ibn 10.27, | 
the Arke 2 Daned did, will dance about the Arke as Da- 2:92m-6-14-" 
wa id, andthat withioy an1 gladnes. Iſae was a good ©%%53 -, 
man, his name ſignified laughter, whereby was ſhewed 
whar 1oy and laughter there ſhould bee abour Chriſt Te- 
ſis, for he was the figure, the truth was Chriſt himſelf, 
The Virgin ſung when ſh:e knewrhat thee ſhould beare [6122-46 = 
him ;the Angels fng ioyfully when he was borne, an "OS 
Simeon (ung when he was brought into the Temple. | 

If Sizs:0n had not longed, and ſo waited for the-conſo- 
lation, ſhould hee now hane had this ioy and exultarion? 
he could not haue felt it; for as our deſire is, ſo is our ioy. 
And ſurely, therefore we receiue not found comfort; or, 
feele ſmall ioy by the preaching of rhe Goſpell, - becauſe 
we with longing waitnot forir, wehaue no ligely deſire 
of it, we hungerand and thirſt not after it, 

Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſernant depart. Simeon waiting 42 
ſprehe conſolation of Iſrael, longing to ſee the Sauiour, | 

fk the Hart,panting for the water brooks, til he had * 
beield his beſt Beloued:butas ſoone as he haT taketi him 
im his armes, whom his ſoule deſired toſee;, hee ſo thirſted 
for death, that kee thenceforththonght of; ſought after, 
beiought GoJ for nothing,bur to leaue this life, 8& hence 
to depart : for he forthwith finging, prayed: Now lerteſt 
thew thy ſernant depart; Bat doe you (ſay ſome) _ : 

mens - 


mend himherein? did he well? May not any man defir 
death? may not the faſtned Ship in a ſtrange Land defir 
tobe looſed, tohaſten tohis longed for Port at home? 
may nota man, impriſoned amongA bitter encmies, de- 
fire tobe ſer ar liberty,to returne to his owne Country, in 
fieedometo live amongſt his ſweet friends ? Are we not 
ſtrangers here,and by vnpeaccable moſt deadly enemies, 
our owneFleſh,the V Vorld,& the Diucl,held priſoners in 
the chaines of ſin, and manifold infirmities ? and is not our 
home heauen, andthe Saints and Angels our moſt deare 
friends ? No maruell then that Saweon here deſireth to be 
looſed, or let depart. And Pax! profeſſeth, he defireth to 
| be diflolucd or vnlooſed,as ſhipsina ſtrige land faſtned, 
as ſtrangers among cruel! enemies impriſoned. They 
were vnnaturall if they did not ; it were vnreaſonable to 
require they ſhould not ; for wee not onely may thinke it 
lawfull, but muſt alſoacknowledg ec it, cuen a neceſſary 
duty to deſire death.For is there ti] then in vs any perfe&; 
yea,any pure obedience of God? Doth not fin as long as 
this life laſteth,dwel in our members?Is there any paſlage 
tothe perfec& life, but by the firſt death ? The Fiſh, which 
is take in the net out of the ſea,ſtruggleth to get in again: 
and eAdem thruſt out of Paradiſe, would faine haue becn 
within 2gaine : how much more ſhould we be deſirous to 
be ſettled inthe truc Paradiſe, in afſurance neuer to bee 
pnt from thence ? Therefore, alſo it is not onely our dut 
todefire death, but alſo as ſoone as any clcerly ſeer 
Chriſt, preſently he deſircth todye. For though his ſtare 
be neuer ſo pleaſant, though his life be moſt celights.', 
h he excell inriches, and pleaſures, and honours 
and ledge, andglory, and farre exccede all that & 
fuer were: yet atthe ſight of Chriſt hee euen reioyceth to 
orgoe all,the loue of the V Vorld falling away like the 
Mantle of Elias, when hee was rapt into heauen, and ſo 
cry eth with the Apoſile, / deſire to be diſſolned ; that he 
may 
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may bee with Chriſt. For Chriſt is light, andas ſoone as 
they ſee him, they ſeealſs themſclues, and the' worlds 
falſe happineſſe; his gtory, and their ſhame and filthy 
neſſe : which maketh them with for death, that they may 
ceaſe to ſmne againſt Gol, and perfeRly pleaſe him, and 
enioy true happineſſe withhiny: forall Ginne is bloud ia 
their eyes, and all worldly pleaſures vanities. 

But why then (ſay you) have Hemay the Exrachite, 4 

Pſe.$8.15,16,17, anJ Exechiab that godly-King, Eſa cog 
38.rc,12,13,14, and thatmanafrer Gods owne oy + 
the ſweet Singer of Iſrael, Danid, Pſal.6 4+ 30.8,9.10 xa 38.12,19 
prayed, and taught others to pray againſt death ? Why? Pbi.1.23,249 
Becauſe they all were; and woutdhaue others to bee im 
the feruent loue of God,both to dye, and to line deſirous: | 
to liue,that they might amongſt men vpholdand further 
the true worſhip of GoJ, fo toſaue their brethrens ſouls, 
and aduancethe glory of God the more: to dye,tharthey 
might perfe&ly obeying God, fully pleaſe him,and freed 
from all euil), enioying all good, with him moſt bleſſedly 4 
liue. For not onely the Apoſtle Pas!, but all theſe, an1 : 
whatſoener are grounded in the faith of Chriſt, buteſpe- : 
cially all chat haue ſtrong hope toaduance the honour of 
GoJ1, are ina ſtrait, asthe1Apoſitle (peakerh, Philip. 1.27. 
and cruſhton both ſides, cuen with two contrary deſires: 
to be with Chriſt, which is beſt of all for themſclues ; and 
to continue amongſt men, which is moſt needfull for 
them. So that rhis remaineth a manifeſt moſt neceſſary 
duty, and of all, that haue trucly,as Simeon beleeued in 
Chriſt, performed : namely, theneeforth ſtill ro deſire 
death, though they. atfo withall deſired life for others, 
death for themſclues. 

Yet,all that defire death, performe not a duty : for the 
wicked often deſire to dye,” but noe duely : for, h 
they wiſh ſometimes for it, and be willing alſo to abi 
it : yer doc they not in hearrdefire it, becauſe they thinke 
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it not a thing inthe ordinance of God good, and that for 
them, but vtrerly hare it, holding itan extreme cuill, For 
they e, as the truth is, itwilldepriuc ther * 
of all their delights - which heere they deſire, and they 
cangot bur at leaſtfeare, it will rake from them all pica- 
ſure, and bring themrto caſcleſle, and yet endlefſe paine 
þ- and torments intolerable, and yet vaſpeakeable : For, 

= theſentence of the vachangable God is already giuen; 
* Rewel.11.8. The fearcfull, and vnbelecuing, and the abominable, 
3 and-Martherers, and whore-mongers, and Sorcerers, 
and [dolaters,and Lyers,ſhall hauc their part in the Lake 
which burneth with fire and brimftone, which is the (e= 
; cond death, And the juſt Indge (hall ſay to all our wore 
| Mods 43.+* kers of iniquity, Goc yee accurſed-into hell fire, prepared 
forthe Diuell and his Angels: hell fire, where the worme 
neuerdyeth, & the fireneuer gocth out. Whercupon, this 
nſw. the Prophet auoucheth, 7here is no peace to the wicked, 
57 fab aw God: Forin their ſtrong hope they feele a ſting- 
£ ing feare, their greateſt confidence is not without trem- 
bling of conſcience. Therefore, fearing the ennent of 
deathtobe fort aSindeedeir is) horrible, they 
veterly abhorre it, dereſt it. extremely, How then 
ſay ſome) ſhould they ſeeke death fo eagerly ; How 
d they murder them(clues ſo willingly ;- They doe 
it not 1 m6 but wittingly; not freely,but 
forced with feare of ſome ſuppoſed greater evill : The 
troubles of this world, the anguiſh of body, the horror 
of minde, they are moſt impatient of, they cannot, they 
will not endure them, and thereupon they ſometimes 
preferre death before life, lefle willing to hue in vexati- 
on, then dying to try, whether they ſhall feele what they 
feare,cucrn deferned damnation: for they are neuer wil- 
ling todic;but vwowilling to liue often,& ſo worke'them- 
ſclues endlefſe woe, in hope of ſuppoſed happineſle, ab- 
| horring life,nottruely defiring death. For how dye they, 
when 
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of the Song of Simon. 
when they moſt voluntarily bereaue 'thernſelnes of life? 
not in loue of God, longing to pleaſe wor «mayer 4 
RE ney bat 

iq inde. ei ng that cannot ſatisfi 
their lofts, or haue loſt outward things mmmoderatly 
loued : or fearing if they dye, deſeruedrorments : ifthey 
line, they ſhall eyther continue in felt horror, or loſc ho» | 
ped for honour :either impatient of Gods rod, fretting 
againſt him that they ſo heauily feele his fury, and can» 
not fiercely fulfill their malicious mindes, or freely feede 


remayne er,rather abhorring life, then any wa 

truel ring donk Therefore: in Simeon dul def 
red death, thar which wee heard of Simerwwinthebegin- 
ag Sogn, to wit, that he was iuft and feared 


Fornone bur the truely religious, none but they that *' 
by faithare aſſured theyare before God rightcous,. cari 

rightly defire death. For 'who would deſire a change 
butfor the better ? Bur all that are ignorant-of God, all 
the vafaithfull, what knowledge ſoeuerthey haue, can 
not be inberter caſe dead, then they are now in liuing, 
though moſt miſerably payned : nay, cannot bee 
without inſt feare, wheh theyforgoe this lite, ro feele for 
cuer the ſecond death; Bur the faithfull having their 
conſciences quiet, and alſo joyfull in Chriſt, free from 
the feare of that death they haue' deſerued, and aſſured 
by qe” 1g that life which God ro all faithful 
hath promiſed, earneſtly wiſhto dye'in fertent loue of 


God, and zeale of his glory, chat ſo they may ceaſe from 


0d, and neuer ecaſc magnifyi 
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his mercy ; ſhewingthereby that they are weary of the 
ſcruice and bondage of Sathan and fintie, and afſured af- 
ter. death to enioy the true Life, moſt fully glorifyi 
God, and moſt perte&ly plealing him for, cuer ; = 
therefore alſo they deſire death, notſhortning their life, 
but wayting his leaſure and calling, thereby glorifying 
God, as in their lives they haue done,and to doc. 
For man was not borne at his owne will,and therefore . 
may not dyc at hisowne pleaſure. Therefore.they beg ic 
of God,referring themſclues cuer to his good will - 
where,and how by death they ſhall glorific him, ill de- 
firing it, but never wilfully procuring it. 
y ebieR,. that placke the houſe on his 
owvne head, as well as on the Philiſtines; we mult vnder. 
ſtand, that Samſon was a figure of Chrift, and therefore 
as it wereoffring himſelfe ro-God a ſacrifice,firſt prayed, 
and thenglorified God athis death, more then all his life, 
in killing ſo many of Go1s enemies. And becauſe they 
wait the Lords leaſure, they not onely wilfully murder 
not themſclues, but are carefull alſo leſt fooliſhly vnwit. 


tingly they haſten ir, For alltheyare guiltic of their owne 


bloud, that eitherby foole-hardy, raſh or vnwiſe beha. 
uing;,or with ſurfers, drunkennefle ; or any i povans 
viing of themſclues, ſhorten their life, Yea, though they 
rxender their liuesneuer ſo deare, yet are they guilty, bo. 
cauſe they willingly vſe the means that brings death. 

Simeon had ſeene much in his many dayes, but when 
hee ſaw Chriſt,he was -vnwilling to live any longer to ſee 
more. Hisdeſireis accompliſhed , his long longing at 
lengrthis ſatisfied, hisferuent expeRation with free ioy 
now. fulfilled. It is hk, Gaith Simcor , that I hauc 
ſcene my Sauious : as [aceb (aid, [tir enough that my ſorxe 
Joſeph linerb, How much more then ſhould wee bee (a. 
tished wich this,and in all thankfulneſſe reſt in it, that we 
hauz(cene Chriſt, not as Sinveov, in wegkeneſle and __ 
neſſe 


tf the Song of Simeon, 
neſſe,but viRorious, moſt glorious, ouer Sin, Death,and 
Hcll eriamphing, and are more affurcd then laceb was, 
that hee, not as /oſepb vnder Pharaoh in Egype, liucth, 
but in heauen with his Father in higheſt Maieſty,raigneth 
Lord oner all, hauing all power bothin Heauen and j,,,,., 
Earth ?and moreouer,where he is,thither ſhall we come, 1196 3.3. - 
and be like him, and with him as fellow-heyres raigne in Kom-?.1v. 
the Kingdome of ourFather forcuer, 
Simverns knew Chriſt as ſoone as he ſaw him, and em- 
braced him as ſoone as he knew him; and enioyed him as 
ſoone as hee embraced him : ſo ſome know the Word of 
Godas ſoene as they heare it, and belceue it as ſoone as 
they know it, and feele the comforr of it as ſooneas they 
belecue it. But othes heare itas thoghthey keard it not, 
like deafe Adders which ſtop theireares at the voyce of 
the Charmer. So Pharob would not heare the voyce of y,,q;.o:. 
Moſer, nor Baali Prieſts the yoyce of Elias : and others 1.King.14, 
though they know it, yet will not beleene it, as if God p 
were vntrue - ſoall malicious wretches that preferre the 
pleaſures of ſinne before the glory of God : and others, 
they belecue it, yer can they not cither preſently, 
or when they will, feele the comfort of it, much lefſe the 
toy which is offered by it; namely, tht heart oppreſſed, 
the deſolate afflifed ſoule, 
The ſeed isnot caſt all on a heape,but itis caſt abroad: 
therefore, where be the fruits of the Spirit that you haue 
brought foorth ?Fer the Spirit of God is not like a dead 
potion inthe ſtomacke, which worketh not; neither can 
we haue this Spirit in vs, and feele it nor, Forifthou haſt 
it, it will lead thee as it did longing Siees (as vee hauc 
hitherto ſeen) to the Temple,and when thou art there, it 
will lead thee to Chrift, and when thou haft receiued and 
embraced him, it will poſſeſfe thee withioy,and fo with 
thankefulneſfe and godly care to keepe him,and toenter- 
| tayne him, and tobe obedjent vnto him : nay, alſo witha 
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longing td be loofed hcnce, and ecuermore perfe&ly to 
pleaſe him. Therefore,beloued, iudge your ſclues,that ye 
[9 not judged of the Lord. 

Thy ſeruon, 

The goily woulJ not kaue this pruile !ge for all the 
riches irvthe world,for that they are the ſeruants of God, 
fellowes to Princes and Angels, for we (eruc him whom 
D axid, Salomon, Exachias, lofiar,ſerucd : yea, towhom 
athoufand thouſands, Das. 7. 10. cucn innumerable An- 

miniſter, Heb. 12. 23, _ him ”_ is ak ng 
cucr. Seruing-man beares the cogniſance of his 
Ex0.14.43,23, Maſter vpon his fleeue.. What then-will the Lord ſay, 
Keck. 9.4.11, when he commeth and findeth vs marked with the badge 
Ierie.r-3.5 of Sathan: Surely he will ſay,Giue vnto Satan that which 
< jisSathans. Burt all the houſes of Iſraclare ſprinkled with 
the bloud of the Lambe, 'and all mourners in Icruſalem 
aremarked,and all the choſcnare ſcaled with the ſeale of 
the liuing God: 
Well was it ſaid, The poore receine the Goſpell. The 
menare more forward in the truth,and more zea- 
| the aged, the ſonne then his father, the ſcruant 
then his maſter. Once the younger brother ſtole away 
the bleſſing from the c1der, therefore the elder hared him 
cucnfor his zeale.. And when was [acob hated more then 
he is now : When was he (© hatred and perſecuted as hee 
is now by Eſas: Yet; in the old time, men were more 
zealous in their age, then cuer wee heare of themto bee 
in their youth ; yea, they were zealous in the Lords: bu- 


"__, hindred not Noab from building of the Arke 
— ar tb 
from reioycing and mirth, when he beheld and embraced 

the Lord Teſus Chriſt: Then old Sion imbraced Chriſt, 

& he enioyed him with ioy in zcale:but now-whore 

230d Simeon? There be but few of them to.be ſcene com- 

ming. 


of the Song of Simeon, 
ming tothe Temple torecei ue Chriſt;but now young men Pgcn't: 
receine him, yong Simeon, yong Daniels, yong Seamnels, ;.Timq.ns 
young Timothies, and yong Oneſimmus, and the yong Infants Phil-to. 
begin to ſpenke againe. Mat.>te1 fo 

The yong hauc him,thcy are zealous, and I hope they 
will keepe him, though old meu negle& him.Satan,thou 
haſt roo much for nothing already. 

In peace &8. 

Chriſt brings peace with him, not the peace of the 
World, bur that peace which pa{leth all vnderſtanding, 
AMy peace [ leaue with you, lob.t4.27. My peace remaine 
with you, ſaith he. Our peace is laid vpin Chriſt, and all 
the peace wee haue, wee haue by him, elle it isnot truc / 
peace. Simeon was iuſt, and feared God in his life, and 
therefore he departed in peace : ſo marketheend of the 
Iuſt, and follow their ſteps, and you ſhall then depart in 
peace, like the Lambe vpon the Croſſe, Wanda 2.4: 

Faine would Ba/aams dic the dearth of the righteous, but "—— 
Balanm —_— live the life of the righteous : therefore 
al ce to this. Happy are the depart in peace, 
whowhen Death ſaith Feare,& the Serpet Cath Deſpaire; 
they ſay by the ſpirit tothe fleſh, Crouch, and bid the Ser- 
pent flic, while Death openeththe priſon doores. 

Ifthe papiſts would haue men to depart in peace, they 
would neuer ſay, thatthoſe which depart, gocto purgie« 
corie : for ſoby their owne ſaying, the worſt part is be- 
hind. For they affirme, that the paine thereof is farre 
gricuouſerthen any that inthis life may be ſuſtained, But 
agaive, ſomeſay, this purgatory is in the Earth neere ro 
Hell,zn.ſoitis too farre ftrom[Heauen tobe ſaned. Some 
doe ſay, they are puniſhed there by fire ;and ſome ſay,by 
water ; and ſome ſay, by fire and water,Some, laſtly,doe 
ſay, that the good Angels torment; and others ſay, thar 
the euill ſpirits doe its. Inthis variety of moſt vncomfar- 
table Opinions ,' how is it poſſible hence to depart in 
D;3 peace 


Pal.z7.496 


The ff Sermon 
peace ? Bur we muſt vaderſtand ir j4 a painted Sepulchre 
wade for the pampering of the liuing, not fer the puniſh. 
ing or purifying of them that be d5ad. Forthe Locuſts 
| of Kome do liue altogether by ſuch Trentals, and by ſuch 
| _ Traditions;and.this is the profitableſt dreame that cuer a. 
Liber 62. ny of themdreamed : bur it is manifeſt by the Word of 
God, that where the tree falleth, there it lyeth , and (hall 
"  lIyeforcuer. Diverand Lazarwcaredcad ; and where they 
__ are, thither ſhall we all goe. Sathan hath many fleights to 
s decciue vs, of which this 1s one of the greateſt, to bring 
vs fromthe Word of God, to dreames and Traditions, 
and things inuented by the braynes of mortall men, 
which haue notthe Spirit of God in them, 
eAccording to thy word. 
= wp wy $0 good ground : <> there. 
re,.though I have ſhewed you it is vagodly,as being not 
according tothe Word, fome thinke ixbut a ſmall matter 
to ſay forthe dead, Lord haue mercy them, at leaſt 
they thinke itis a veniall fin, if it be a fin» Burt ler vs take - 
Beb-22139 heed how we make trifles of ſins, for there isno dallying 
":23:25* withGod, whoisicalous asa conſuming fire, when hus 
people make ſuch ſmall account of his words. Other de. 
mand,whether it be notbetrer roſay, God be with them, 
then the Diucl be with chem ? borh-which arenaught,and 
to beeſchewed, And hercin they aske this queſtion like a 
thiefe, who hauing robbed a man by ry, 7 1 » and 
being taken with it,and demanded why, he did ſuch a vil- 
lany,ſaith : Is it not better torob him, when co Kill him ? 
as though he muſt neeeds doe one of them ; then what 2 
ſhameleſſe anſwere is this ? for it is manifeſt, that of two 
euils none is to be choſen. 

Some willſay, Itis ateſtimony of our good will. To 
ſuch we muſt reply, = __— is2 Teſtimony of your 
ignorance : then alittle conference they will 
graunt, thatindeedeit dqygh not profjr them. _—_ 


of the Cang of Sixzeon, 
muſt reply and ſay, God harh made all ta profito 
vs, and hath commanded that nothing be vied vnproti- 
tably ;no not ſo much as a vaine ſpeaking; ſaying, 
That for cuery idle word we muſt giue account atthe day 
of Iudgement. Then they reply agaior, ſaying z If irdoe 
them no good, it doth them no + But we mult an- 
(were,It were good to beware leſt it doe thy ſelfe harme. 
Another ſort will reply and ſay, I pray God T neuer 
doe worſe, But toſuch we muſt anſwere;l Av you 
may doe better : and you ſhould firſt know w you 
doe not harme , before you doe it, For indeede it mult 
proccede of harme, being ſpoken in doubting, without 
faith; for if you beleeued tharthey were laid vp in peace, 
whom you pray for, what need you pray for at all? 
But it ſhewes an vnbelecuing heart, and we know that 
whartſoeneris not of faith, is finne, and the Lord will ſay 


'of them, Who hath required theſe things at your hands? Remy; 


You haue wrought vanities. Now therefore you will not 
leaue it becauſe you vſcd itithen wil you ſay alſo,we will 
not leaue our Lying,nor Swearing, nor our Curling, be- 
cauſe we haue vſedir. Ie willgricue me'if Lheare you vic 
theſe ſpeeches hereafter, hauing no reaſon nor proofe of 
Scripture to maintaine it by, or tobe your warrant in it : 
therefore I charge you in the name of God, that you vſc 
chem not ; but rather when you heare this, or any other 
finne condemned, lay hands vpon it,and ſce that you pur 
it todeath without delay, according to the Law of God. 
According to thy Word, 

When Satan hath thus poſſeſſed vs with this opinion, 
that inthe ſcruice of God wee may negie& the Word 
of God, then profites and piſſes ide vs inour pro- 
feſhon: bur they that doe ſo profeſſe Religjon and godli- 
neſſe, can neuer haue any comfort by it all their life, For 
their owne hearts accuſe them for Hypocrites, becauſe 


they wait not for the conſolation of God, hceeneingy oh 
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his Word : and whatſoeuer is not done according to that 
Word, cannot be acceptable:and this Word they care not 
for, neither haue it in eſtimation. When Adam ſecth 
his nakedneſſe, the ſubtill Serpent can decziueno loager, 
but before hee ſceth his nakedneſle, hee is euer decciued, 
an | lead away with the multitude into innumerable er. 
rors.Some ſay, they ſhall be ſaued by goo Workes,and 
ſome by the Popes Pardon, others fay,by Purgatory,an 
theſc will hauc a Maſſe ſung for the as long as the World 
ſtandeth,g& all for one ſilly ſoule, thinking to be ſaued by 
it. And yet ſee their blin ines, for they ſeeme to thinke that 
their corment ſhall not ceaſe as long as the world ſtadeth; 
elſe why ſhoull1 they find and hyre men to ſay Maſle for 
them ſolong?butrtheſe arerthe fat morſels of Beals Pricits, 
and for this cauſe is the Popith Creed male very fauora- 
ble to the Clergy.Well,ſay that Ignorance is the Mother 
of Deuorion,for when the Couctouſnes of the Prieſts, & 
the Ignorance of the people ioyned together, then they 
inuented purgatory,Maſles,prayer for the dead,and then 
all their Trinkets. For if they had not held our Fathers in 
ignorance,keepihg them fromthe Word,they would ne. 
uer hane been Papiſts. But when they caſt a miſt before 
the eyes of men, then the blind fell intothe ditch, which 
doth containe ſo many grofle corruptions, 
For mine eyes haue ſeen thy ſaluation. 

Fer, &c, Becauſe the Holy Ghoſt by inſpiration had 
declaredvnto him, that hee (hould not dye, till hee had 
ſeen Teſus Chriſt, therefore the ſame Spirit led him to 
the Temple,an4 ſhewed that whichit promiſed : and ha- 
ung ſcen-rthe ſame, he defired and wiſhed to dye, and 
be rcleaſed from his carthlf priſon, that hee might liue 
with God, As idle andeuill wiſhes: ate vaine, becauſe 
theyarenot according to Faith, nof gronaded vpon the 
Word of God,ſothough we aske as cunningly as Jacob, 


and as carneſtly as the Sonnes of Zebede, yet if we aske 
nor 


of the Sang of Simeon. 
not ia faith according to knowledge, we cannot obtainet 

But we (hou'J'aske {othat we may receme;that we may 

notreturne. empty. Th:refore the ground whereon $4 
wen ſcrlc4 himſclfe ro wiſh tor death, 'was,that hee had 
recciued apromiſ=: of Gad, that hee ſhould be deliuered 
from this miſerabl: life, when he had once ſerene the light 
of the Gentilcs,the Chrilt : and now he had ſcene his Sa 
uiour, and cmpraced the true Meſſizs, which was pro« 

miſed by the Father, figured in the Law, ſpoken of by the 
Prophets, foretol.l by the Fathers,and pointed at by John 
Baptiſt. For thus he rcaſoneth 3 Now, that I ſee thy Sal- 
uation according tothy Word: and therefore the condi. 
tion is now performed, let thy promiſe alſo bee fulfited : 
New let thy Seruant depart, & c. For mins eyes, fc. 

Mine eyes hae ſeene, fc, 

Then we ſee that Chriſt was no Spirit, neither was his 
bo4y a fantaſticall body ; for if he were a Spirit, Sinzeon 
coul 1not (ce him, an4 if his body were a fantaſticall bo- 
dy, then could not he haue embraced him.Therefore wee 
ſce that the words of the Scripture aretruc, which ſaith, 


that Chriſt was perfeR man inall things, ſinne onely ex. Jobs 11. 


cepted. For he ſometime wept, as at the death of L£ats- 
r#1,4n 1 likewiſe ouer Icrulalem. Sometime he thirſted,as 


at the We!! where the woman of Samaria diſputed with on 4. 
him : and aiſo ſometime ate, as at Aarthaes houſe,as alſo Lt 16. 
among Publicans and Sinners, and incuery thing thewed ** 5 


him (clte ro-be perfeRt man. | 
Haxe ſeene,te, 

O Lord,ſaith he, I defire nowto- be diffolued and free 
from the bondage of finne, which ſo long hath inhabited 
in my mortall body,for now, he is come, by whom thou 
haſt promaſed to f:eeand ſerar libertie, che is come; by 
whom thouhaſt promiſed to breake the Serpents head, 
and he is come that will heale aur infirmitics, and giue 
Arength againſt Sin & ſatan, by Faith & peace, towards 


z 


God, through loue. And now, ſaith he, Thaue embraced 
him,and thankfully doe receive hint beleeve, & am per. 
ſwaded, that this is the ſame Meſhas, whom the Father 
promiſed, & the Prophets fore-told,all Iſrael longed and 
expeRted for, whois the Light of the Gentiles, the glory 
ot Iſracl,and the God of the whole world. So they which 
love the truth of God, and wait with deſire to bee filled 
with the knowledge thereof, ſuch ſhall por dye, vntil! 
they haue their hearts defire with contemplation thereof, 
For as Peter was ſent to Cornelins, and Philip to the Ex. 
wech, ſo the Lord wil ſtirre vp ſuch ofhis ſeruants, as may 
be fir inſtruments to miniſter the ſame vnto vs. Fader in- 
deede dyed before the time, and liued nor to ſee Chriſt 
crucified;burt the Deſciples which louedTeſus,did ſee him 
dye like an vndefiled innocent Lambe, and that to their 
exceeding ioy and comfort, when they vnderſtood how 
that he ſuffered death for loue of them, and for their re» 
demption. Now if Chriſt cannot hide him from ſuch as 
hunger after him through loue, then what ſhall we ſay of 
longed ro fee hi light although they dad's miſt tbe: 

ro ſee his light a mi . 
fore their eyes?Surely,ſuch reac they ſaw Chriſt, 
and embraced kim in their hearrs. And this is our indge» 
ment conorning them, that dyed in the time of ' 
And likewiſe as concerning the reſt, which thoughr to 
ſaued by ory and Maſſes after that they are dead, 
we ſay that they which ſleep without oyle in their lamps, 
they dy ere they are aware of, and ere they wiſh forir, 
like the philiſtines which ſent for Samſon ro laugh and 
mocke at him, and to ſport themſclues, vpon whom the 
houſe fell and deſtroyed them all : or like the Egyptians, 
whichthoughethat the waters had made paſſage for 
them 2s well as for the Iſraelites : both which dyed in 
and for their ſecurity, becauſe they were not wartchfull, 
nor prepared againſt the Lord called then. 


Haw, 


geeing now hee {2 came, for | x Ml longed, 
what are the troublesthatare paſt, and the ſorrows that 
arc came to an en.{? ſo when we hane ourdeſires accom- 
ptiſhed, feeling the ſound comfort of the Goſpelt, what 
thould we, how may we thinks, cither op the lengrh of 
time wherein ve waited for them, or the tedionſneffe,or 
alſo grieuouſneſle of the troubles, whercby we haue ob - 
tayned them ? 


Mane ſeen thy Sa/nation. 
As Moſer dyedon the Mount, where he ſaw the land 2***-34+ 
of Canaan:(o the godly dic in the ſight of God,and inthe 
contemplation of his glory, like Stephen, who atthe very 4 +. 
inſtant of his death ſaw the heauens open, & Chriſt Ieſus 
fitting at the right hand of his Father, & like Simeon here 
which deſireth to bo looſed, & no dout ſhortly died view- 
wy en y,and ſothanktally beholding the Lord of life. 
eloued,you are not ignorant that the great Day of 
the Lord is ncere at hand, and therefore they that hauc 
not yet ſcene Chriſt, they that hane. noe yet embraced 
him, but tilt leepe without oyle in their lamps, ſhall ſud- 
denly be ouer-raken without the wedding garment, and 
ſhallbe caſtintoeternall tormentforeuer, 
Hae xt | 
There be many ſights of Chrift, all goe not vpto the 
Mount, as Peter, [ames, and Iobn, all ſee not his face with Matth-r7. 
Moſer, all Neepe not in his lap with ſob, all are not ra- es 
ken yp into heauen like Paw, all embrace him not intheir 23 
armes with Seen, But as pleaſeth God, ſo he ſheweth hows 
himſelfe vnto vs ;and all that loue him, boch ſce. him,and 
embrace him, 
Toſome he ſhewes himſelfe as ina glaſſe, toſome ge- 
_—_ to ſome particularly, ſome he calleth early, and M4#% 20. 
ſome he calleth late, and there is no houre in the day, 
whercin hes calleth not ſome to goe labour in his Vine- 
yard, 
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yard. To ſomehee ſkeweth himſeife by Angels, and to 
vtherſome by Viſions. Abraham ſaw three Angels, Loe 
ſaw buttwo, CManroabs \Wite ſaw but one, and yet one 
was enough, It is ſaid thac eAbratam favs Chiiſt his 
dayes ;but we ſee him cleerer then Abraham, 2nd cleerer 
then lobn, ifrwee beleene in him as wee ſhould. Sore ſce 
Chriſt, andnort his Saluation, and ſome ſec his Szluaticn, 
and doe not embrace it. We ſee Chriſt, when we hearc his 
Word,and we embrace his Saluation,when we belicue ir, 
they ſee him that heare him,they imbrace him,that folow 
him. Here if rhey haJ heard me,1 would haue ſcarched 
Ieruſalem with Lamps,toſce who ſitteth in darknes. Bur 
how can they belceuerthe Word of Gol which heare ir 
not ? how can they-embrace Chriſt which know him nor? 
and all through ignorance, having not the meanes to fee 
him, becauſe their Leaders are cither blind guides, ſleepy 
Watchman, or Hircling-ſhepheards.” And ſurely, itis a 
wofulſcaſe, when Shepherds goe to take, and lettheir 
owne Sheepafone Summer 8 Winter. They ſheer them, 
but neither Summer nor Winter dothey feed them. How 
ſhould thoſe people vndertheir chargeſee Chriſt and his 
Saluation, when they are ſu debard of wholeſome food ,& 
euen ſtarued to death many thouſands of their Soules,be- 
cauſe they hIhe not the food that ncvriſheth the Squle 
_ vnto ſaluation? ant how many be there thatare as c1d as 
Simeon, 2nd yer have not embraced Chriſt Teſus? yea they 
know him notthough they ſee him,neither doc they wate 
for his comming,becauſe they haue no Cefire to embrace 
him #ndtheretoferhey Ceferthir & put It off from their 
youthto their mi4fle-age from their miAdle-2ge rotheir 
ol3-age,from their 0!4.age todeath,ardſorhey can haue 
, doleffure in all theirlife ro erybrace him. Bur to ſuch as 
* fo ſreke him;& wait for him with vnfained diligence,we 
ſay asthe Angeltfijd vnto the Woman at the Sepulchre, 
Feate nor, ou ſecke the Lord Teſus, How is this world ſet 
to 


of the Song of Simeon, 
to deeciue.vs? We can finde leaſure to Cocuilat any rim, 

but we can finde no [eaſbrein all our life long to dojgood, 
that we may at length cnioy the truc ſaluatio”, 

Lhaue ſormewharto ſay to you of this Pari(h : A dainty 
was prepared for you, and you ler the ſtrangers take jt 
from you ; you were required ta afalt, and you did feaſt 
your (clues ; you were.rcquired to come, and pray vnto 
the Lord, and to humble your ſelues in hus ſight, that he 
may turne away his wrath from you, -and you letthe 
Temple ſtand open,andempty,for your perts, and your 
Shops were allopen, anJ or were about your Marc 
dize,forſaking God,and maven, oh winthe vaiuſt Aſaw- 
men,and the vanitics of the world, 

Thy ſalnation. 

He came not by Angels, orby Men, or by any other ,,., . 
meanes,but.onely from the alone and eternall God. He _t 
callethhim thy (aluatian, for his name was not giuen 
him by Joſeph, nor by Mary, but by the Angell of God, , 4... 
ſignifying, thathe was come from Heauen. The Father 7 .,e 3. 
ſaw him when he was borne, the Spirit came vpon him 1uke 14. 
when he was baptized, the a= mmiſtred vnto him Mth.27;, 
in the widerneſle, his enemics ſubſcribed vnro him vpon #5» 

the Croſſe, the Virgin trauailed, the Starre walked, the 
Wiſemen came outof farre Countries to worſhip him, 
Then is not this ſeboueh the Mig \ & $79 Birth is 
glorious, whoſe Life is famous, whoſe Death'is merito. 
rious? None can take vpon him the authority of God, 

bur hee, on whoſe ſhoulders the Lord layerh it, being 

ſent of God, and from God. Then we ſee that our Sauzs 

our is the true Sauiour ſent. from God ; for all Creatures 
beare witnefſe vnto him, yea the very Diuels,with all the "ay 
euill ſpirirs,doe obey his voice, at whoſe Name all knees *'** 
ſhall bow. He came notto bring health, wealth, plca- 
fures,or profits, forthe which if he had, then multitudes 

of worldlings would baue followed him ; but hee came 
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to bring Saluation, Righteouſneſſe, Peace, Truth & Life, 
therefore few carc for him, He came to ſaue finners, not 
all ſinners, nor cuery one that ſaith Lord, Lor4, but hee 
came to ſaue penitent ſinners, which turne vnto God by 
their repentance. Therefore he prayethin eb» for thoſe 
onely that were giuen vnto him. So ſoone as the ſeed is 
ſowne,the ſtones refuſe it, or the Sunne parcheth it,or the 
Thornes choke it : and what comfort hath the Lilly a- 
mong Thornes? Therefore wiſdome taketh her vnto her 
wings, and whiſpereth,faying, You ſhall ſecke me before 
I come, 2 ſhall ſeeke me, but ſhall not finde mee, be. 
canſe ye haue refuſed me when I offered my ſclfe ro you. 
Chriſt is their ſaluation that beleene in him, and make 
much of him, and thankefully receiuc him. The godly he 
deliuereth from ſinne, but the wicked he leaneth bound 
inthe chaines of their iniquitic, to be tormented of him 
which had tempred them th-reunto, whoſe will they al- 
wayesendevouredto fulfill, and not the Lords ; and he 
ſheweththem a hand ypon the wall, writing their con- 
demnation, & another catching them by the hairy ſcalp, 
which maketh all their joints to tremble,& their hearts ro 
deſpaire,& he ſaith vnto them; What doſt thou here with- 
out thy wedding garm&?How dareſt thou come to ſteale 
the childrens bread ? The Spiritof Saw! worketh in him, 
in his bed, & cuery where,and he calleth for the Harpe of 
Dasid to comfort his heart which cannot be comforted; 
And this Spirit ſaith to /uda;; Thou haſt betrayed the 
Lord, and crucified him,therefore goand hang thy ſelfe : 
for cuen at the preaching of ſaluation, the horror of 
damnation, the marke of Cain, ſticketh within thee who 
ſocuer belecueſt nor in Gods ſaluation ? But the godly 
heart gocth home,hauing imbraced this ſaluation,chew - 
ing the cu1,anJ reioycing like the Apoſtles, which reioy- 
ced in that they were counted worthie ro ſuffer for his 
names ſake: and they ſay, O what a good banquet _ 
auec 


I. 
Jo 


of the Song of Simeon. 
kane had this day /what delicious daintics hath God fea« 


fed vs with !and ſo the Bee goeth loden to the hive, and 
gocth longer in the ſtrength Res then Elia: did. 
T wation 


The onely Sauiour is heere called Saluation it ſelfe : 
for if he were called a bare Sauiour only, then you might 
likely veduran. ap ſome other Sauiour ; but heere he is 
called Salaation it (clfe, to ſhew that there is no other, 
For there be more Sauiours,, but ng more Saluations, as 
there be many wayes to death, aud yct but one death, 
The brazen wan, ay was 2 hgure of Chriſt, that they 
whichare oag y ſinne, by fer, and by the Serpent 
which led Enah, may rake (pcede, becauſe there is 
no Meer to comera Che t, 7 14000 

The Papiſts haue found out many ſaluations, they haue 
found out a ſaluation by Saints, a ſaluation by Angels, a 
ſaluationby Maſſes, a (aluation by Merits, aſaluation b 
Idols, as thou 
fice, for they  haue other ſaluations to flec ynto :Thoy 
will have ie, but they will buy it, and what willthey giue 
for it? Why,they wall faſt ſo many dayes,goe ſofarreon 
Pilgrimage, 
many Abbics, and giue ſo many ſurnmes of money tothe 
Mon andrromFharafbrs Scripture goeth againſt 
them , anddi $ their ſhamelecſneſſe, w 


Nun.12. 
lohn 3. 


Chriſt had leaſt to doe in his owne of... 


heir Prieſts to ſay ſomany Maſſes, build (© 


like Ning- Gen.1 ts 


red, that heaping ſtone vpon ſtone, would haue buileyp- - 


ſinne, and cuery houre 


to heaucn,, heape finne v 
ition growes vp from this fil 


ſome one herelic or ſu 
thy roote. 

For, what Papiſt dare ſay, that Syweow thought on any 
of theſe, or put potnny in any other Sautour, but on] 
inhim whom he imbraced in kis armes? For ſaluation is 


by the promiſc of God, and all promiſes are in Chriſt. g,, 
And though [aceb wanted bread, Ioſeph wanted not mo- +.cer.r. 


ney, therefore he gaue them backagaine their mony,and Gwm.43, 


likewiſe 


3-31-18, 


- Regs. 


Ton 14. 


Epbr/.4 
2.C0.1 $+ 
new. 


*_ 
wr 


> {alndtion, what fhall make vs deſpaire?ShallSathan/No, 


EJS bog 

I. kewiſc he gave them that Corne that would haue 
boughe with it, 1 would wiſh them to ſay as 
Teſephs brethren did, that they hane their Corne for no- 
thin g,and their money too: letthem, Iſay be content and 
rcioyce,to ſay,that they haue mercy for nothing , & their 
workes roo, For God cannot be wonne by mens works, 
becauſe they profit not him,burt themſclues.. 

There is no water can waſh Naamer, but Iordan, no 
water can waſh the of ſinne, but the bloud of the 
Lambe, By this the Iſraelites were ſaued, when the de- 
ſtroyer paſſedby, By this the Lord knoweth vs to be his | 
= : and by this the Diuc!1knoweth vs to be none of 

is. Asjris proper vnto Godfobe called , fo 
is it proper vnto Icſus Chriſt tb be called n, He is 
alſo called the Way, the Truth;and the Life : for that life 
which we haue is but a ſparke and ſhaddow of life, bur 
he is the true andeternall life, _ | 

Then ſeeing Chriſt is bothour righteouſneſſe, ſaluati- 
on, and alſothe way, the truth, and the life, to lead vs 
thereunto: it is <7 pre for vs without Chriſt to be ju- 
ſtified or glorified, as it is tobe wiſe without wiſdome, 
righteous without righteouſnefſe, or faved without ſal- 
uation: Therefore let not vs be aſhamed rotake our wa- 
rer from rhe Fountayne,fecing Chriſt is the Fountayne of 
all wiſedome, of all ri ce, ofall truth, of all 
knowledge, of all ſaluarion, and briefly of all goodnefle: 
for there 15.no other Arke to ſaue vs from the floud, no 
other ladder to aſcend with into Heanen, no other Joſeph 
to feedevsin the famine, no other Moſer to. leade vs 
through the wilderneſſe, 

But as the Riucr Siloa runneth through all the Land of 
Iudea,& wateroth the whole City of God: ſo Chriſt doth 
ſhew himſclfe all in a)l,and all-fuficient in mercy to ſane 
and bleſſe all his Charch with ſpirituall gifts. Tf Chriſt be 


for 


"oft , 4 8 of Sh —_— " 
forhe hath ouercome Sathan. Shall Death? No, for hee 


hath overcome death. Shall Hell? No, for he hath ouecr- 
come Hell, Shall the Law? No, for hee hath fulfilled the 


Law. Shall Wrath? No, for hc hath trodden the Wine. ®/«7 6: 


preſſe ofhis fathers Wrath. Therefore it was a ſweet (ay - 
ing of one at his death : whow mine iniqutie is greater then 
thy mercy, O God, then will I fears and deſpayre. 

Saluation is borne, therefore we were all in the ſtate of 
condemnation before : light is come, therefore wee fate all 
in darknefſe before: glory is come,therefore wee were all 
loaden with ſhame beforc : life is come, to ſhevv that wee 
were all deadin finne before. Life is come, and light, and 
ſaluation : life tothe dead, light to the blind, and ſalua- 
tion tothe damned. For Chriſtis called faluation, to ſhew 
that without him, we are all damned fire-brands of Hell, 
heyres of condemnation, and forſaken of God, To him 
that is ſicke, . it iseaſic to be thankfollwhen he is whole : 
but when he is whole,itis harder ro be thankfull then te 
be ficke. I would faine be diſproucd, that Niniue might 
be ſaued,though [mah would not, 

This word ſaluation, is a ſweet word, yea the ſweeteſt 
word in allthe Scripture,arid yet many deſpiſe this worthy 
Jewell, becauſe they know notwhat it is worth, like the 
Dawes, which woul4 rather haue a Barly corne, then a 

\pearl or a iewel,becauſe they know not the value thereof 
O Lord, what is man, that thou art ſo mindfull of him 


O man, what is God, that thou art ſo vnmindfull of him! P/al.s- 


Ifa friend had giuen vs any thing, wee would have than= 
ked him heartily for it, but to him that hath giuen vs all 
th ings ,we wiH novgine ſo-much as thanks, Now therefore 
lettheRock guſh out water againe, & letour ſtony hearts 
power foorth ſtrcames of teares in vnfained repentance. 
Wehaue all called vpon you, but none -regardeth vs, as 
theugh G O D were 2s Fad, _ as though Dives felt no 

pain, 


The fit Strun 
2ine, for Lazar 10y, but all were-forgotten, Many 
T—_ Chriſt commcth into the Temple, and there 4 
ſcarce a Simeentoimbrace him, the Babe 1s heere, bur 
where 1s Simeon: ? 

ItGot had not loued vs better then wee loued our 
ſclues, wee ſhould haue periſhed long ere this, and yet 
we embrace not Chriſt as Swweow, vwho hath ſaued vs 
fromtemporall and ſpirituall puniſhment, Wee are in. 
uited toa banquet, he who calleth vs to it, is God, Whar 
is the banquet ? Saluation. Whd are the Gueſts ? The 
Angels and the Saints. Whar is the fare ? Ioy, Peace, 
R'ghtcouſneſſe; this is the fare, and we inuite you cuery 
one : yet who will come at our bidding ? Some for wanr 

of Faith. ſome for want of Loue, ſome for want of 

Knowledge, haue deſpiſed this holy Ban» 

quet; yetvnto this art thoucalled 
ſtill: O ſoule, vaworthy 
tobe beloucd. 


FINIS, 


THE SECOND SER- 
MON OF THE SONG 


oroldFatugRk 
SIMEON, 


Thy ſalnation, which thou haſt { v5,am before the face of 
all the people, alight to berenealed to the Gentiles, and the glory 


of thy people 1ſr acl. 


Hy Saluation . This word ſa/nation 
VEE] [an 1s a ſweer word, and holds me to1t 
AR »o P like an Ailamantor whenl thought 
1: HI y to proceed, this word ſaid vnto me, 
Stay here, teach this , & teach all; 
PE learne this,& learne all : for it is the 
IS 4 pith of all the mercics of God to- 
+ ward his chifdren. Chriſt is called 
aluation, becauſe no man ſhould deſpaire, & becauſe it is 
impoſſible to be ſaued without him, tor ſaluation is onely 
inhim,Chrift can do any thing but this,he cannot ſauc him Luke r, 
that will not repent.He is called the ſaluation of God, be. £*4e 1- 
cauſe he came not from men, nor from Angels, norby Mad.24 
chance, but from God himſclfe, and therefore his Name —_— 
was not giuen him after the manner of men, which was, Luke "we 
that every father ſkould name hjs owne childe, but ſo did. Nerke xe + 
not /oſeph, for the Angell had giuen him direction for his 


Name. 
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The ſecond Sermon 

The Virgin, the Oracles, the Babes, the Shepheards, 

the Starre, the Wiſemen, the voyce of the Cryer, the De. 
uils, the Lepers, the Sick, the Dead, the Earth-quake, the 
Sunne, the Moone, - and all the Creatures doe beare wit. 
neſſe vnto the Sonne of God, which is our ſaluation. He 
is called the ſaluation of God, becauſe he is ſaluation 
according to Gods owne minde, Hee camenortobri 
eaſe and liberty, but he came to bring the ſpirituallſword 
and condemnation to all obſtinate ſinners, yet ſaluation 
to the penitent, 

I ſhewed you how many deſpiſed this Tewell, becauſe 
they know not whatit is worth : how few Simeons there 
bein the Temple, how few Nathaniele, how few men that 
feareGoJ: theſe plants grow not on enery nd.” 

Who would be vnchankfull, if he knew whos the Lord 
gines, and what he forgiues ? Hee giues the Sonne for 
the Baſtard, the Lord for the Seruant, the Righteous for 
ſinners, the Innocent for the Wicked, and the Almighty 
Lord, for the finnefull ſonnes of Men. Doe 'you not 
marnell how you can offend rhis Lord willingly, 
which hath done ſo much for you? Here I reproue vn. 
thankfulnefſe, ſecuritic, and negligence, ſtriving as it 
were tocrucifie Chriſt againe, as the wicked Iewes did, 
who neuer proſpered fince the time that they ſaid;His 
bloodbevponvs, and vpon our ſeede. They were nor 
like Simeon , whoas ſoone as hee ſaw him, embraced 
him, and rejoyced ouer him. There is no ſhew of grace 
in them, which ſhew no liking of godlinefſe in them- 
ſelves or inothers: for this is the firft part of our Con- 
uerſion , to lone them that loue God,” ani ſo wee 
dravvne tothe Sonne. No man will build an Arke 


 thefloudcome, no man will ſeeke for Corne vntill rhe fa-. 


mine come,:and ſcarce Let willbe gone ont of Sodome, 

before the rime of execution of Gods wrath doe come 

vpon them. | _ 
c 


- 


We preach vnto you, and call vpon you, wee haue e- 
uen wearied our ſclues among you, we haue reproued 
you for finne, and wee mult ſtill reproue you vntill you 
amend : now therefore, if there bee any grace in you, it 
po any knowledge, any feare of God in you,if y ou 

any gaodneſſe in you , if you haue any leaſureto bee 
ſaued, turnebacke now from doing eaill, come out of 
Hell, and pluck your limbes out of the Elutches of the 
Serpeat : for verily we haue not doneſo well in this City 
as the Niniuites ,did for all the preaching and teaching 
we hauc had. For, who hath determined in his heart to 
amend his life? Who hath left his pride ? Who hathre- 
ſtored that which he hath rakenby Extortion, Vſury, and 
wrong ? Surely, they that haue done thus, are monſters, I 
cannot ſec him, he walkes inuifible end cannot be found. 
The heauens tremble at the death of Chriſt , the Sunne 
did hide his face, the Earth quaked, the veile of the Tem- 
ple rent in ſunder,the dead bodies rofc out of their graues; 
and all this was to ſhew that the Prince of the world 
ſuffered violence, and that the Lord of life (uffered death 
forthe ranſome of vs, & of all whoſoeuer throughout 
the world doe belicue the Goſpell, and live in obedience 
thereof; and withall, that he ſuffering for ſinfull and 
wretched'Man, was a Conquerorouer Hell, andalleuill, 
and hathonercome Death. The Scribes were againſt him, 
the Pharifes were againſt him, the Rulers band them- 
ſelues againſt him, the Atheiſts againſt him, and all the 
ſpitfull and enuious Iewes againſt him;whoſe birth was 
baſe,whoſe life was contemprtible,and whoſe death was 
ignominious : but God was with him, and in him, by 
whoſe power hee ouer-came them all, and ſo became the 
ſaluation of God. 


Daxid being to encounter with Goliah, Sawe tooke 1-Samr7; 


and put on him his owne Harnefle, but hee could not 
wearec it, it was too heauy for his little body, therefore he 
E 3 zooke 


Naw,2 1 


_. owne heads, 
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tooke nothing buraſtaffe, anda fewſRones ira (erippe, 
#11 ſo Dawidilue the-pride of the Philiſtines, and the 4 re 
of Iſrael. Andeuen thus the Lord ſet his Sonne to fight 
with the Princeof this world, not with Swords and Tar- 
gets, Bowes; and Bils, -but withthe Word aad Spirit of 
Gott, with the which-he hath owercome, 'and through 
him we alfo hauo the viRory, | 


Which thou haſt prepared before the face of all pop, oe, 

. Heſpeakes this, tothe end that hopes bx mankind 
may be fixed vponhim,as the eyes of all iſrael were fixed 
vpon the brazen Serpent in the wildernes,that when they 
be ſtinged with-the ſting of that fiery Serpent, which dee 
ceſned onr forefathers, they may flie vnto him for helpe, 
kſtrhey periſh intheirſfinne, and their bloud be '0n- their 


Which thou haſt prepared, 

He was prepared long agoe, as it doth moſt plainely 
appeare : forthe Virgin which bare him, theplace of his 
Birth, the poore eſtate wherein he was his Miracles, -his 
Apoſtles, his Tormemes; his Croflc, his Death, his Reſur- 
re&ion & Aſcenſion into heanen;atitheſc were foreſhew- 
ed and fore-rold, long before they came ro paſfe.: There. 
fore ſome ſaid, Who 1s this, thatis ſo often ſpokewot by 
the Prophets? Who is this, 'that:can do many Mirac'es, 
that the Scribes an4 Phariſes cannot doe ? that can raiſe 
the Dead, thatcan<ceaſe the WinJes, that can calme the 


» Waters :at whoſe ſuffering the Earth quaked, the Sunne 


hid his Face; darknos camo'onerat! : and being dead, roſe 
againe by his owne power, an aſcenled nto» Heauen in 
the fight of a greatmulritude ?. How can ir be then, but 
itmult be knowne before the face of all people, which was 
ſo manifeſt By Dreams,by Vitions,by Oracles, by power, 
by Authoritie, and euery thing? For there was nothing 


which had not a tongue to ſpeake for God, Euery thing 
wac 


: of the Song of Simeon, 
way prepared for him before hee came to beeroucalet : 
hee came not in the beginning, norin the ending : hee 
came not inthe ending, that we which come after him, 
might long for his ſecond commung.. He came notinthe 
beginning, becauſe that ſuch a Prince as he ſhould haue 
many Banners and Triumphs before him. He came not in 
the begining, becauſe theeyes of faith ſhould not bee da- 
zeled in him, and leſt they which ſhould liucin the latter 
times, {hould forget him and his comming,which was ſ@ 
long before,cuen as you forget that which I haue ſaid,as 
ſoone as you are gone hence. He came notin the begin- 
ning, becauſe ifhe had come before Man had ſinned, Man 
would haue acknowledged nogecd of a phyſicion; but 
when Man had (inned, and had felt the ſmart of ſinnne:for 
whenthey werecalt out of Paragiſe,they ran vnto Chriſt 
as the Iſrachtes did tothe Serpent. He came not in the be 
ginning, bur in the perfe& age of the world, ro ſhew that 
he brought with him perfe&tion,perfeR joy perfect peace, 
perfet Wiſdome, perfect Righteouſnes, perfe& Iuſtice, 
rfe& Truth; ſignifying thereby, that notwithſtanding 
came inthe perfe& age thereof, yet hafqundall thin 
vnperfe&. The Iewes thought that he ſhould come like 
ſom=>greatPrince, with pompe and glory, which was a 
carnallconceit, forherein they were maruailoully decei- 
ned, his father was but a poore Carpenter, and his Moy 
therbuta ſimple woman, and he a filly- Babe wrapt in 
clouts. Then, ought not we toreuerence our Lord, & to 
praiſe his Name,for that he became ſo humble for vsmoR 
vile vyretches that are worthy of nothing?yet we ſee how 
cruelly they dealt withthis bleſſed One, which came.to 
ſaue them, Ignoranceſate in the chayre, deceit ganethe 
ſentence,and Cruelty executed him with bm paigey 
full and ſhamefull deathof the Crofle, Q, that youneyes 
doenort dazell, and vour cares tingle, -and your hearts 
maruaile atthis dealing of theirs, toour louing Sauiour, 
E 4 which 


c they may learne to 
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which came to ſaue them that would, and ſpecially in 
thatnow you ſee, that hee abaſed himſelfe for our ſakes 
euentothe vetermoſt! © wonderfull thing to thinke of! 
If yon would marke, 3 would make youin loue with 
him, before I hane done with you. I ſay vnto all thoſe 
that come hither tobe edified, Take your fill of pleaſure, 
encerinto Paradiſe, lift vp your eyes, ſtretch foorth your 
hands, and eate your fill of the Tree of hfe, and the Lord 
will goe home with you : embrace him, and kiſſe him, 
entertaine him well, and he wil dwell with you for cuer. 
But youthat come hither forfaſhion ſake, eyther to ſee;or 
to be ſcene, to find fault with ſome-what, orto make an 
hypocriticall ſhew of godlinefſe where there is none ; I 
rel! you, that comfort ſhall ſhake hands with you at the 
dore:marke it,& you ſhalſee my words aretrue.Shew me 
what it is that is better then ſaluation. I would haue none 
of you to be damned, if I might preuent it,not ſo much as 
a piece of you to be ginen vnto Satan : thereforel would 
knew thatRone that would kill Geliah, for 1 would {trike 
it with my might into his temples. If you will you may be 
ſaued, '& the Lord will one day put thoſe words into my 
mouth,that wil rouch harts.Therfore nowariſc kiſſe 
& embrace the ſweet Babe Teſts,& rhenafterward frame 
your fcluesto obey him, for then the Lord'will knock ar 
your hearts, andif you will et him in, hee witt teach you 
all things. The Lord came not in the beginning, nor in 
theending, but he came in the middle. age of the world, 
to ſhew, that ifitwill not tearne now, ft will meuer tearne 
tocome yhto God by repentance and amendment, that 
the Sonne, leſt he be angry, and 
eg. my his wrath, like Sodome. Hee came in 
the le-age of the world, to ſhewthathe was indifte. 
rent for the world to giae light andlife-vnto all that re- 
tarne vntohim. ForGod reſpeReth no perſons, bur cuc. 
ry man, of what Nation or Conntrey ſocuer hee bee tha r 
y | feareth 


LIT Y 


of the Song of Simeon, 
feareth' Godand worketh righteouſnefle, isaccepted of 
him, and he will fulfill their ioyes through Chriſt, yernot 
when we will, but according to his owne good pleaſure, 
and when he thinketh g Therefore itay, 
non the Ravens will bring thee meat, and thou ſhalt haue 


Helias, a- I Kjng.t7 + 


enough. Anon Moſes will deliuer Iſrael. So faluation is gxed.14 


already prepared of God, and hath been ſince with 
fulnefſe of knowledge , and all excellent gitts, and hee 
willgiue them to vs when he ſceth good. But we are like 
whyning children, that will not ſtay vntill their milke be 
cold, but would hauec it though they be (calded with it : 
ſo we would haue the knowledge of God and liberty, be- 
fore we know how to vie it. Wee would know the high 
myſteries and deep counſels of God,before we know our 
ſelues: we would haue the liberty of the Goſpe), when we 
koow no way how to vie it but in ſecurity. Butthe Lord, 
he will wiſely; giue vato vs asit were our bellies full, 
when be ſceth it good, and whey he ſeeth vs ready for it, 
wha knowethour hearts better then we our ſelues. 

i light to bee rewealedio the Gemiles ; and the glory of thy 
people | (rac. 

You haue heard Simeon (hewing the cauſe why the 
Sonne was ſcnt from the Father, why hee became Man, 
which raigned before in Paradiſe, What'mooned: God 
t6 leaue his ioy and his bliſſe, and ſuffer more then all the 
world could ſuffer together ? A great cauſcit is that 
would make a King leaue his kingdome, and fall ay 4 
gery, Agreat and wonderfull cauſc-it was, that made [s- 
houah to'come downe from heauentoſuffer miſery vpon 
the Earth. Two other cauſes Smmeon ſheweth, why 
this Mefſias came from heauen. The firſt, that he might 
enlighten the Gentiles, which fate in darkneſſe ; and the 
ſecond, that he might be the glory of /ae/which gloried 
intheir ſacrifices, and in their ccremonies, and hadns 
glory before he came, but were like the Moong _ 
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" theSnnne dothi ſliine vpon it, orlike Rachel, which de- 


fpiſed Leah, andbecame barren. And they deſpiſed the 
Gentiles light ; like that ſonne which was angry, becauſe 
hisloſt brother came home againe; or like thoſe Labou. 
rers Which checked the Lord of the Vineyard, becauſe 
hee gaue vnto theother Labourers as much as hee gaue 


— vnto them. Burt the Gentiles are like Leah, who bein 


deſpiſed, became fruitfn!]. Sweon did reioyce in Chriſt, 
not onely for thathe was the glory of [ſrae!, but alſo for 
thathe was the light of the Gentiles, Shall the head be 
ſorrowfull becauſe the hand is well? Nay, rather the hand 
ſhould be glad, becauſe the head is well; and the head, 
becauſe the hand is well. The father ſhould be glad, be. 
cauſe his ſonne' is ſtronger then himſclfe : the mother 
ſhould be glad, becauſe her daughter is wiſer then her 
ſelfe, the brother ſhould be glad, becauſe his brotheris ri- 
cher then himſelfe : the Miſtris ſhould reioyce,becauſe her 
maid is berter huſwife then her ſelfe, But we enuy- out 
Brethren & Neighbours, becauſe they are better thenwe, 
and becauſe God hath bleſt them'with temporall or ſpiri- 
tuall things aboue vs; if weſecthey haue learning , then 
weenuy them for theirlearning :ifhe haue more gifrs,vwe 
Enuy him for his gifts, if he haue more knowledge, ween- 
uy him for his knowledge, if he haue more zeale, we enuy 
him for his zeale ; if he haue more riches, weenuy him for 
his riches ; and hovv can we retoyce, when cuery bodies 
goed isour enill, and euery bodies ioy 1s our ſorrow? 
at fixe yorureyes vpon Chriſt alone,” and he will fulfill 
Your ioy, if you looknot back to Sodome like Lots wife: 
it pu loue ioy andglacneſſe, Chriſt is toy and gladnefle : 
if you loue comfort, why, Chriſt is the comforter of all 
that beare hit Croſſe : if you loue life, Chriſt is cternall 
JiRes ifyorlouepeace, Chriſtis peace : if you louc riches, 
Chriſt is fall of heauenly riches, aud full of liberality, ro 
beſtow them vpon all ſuch as loue God : ſo Chriſt 1s all 
1 


of the $ong of Simeon. 
inall vnto the godly, arid they haue more ioy in Chritt 
alwayes, and.inall things, then the richeſt and molt glo- 
rious, and ſumptuous Prince in the world ; then Salomon 
himſelte had in wordly riches, honours, pleaſures; ioy, 
caſe, or felicity, For thewicked which pur their truſt in 
riches, and make ther gods of gold and money, of cale 
and pleaſures, though they doe all thatthey canto fulfill 

their luſts, and take neuer ſo much- pleaſure, and be neuer 
ſo merry, yet they can haue no true ioy, nor, peace. of 
conſcience ; for all the peace, the mirth, and ſport.they . 


haue, isburt deceit, all falſe, and indurable like the graſle, Fſa-57.6 593 


greenein the morning, and witheredere night. But when 
the Lord doth knock at their hearts, and ſtrike them with 
a feeling of their horrible tranſgreſſions, asno doubt he 
will; then they are all in a maze, and they can haue no 
10y, No peace; noreſt ; but they may ſay, In laughter my 
ſoulo is ſorrowfull,in eaſe my ſoule hath trouble,inmirth, 
mone, inriches pouerty, in glory ſhame, in life my foule 
is cuen 4dcal, in plenty my ſoule wanterh al! things, 
whercin it ſhould reioyce; it is deſtitute ofall comfort, 


an1 poſſeſſed with all lauiſh feares ; like {{@iw, who. be» Gen. 4: 


ing Lordofall theearth, yet had noioy in it when God 


had once forſaken him. Likewiſe Saul, when God had 1+San-16: 


forſaken him, he had no-ioy of his Kingdome, aor of all- 
his riches : anil then who had more ioy,;Sext; the King,or 
Davidchz Subic& ? So then we lee, that perfe&ioy can 
bz had in nothing but in God, and in leſus Chriſt. Vhere- 
fore, as by the ſtreame you may be led to the Fountayne, 
euen ſolet the ioy 2nd peace ofthis life ſerue to leade vs 
toGod, who is perfe toy and peace, andthere reſt like 
the wiſemen which were guidedby the ſtarre, to cometo 
the true Sonne of grace, Ieſus Chriſt, when he was borne: 
and if we reſt not in him when we haue foundhim, there 
15noreſt for vs, we ſhall be like the reſtleſſe; Doue, which 
fluttred about,and found noreſt any way,til ſhe returned 
tQ 


Luke 1423: 
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tothe Arke : bat weeſeeme as though wee ſought hing 
and found him, when as we doc bur play the Hypocrites, 
Salam (aith, That the wayes of the Whore are proſpe- 
rity and welfare, for ſhe euer putreth ona Vizard, that 
ſhe might not be knowne tobe ſo vile as ſhe is: vnderthe 
colour of goodneſſe, cuillis alwaies lurking. 

Therefore alſo is Chriſt called the Light; becauſe wee 
ſhould lcaue our fooliſhneſſe, ſeeing light is come, and 
that wee ſheuld ſorſake all our lights which are but dark- 
neſſe, and cleaue vnto his light, which is the true Light 
indecede, 

A bghtto be renealed to the Gentiles oc. 

He came to lighten the Gentiles,and they receiuedhim 
with thankfulnes,of whom there was nohope of goodnes 
left, Who would ſuppoſe that the barren Woman thould 
become fruitfull, or the prodigall ſonne returne home a« 
gaine ? It is like, as ifan Owle ſhould be conuerted to ſee 
light, or as if the ſtreame would returne intothe Foun- 
tayne, oras if an old man ſhould become young againe. 

A light to berewealed to the Gemiles, 

Tobe revealed, not yet reucaled : the Ievwes muſt firſt 
reic& him, before the Gentiles receine him : and when 
the ewes did preſſe him, condemne him, and crucific 
him, then were his armes ſpread vnto the whole world. 
Whenthe gueſts would not come, then he ſendeth into 
the high wayes, 'to compell others that would not come 
willingly vnto it. Comfort is on foot, and that which 
will come; ſhall come, &c. The Queene of Saba came 
from the vttermoſt part of the earth to heare Salamons 
wiſedome; and the wiſemen came from the Eaſt to ſee Ie» 
ſus Chriſt : but we may ſay, The Lord was heare in the 
Temple, and 1 was inmy ſhop, Selling and Buying, Ly- 
ing, Deceiving, and Swearing, Well, when hee comes 
backe againe, I will be betrer acquainted with him ; and 
lowee eſteeme not of his preſence in any reuerent _ 
The 


ofthe Song of Simeon, | 
The ſhunamite ſaid: Ler vs build a Chamber for the man uReg;,, 108 
of God: then we ſhould build an houſe. Zacheas climbed ; 
vpintoa tree to ſce our Sauiour, and, the Lord ſceing his 
diligence, called him; Zachens, come downe,for I will dine £#4t 10: 
at thy houſe this day: and that was a ioyfull day with 
Zachens, for then ſaluation came into his houſe, and vpon 
all his family : hee gaue the Lord a feaſt, and the Lord 
made him a farre better feaſt of peace, a feaſt ofioy, a feaſt 
of keauenly things, and ſo for his zeale and endeuer to ſee 
Chriſt bodily, he ſhewed himſelfe vnto him ſpiritually, 
cuento his hearts defire, | 
To beerenealed . 

Haue aneye to the future tence : that which is not, ſhall 
be. As forexample, Salomon was wiſe, but he is fooliſh; 1.Ki.3.12:11 
Samſon was ftrong, but hee is weake; Indas was a Prea. 144-13:& 15, 
cher, buthe is a Traitor ; Paw, wasa perſecutor, buthe is a ©'* 
Preacher : Peter wasa denyer of Chriſt, but now he isa 1a; ; 
bold profeſſor of Chriſt ; Moyſes was learned in the wiſe- 4& 6, 
dome of the Egyptians, burnow he is learned inthe wiſe. Mb. 16. 
dome of God, by which the wiſedome of the Egyptians is 4 4: 
made but meere fooliſhneſſe inthe ſight of God. Others, _ va 
as Heathen Philoſophers, Plate, Ariftetle, Cato, Crates, oe 
and ſuch like, were counted very wiſe men in the fight of 
the world, yea they wrateſo many books full ef wiſdome, 
and alſo adorned with notable ſentences and witty ſay- 
ings, that one would think all wiſedome were buried with 
them, ſo famous were they, ando full of carthly vnder- 
Randing,teaching manners, counſels 'and es:yer, for 
my part, I haue neither ſeene norheardof any ſuch, being 
wiſc in wordly things, and without the wiſedome of God , 
but = m—_ —— ſome ppm_—_ fooliſhnes 
in the ſight ofall men, like Achiropbel, of whom we reade, 1.5mm 16. 
that he was ſo wiſea Counſeler, 'that his + counſel! a | 
like as ane had asked counſel} art the Oracle of God; and py 
yet ſee the end of him, he hanged himſelfe, and all for the 


wane 


x P, 
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want of the knowledge of God:Tt had been better there. 
fore for him to haue had mere wiſcdome, an1 teſſe wit. 
Crates, Ariffotle, Plato, and orher of the wife Philoſo- 
phers,haue cither poyſoned,. burned, ordrowned thema- 
ſelues : and ſo weſee thatthe en1 of the wordly wiſe. 
dome is meere fooliſhneſfe, an1 rhe fooliſh haue more 
| peace then the wiſe:for their wiſlom,w:thout the fear of 
k:Sam.5; '* God, doth them no more goo41 then the Arke di4 to the 
Philiftines, which did nothing but torment them, be- 
caaſc they knew not how to v(2 it, an] therefore vareue= 
rently abuſed it. For if your wiſedome conſfiſt in elo- 
quence of words, 1n profundity of wit, to gaine craftily, 
and ſpend warily, to inuent Lawes, to expowf1 Riddles, 
and interpret dreames, tore! fortunes, an4 prophecic of 
matrers by learning:21l your wiſedome is but vexarion of 
the ſpirit ; for all theſe withour the feare of Go 1, doc vs 
no more goo 1, then their wit di1 theſe Philoſophers, 
which notwithſtanding face in darkeneſſe, An1 lam a. 
fraid,thongh Chriſt brought light vnto the Gentiles, yer 
i may be (aid, that the Gentiles fit in dark»efle fill, fa- 
uing a fevy Leuites ſcattered vpon the Mountaines, for 
"i  Whoſeſake Sodome 15 ſpared. And becauſe thoſe had nor 
A the knowledge of Go1;therefore they worhiped Mars 
£-10- 23 | ” 
Af.19.33- an1 Cupid, Swnne ani Moone, Beaffs 2nd Sergents : fo the 
2 King.19-37- Pailiſtines worſhipped Dagen, the Epheſians worſhip. 
Exed.32-46-. ped Diene, the Aſſyrians Neſrech, the 1\ aclites worſhip. 
2-K/"g 1-2 neda Cafe, Abaziah worlhipped Beelzebab, the Moa- 
mr 3* bites wor hipped Chamor, the Samaritans dil worſhip 
16.3% vnto Baa!, ſothe truth to ſuch ſeemeth falſhood, an1er- 
ror ſcemeth truth. As forexample, that the world ſhould 
be made of nothing, that the Word became fleſh, thar 
GoJ1& Man wavsioyned together in one perſon, thatone 
man may be righteous in the'righteoaſnefſe of another, 
which is Chill, and that the dead ſhall riſe agaiv : theſe 


1. Cor. 1.00; 


{ccmed fooliſhnefſe vnto the Gentiles, neither could they 


bclcene 


ofthe Song of Simeon, 
belecue them, No more.can ſume Gentiles amongſt vs at 
this day,which are but natural men,therefore they do not 


beleeue th&;tor when they profeſſed theſelues to be wiſe, gom.r:22. 


they becane fooles,ſaith the holy Ghoſt.So then wee ſee 
now whac-C hriſt hath done for vs, he hath bound that 
Serpent, which hath ſowen all the Tarcs;ſo that the Diuel 
is faine, for want of better lodging, to enter into ſwine. 
Heretofore, whereas one fullowed G oD, a thouſand 
followed Baa!; But now Kings and Princes lift vp their 
heads, deſiring Chriſt to raigne with them, and inthem, 
Heretofore wee made our {clues like the wounded Man, 
ve were ſpoylel,wee were {tript naked,and we were ba- 
thed in our blou 1. being full of wounds : but now Chrift 


hath furniſhed vs, he hath waſhed vs, he hath clothed pert:1:; 


vs, an\ we arc now become true Hraclitzs:; vs, which 

were the vile and Wilde Oliues, hee hath grafted vpon 
the true Oliue, and planted vs in a fruitfull foile. And 
what cauſe can we ſhew for this, but onely mercy ? For 
heretofore we were called fooh(h, but the Lord hath 

made vs wiſc according tothe wil.lome of God, in theſe 

davesby his <pirit : but if yee deſcrue to bee called the 

foolich Nation againe, then yee are moſt vahappy and 
molt cuiſe {.So now we haue hear 4, that the Lord doth. 
reueal. his counſcll vnto his Prophets, an how the glo-; 
ry of Iſrac]is now reucaled to be the light of the Gen» ' 
tiles. An 1 you haue the cauſe why : becanſe the Iewes 

reiece.! their owne (aluation You haue heard that the 

cauſe was oncly his mercy an | his loue, . becauſe mercy ; 
cannot containe it ſelfc within Teruſalem, 

eA light to beerencaled to the Gentiles, andthe glory of thy 

Iſrael, 

Youkauc heard why Chriſt is called light, Why he is 
called the light of the Gentiles, why the Lerddid change 
a curſe into bleſſing, and why the Gentiles did change 
darknes for light,and a thouſand gods for oac truc God. 


» Tacn 
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Then the Gentiles receiued more grace then they deſired, 
for the Lord came vncalled vnto their houſes, and made a 
feaſt vnto them in their owne houſes. The light of the 
Gentiles is our light, your lighe and my light + Chriſt is 
Our grace, your grace, and my grace; and Chriſt is our 
ſaluation, your ſaluation, and my ſaluation. He came vn- 
tothe Tewes, anJ for the Iewes,anJ1 yet his comming vn - 
tothe Gentiles,vwas better then to the Iewes. 

Hecame into the world wh:n the world did abound in 
all wickednefle, & ſaued vs when we molt deſcrued wrath. 
Wonder at this, you that wonder at nothing, that the 
Lord would come to bring ſaluation, ro redeeme our loſt 
ſoules, cuen ( as it were) againſt our wils : ſo that now we 
would not be, as we were, fora thouſand worlds. 

The blindneſſe of the ilewes was, and is wonderfull, 
who heard of their reieion, and of our conucrſion, and 
yet vnderſtood it not, neither ſought to preuent Gods 
wrath in reie&ing of them. Therefore the Rocke, which 
ſhould hate ſaued them, ſhiucred them in peeces : where- 
in was ſhewed their wonderfull blockiſhneſſe, hauing it 
fo often foretold by their Prophets, figured in their Law, 
ſhaddovwed 1 theirSacrifices, and read in their Churches 
from Sabbath to Sabbath. Euery thing that commeth 
to paſſe in Churches, in Common-weales, in Cities, 
in Countries, in Kingdomes, and in Prouinces ; theſe 
are all fore-told in the Scriptures,*and yet none doe vn- 
derſtandir, ſauing a few choſen ones whom GoJ4 loueth : 
For, the comming of Antichriſt, the ouerthrow of King- 
_ domes, the darkneffe of Popery, the lighrof rhe Golpel!, 

the canuerſion of the Gentiles, and the reieing of the 
Iewes: alltheſe areſet downe in the Scriptures, and yer 
wee cannot vnderſtand it, though wee a" it day by 


day, becauſe wee doe not giue our mindes tovnderſtan- 


ng, 
Such hearers ſhall ſtand in a mare before the righte- 
@«s 


of the Song of Simeon. 
eus and terrible Throne of God : the dead ſhall riſe : the 
——_— ſhall blow, and all the world ſhalbe in an vprore, 
and they ſhal ſtand quaking, when their hearing withour 
profiting ſhalbe laid to their charge,and they thall ſay; O 
wee haueknowne no ſuch thing.But ſurely if the lewes 
could come out of hell, they would admoniſh vs to take 
betrer heed how to heare: for we heare as though we did 
not heare ar all,our minds arc otherwiſe occupied. Now 
when we (ce any thing cometo paſſe as iris foretold in 
the peas then we muſt ſay as Chriſt ſaid, This pro- 
phecieis falfilled;for all things that are written, are come 
to Soriprums eft, cr fallumeſt, that is, as ſure as itis Writ- 
ten, ſolurel y doth it come to paſſe, It prophecicthno. 
thing, but that which truly is fulfilled in duetime;andrthe 
more often it ſpeakes of a thing, the more certaine, the 
more excellent and the moretobe belccued it is; Like a- 
Jewell that is beſet with pearle,ſo is;our calling adorned: 
with Scripturs,for ſodoth God tender our caling which 
is often in his mouth, and wee ſo often in his remem- 
brance,that he ſpeakethof vs in euery Booke throughour 
the whole Scriptnres, like a kind Spouſe, whole Loue is 
ina ſtrange Countrey, and hee delighteth humſelfe with 
thoughts and meditations ofher : ſo he did long vntilthe 
Gent:lcs were comg tohim againe, like the prodigall. 
childe, whoſe Father did longall he had imbraced him, 


When ſhall my prodGigall ſonne come home againe,ſaith r,4.;5 


he ? I will put my beſt garment on his back,and my gold 
Ring on his finger,and his fare ſhallbe the dainticfſt mor. 
ſel). And thus God longeth for our ſaluation, and hee 
knocketh at our doores: Is faith heare ? is loue here ? ts 
one called the feare of God inthis place? 
And as loue maketh louers ſometime to ſpeake plam- 
ly and familiary one to another, ſometime by darke 
ſpccches and riddles, ſometime by letters, ſometime by 
Jumbe ſhewes and (ignes, and ſometime to kite _ 
F clues 
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ſclues one from another : So our God ſpeaketh ſome. 
rime plainely to his Church, ſometime darkcly and my. 
ſtically, ſometime he turneth his face from his Church 
and deare Spouſe, as though he would not ſpeake vnto 
her for louc; as appeareth inthe Booke of the Canticler, 
Ofthe caſt off of the Iewes,and calling in of the Gen. 
tiles; the firit type or figure was Cain and «Abel: Cain 
was the eldeſt ſonne of Adew, and Abe! the younger, yet 


| God loued Abel, andaccepted his ſacrifice : but God re« 


icted Cain for his wickednefſe,and he became a repro. 


'bate, Euen ſo doth God, he reieeth the Tewes, which 


were the eldeſt ſonne, the rrue Oliue, and the naturall 
ſced, and Gods deare children, if they had continue4 in 
obedience; and he taketh vs, being but the youngeſt ſon, 
the wilde Oline, the ſeed of the wicked, and maketh vs 
children by adoption vnto lum, only of his mercy with- 
out any other cauſe, 
The ſecond example was Sew and lepher , both which 

were Noah: ſons: Sew was the ſecond fonne, and I 

the firſt , andof this [apher came the Gentiles:ofhim ſaid 
Noah; Gedperſmade laybet, that he may dwell in the tents of 
Sem : that is,that they may be vnited rogether;as we ſee 


it is come to paſſe. Other ſheepT haue(ſaith Chriſt)which 
* arenot of this fold, the alſo will I bring, & they ſhal heare 


my voice,& there ſhalbe one ſheepfold,& one ſhepheard. . 

The third rype or figure was [ſmac! and Iſaac, both the 
ſonnes of Abraham : Iſmact was the eldeſt, Iſaae the 
younger, yet Iſaaeowas choſenof God, and enioyed the 
promiſe, and /ſmaelhis eldeſt brother,a mocker of [ſaac, 
was put away, the Lord was not with him, 

The fourth type or figure was [ace and Eſus, both 
ſonnes of/ſaac : Eſaw was the elder brother, an1 [acob the 
younger, yetGod loued [aceb, and hated Eſav, becauſe 
Eſau contemnedhis birthright, and ſold it to [aceb for 


2 mcſle of potrage ; and therefore [aceb ſtole the bleſe 
ſing 


of the Song of Simeon. 
ſing from him: ſo God bleſſed Faceb ; but curſed Eſas; 
whereby he ſhewed, that the Lord did forthe contempt 
of the ewes, take away their birth-right and their ble(- 
ſing, and haue giuen it vatovs , 

The fifth type or figure was Leab and Rachel, the two 
daughters of La/an: Leah was the eller, but bleare or 
ſquint-eyed Rachel, the younger, beautifull and faire.r7 


Geneſ.29.... 


Therefore Rachel was beloued of [acob, and Leah defpi- , 


ſed, 18, Yet Leab was firſt married, 23. and alſo made 
fruitfull, z x.but Rachel alſo was after married, »$,& more 
beloued,zo and hauing enuied her ſiſters fruitfulnes,3o.r 
and repented,God remembred her,and made her fruitful, 
So Chriſt rſt married the Tewes, and made them glori. 
ous;but when they deſpiſed their gloric,he married with 
the Gentiles,and they ennyiug their happineſle;for bar. 
ren inall goodneſſe, became fruitfull intrue holineſle, 

The fixth figure was CManaſſe: and Epbraim,the two 
ſonnes of ſ#ſeph ; Manaſſes was the eldeſt,and Ephraim 
was the youngeſt. Both of them ſoſ@hb hauing brought ro 
Jacob his Father, that he mighr bleſſe them,he rooke Aſa- 
naſſes, and put him towards [acobs righthand, that hee 
— 4 bleſſe him firſt and more plentifully,and heerooke 
Ephraim,and put him towards [acebs left hand: but lacob 
ſtretched our his right hand, and laid it vpon Ephraim: 
head, which was the yonger,and his left hand vpon Aa- 
aſſes, direing hishands ſo of purpoſe, for TM anaſſes 
was theelder oftherm. Thus the Lord bleſſed vs, when 
there was no hope left for vs. 


 Theſcuenth figure was Rahab, a Harlot in Tericho, Toſbuz.z, 


who was a Gentile, yet her heart was touched ſo,that ſhe 
received and entertained the Spies that loſhuaſent, and 
in time of danger hid them, that they ſhould rake no 
harme : fignitying thereby, that the Gentiles ſhould 
receine and imbrace the Iſraclites and Meſſenges of 
the Goſpell, and keepe themas ſafely, and defend them 
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as diligently , as Rahab did the Spyes of Iſrael, 

The cighth figure was Rath a Moabite : of her ChyiS 
Teſns vouchſafed to come as concerning the fleſh,to ſhew 
th athe camenotonly ofthe Iewes,and for the Tewes, but 
alſo of,and forthe Gentiles, which were the loſt ſheepe, 
vnhoped for, being ſtrangers from the coucnant, 

The ninth figure was Sawſov, who bring a Tew, 
. would needs marry witha Gentile; figuifying,that Chri# 
Teſus would alſo marric with the Genrtiles,as he did with 
the Tewes, 

The tenth figure was Salowon, who married Pharaohs 
daughter, which was an £gyptian and Geatile;ſignify. 
ing thereby, that Chriſt would take him a Spouſe among 
the Gentiles to marry with himſclte, as Dauid in the 
Pſalme: declareth. ; 

The eleuenth figure was Naaman the Syrian, whoſe lee 
proſic is turned vpon Gehezi, the leprofic ofan Heathen 
and ignorant man turned vpon an Iſraclite, and one that 
tiad oh knovriedge of God, being the ſcruant of a Pro- 

het; ſignifying that our leproſie of fin and ignorance 

ould bee turned from vs vpon the Iewes, who had the 
knowledge ofthe Law of God, bur eſteemed itnor; bur 
were vnthankfull for it. Many like examples there are in 
the new Teſtament, For lik= as the Cherubins, though 
ſeucred in ſunder ,yer looked one towards another, and 
both vpon the Mercy-ſcat: ſo the 014 Teſtament and the 
New looke one towards another, aud yet point ar one 
and the ſame thing. 

The firſt type or figure in the new Teſtement , was the 
Wiſe-men,which vere the firſt fruits of the Gentiles, and 
came from the Eaſt, being guided by a Star: fignifying, 
thatby the guiding of the Word and Spirit of God, the 
Gentils ſhould come from all the places of the world to 
imbrace Chrift Jeſus with ioy. 

; Theſecondtypeor figure was Chriſt his going ints 
| F 'EYPT, 


of the Song of Simeon. 
Egypt, ſignifying thereby, that hee ſhould gee from the 
Tewes to the Gentiles, becauſe the Iewes refuſed him, 
through vabelicfe , abundance of wickedneſſe, and want 
of reformation ; ſo wee {ce that nothing can driue away 
Chriſt but (inne, 


The third type was, Chriſt whipping the Tewes our of aat.uuuss 
e 


the Temple, ſhewing thereby, that the Iewes thould be 
whipped or caſt out of the ſpirituall Temple; and che 
Genciles ſhould occupy it. This (beloued) belongeth 
vnto vs, to whom the Lord ſo wonderfully hath made 
his lightto ſhine, 

The fourth figure is, the parable of the Vineyard, that 
was taken from them that poſſeſſed, it & ginen to them 
that ſhould bring forth the fruits thereof, & yeeld betcer 
increaſe vnro the Lord of the Vineyard, 


Mai.21.33: 


The fift figure was, the parable ofthe rwo Sonnes, Mat.23.28, 


that were bidden to goe and worke in their Fathers 
Vineyard,of whom the firſt ſaid; he would, and did not: 
the ſecond ſaid, he would not, and did repent, and wenr 
to labour inthe Vineyard : the firſt ſignified the Iewes 
which made many vowes, with ſucha ſhew of godli- 
neſle, which was but hypocriſie, whom the Lord reie- 
&ed,and caſt off, and (aid,thar the Publicans and ſinners 
_ ſtand iniudgement to condemne the greateſt of 
them, | 
The ſfixt figure was, the feaſt that the Lord made vnto 
the diſobedient Gueſts whom the Lord ipuited to his 
banquer, which was onely ordayned for them, and who 
promiſed to come vnto it, and yet refuſed & would not 
co me, but alleaged light excuſes, taken from their loue 
of earthly andtranfitory things aboue God. Therefore 
the Lord (cnt into the high-wayes, to call and compell 
the Gentiles to come,which came,thoughſome left their 
wedding garments behinde them. : 
The ſeuenth type or figure was, the viſion of Petey 1n 
loppa, when hee was onthe top of the houſe , where he 
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ſaw the veſſell come downe, that hadin it all manner of 
foure-footed beaſtsof the carth, and wild beaſts, and 
fowles of the ayre, and creeping things, where alſo the 
voice ſaid vnto him, Ariſe PETE nr, kill and cate, where- 
inthe Lord ſhewed vnto him, that he ſhould count no 
man vncleane,although the Gentiles then were counted 
vncleane, as were the vncleane beaſts ſer downe in the 
Law of God; therefore when Peter was ſent to {arneli- 
#: houſe, he ſaid, Of a trth [ perceine that Gad hath ns re- 
ſpeft of perſons, but in exery Nation he that feareth God and 
worketh rig hteouſneſſe, is accepted of him. 

Many other examples of our calling, as the ſtrayed 
ſheepe, the loſt groat,the prodigall ſonne,and Chriſt ea- 
ting with Publicans and finners, which when we read,we 
ſhould caſt our figure, and ſay, Of whomis this ſpoken? 
of the Gentiles ? then is it otme, for I am a Gentile, But 
am I conuerted? if Ibce nor, then haue I not fulfilled 
this prophecic : therefore let vs ftriue to doe well,and to 
mortific and ſabdue finne which dwelleth in our mortall 
bodies, for none but the valiant can enter into the kings 
dome of heauen. ; 

Now alltheſe prophecies are fullfiled,the blind ſee, the 
lame goe, the dumbe ſpeake,the deafe heare, the mained 
worke, thedeadare quickned, the Lepers are clenſed, 
and the poore recciue the Goſpell, Therefore who will 
deſpayre, and ſay, Light is not reucaled vnto me, when 
as hee ſceth it tobe reuerled vnto whole Nations ? And 
ſo ſolemne is our calling, asthat in ſo many places of 
the Scripture it 1s fortold, whereby we ſce how deare. 
ly the Lord tendereth our ſajuation, like as a Kinde 
Spouſe which was longed for while ſhe was in a ſtrange 
Counitry, for Chriſt longed for the Gentiles, till they 
came home againe vnto him. Therefore let vs now con- 
fider what he giueth vs, namely, righteouſneſle And (al. 
uation: firſt righteouſneſſe, then ſaluation : firſt re 
tance, and then forgiuencſlc of finns, the Sunne of the 

Goſpe Il, 


of the Song of Simon. . 
Goſpell, leſt wee ſhould ſee heauen in hell, and light in 
darkneiſe, and ioy in anguiſhes. Let vs not contemne 
our light, or grow careleſſe of it : let vs notbuil4 with 
one hande, and ouerthrow with the other by prophanc- 
neſle ; like thoſe men, which while they ſurfetted at their 
gluttonous tables, called vypon God for health, Chriſt 
15 not receiued with the left hand : ifthe Father offering 
a gift, doe ſee the Sonne ſtretch forth his left hand, he will 
withdraw his gift from him-I ſay,let vs not contemn our 
light, as the Iewes contemned their glorie* ; 

For whatis light to him that will ſhut his eyesagainſt 


it? What is this light ?Ic is ſuch a glorious light,and ſuch _— 


an excelent reuelation,that greatand mighty Kings haue 
earneſtly deſired to ſee, & princes haue laid downe their 
crownstoreucale it.Let vs imbrace this light, let vs take 
and put on the wedding garment,and goto the banquer, 
vnto which a thouſand meſſengers haue inuited vs, and 
alleage none excuſcs : ſay not, [ bane married a wife, [haue 
bought Oxen, 1 goe to ſee a Frame, &c. and therefore I can- 
mot come, neither will I come. Well doe ſo,if that ye wil 
needs: but remember that thou waſt inuited,and there- 
fore the bleſſing ſhallbe ginen to another : and Eſas ſhall 
vweepe for the bleſſing,but ſhall not haue it. 

But giue mce a reaſon, I pray thee, why thouwilt bee 
calledrheſeruant of God, which doſt not ſcruc him;orthe 
child of God, which doſtnot loue him; or the deſciple of 
Chriſt, which doſtnor learne of him:yet his raine falleth 
vpon all,iuſt and vniaſt, and he giueth thee all things for 
nothing : The Sunne doth giue his light for nothing, the 
deaw doth giue his moiſture for nothing, the riversdoe 

ine their waters for nothing ; andthe carth doth giue 

r fruit for nothing, 

What ſhall wee doe then when the Sunne ſhineth? 
We muſtnotdoe as wee doe in the dark, for then men 
ought to be take them to their labour Learne of the (a- 
| F4 nage 
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uage beaſts; who as ſoone as the day ſprings;betaks them 
to their trauell,& cucry bird welcommeth it with many 
a ſweer ſong. Chriſt is light, and this light is come;there- 
fore he that ſceth not now, is blind, Are not they then 
blind which yet ſee nor, that prater for the dead is vaine, 
needleſſe, and bootleſſe e But thick darkneſſe needes a 
mighty light to chaſe it away. So that he which begin- 
_ to root out ſom error or ſuperſtition,at the firſt ſhal 
haue much adoe :for cuſtome and naturall corruption are 
the firſt cauſers ofhereſic, and ſhall cry againſt her in the 
maintenance thereof : and withſtanders of reformation 
ſhall ſay, Great is Diana of Epheſus :and ſo for a long 
time they ſeeme to waſh the e/Ethiopiar, or the blacke. 
More;the more they waſh him, the more they gall him, 
and yet he is an «/Stbjopiar (till ; but in the end the Arke 
ſtandeth,and Dagon falleth downe: and truth triumpheth 
ouer falſhood, hauing got the victory; and light chaſeth 
away darkneſſc with the brightneſſe thereof. Why then 
doth this darkneſſe continue amongſt vs till? To him 
that asketh,whar Scripture haue you againft itfit is ſui. 
cient to anſwere,what Scripture haue you forit? for if the 
word command it not,God reicteth it,and willſay, who 
hath required theſe things at your hands? But Whar is 
this?for euery idle word yon muſtgiue account,as our Sa. 
uiour Teſus Chriſt ſaith, AMarr.r 2. And whatſocuer is not 
of faith is ſinne, Rew.14.23.They aske, what, ſhall we 
notſay, Go be with them? Why ſhould you? Why (ſay 
they) muſt we ſay nothing? Whar if thou doe not? what 
ſaicſt theu,when thou mentioneſt the death of thy firſt fa 
thers, Adam, Seth, Enor Enoch, Noah? Doeſt thou leſſe 
loue theſe, not praying for them, then thou doſt them,for 
whom thou ſaiſt, God be with them? &c. 

But thou haſt ſpeeches enow to vſe if thou wile needs 
ſay ſomewhar,and leaue ſuch ſuperſtitious and ofenſiuc 
{ſentences : ifhee bee a good man,thou maicſt ſay, ., " 

or 
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Lord bee thanked for his deliuerance, or the like ; bur 
if hee bee not, thenthou maieſt ſay, God grant we may 
doe better then he hath done, and that by his fall we may 
learne to riſe from finne, or ſome ſuch thing : whatſo- 
euer hee bee,thou maicſt ſay as Dauid ſaith of his child, 
giuing a reaſon why he would not pray for him any lon= 
ger being dead;Can I callhim backe againe? I ſhall goe 
ro him, but hee ſhall not returne to mce : or any other 
words, ſothey bee wiſe, and therefore not againſt the 
Word. What then is to bee done? As laceb (aid to his 
wiues and children; Giue mee yourldols that! may bury 
them:ſo ſay I vnto you; Giue me your ſuperſtitions that 
I may bury them, that they may remaine with you,or in 
you no longer, tothe diſhonour of God, offcuding of 
your weake brethren, orto my griefe,For I am icalous 
ouer you : and becauſe you are mine,and Iam yours; O 
thar my voyce were as the whirl-wind, tobeat downe, 
roote out,and blow away al your ſuperſtitions,that they 
may no longer raigne amongſt you: or rather, O that 
Chrift which is our light were come into vs all, and ſhi- 
ned ſo bright,that wee were aſhamed of all our darknes/ 
ofall,not of minde onely, but of will alſo, and of works 
that weno longer would walke in darknes,for few hauc 
the will to walke according tothe Word,eyther in dark- 
nes or light : wee canſee to fin inthe dark aſwell as in 
the light and doe rather, becauſe the light diſcoucrerh 
both the harlot and the thiefe;ſo they are afraid of the 
light :but aſſnred be we, where light is not,Chriſt is not: 
for Chriſt is light;and let none be afraid to ſeek this light 
whichis ſo good,ſoexcellent,& fo profitable for vs; for 
it doth not only deſcry it ſelfe,but all other things round 
abour ir. Therefore if thou haue this light,thy faith , thy 
feare,thy loue wil ſhew it ſelf, & good things cinot now 
hide theraſclues,for hethar is light,doth delight to pleaſe 
Golinthelight.It is no marnell though a man ſtumble in 
the 
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thedarke:but he which ſtumblcth in the light, is nor very 
{trong, b:cauſe he ſecth his way before him. Once wee 
ſtumblcd at cuery ſtraw when we walked in darknes:for 
then wrath had a fall, pride had a fall, luſt had a fall,drun- 
Kennes had a fall,penury had a fall,ignorice had a fall:or 
if you will,pride roſc,and we fell;luſt roſe, and we fel,&c, 
Were Egypt as light as Goſhen, we ſhould haue Idola- 
ters as ioytull as true worthippers; but there 1s palpable 
darkneſſe, tedious, fearefull, and of long continuance in 
Egypt ,cleere light onely in Goſhen : therefore flye Egypt ; 
bur if thou liue in Egypr,that is walke in darknes,or com- 
mit wickednes,though thou ſinne in the darke, the light 
will bewray thee,and thy conſcience wil accuſe thee,and 
condemne thee for it. Therefore now giue ouer darknes, 
and arme thee with light, for our life Glnarhas the light: 
therefore now-we ſhould be [ſrael, for Iſrael is reuolted. 
But many Scroules may be written of our ſinnes, and 
thus the Gentiles are as Gentiles ſtil!, He that beleiuerh 
not the word,is an Infidell : he that beleiueth not God, is 
an Atheiſt :hee that worſhippeth any thing more then 
God,is an Idolater:enery mans coſcience ſhal condemne 
himſelf, Yet men wil leaue godlinefſe for riches, but they 
will not leaue riches for godlineſle, What madneſſe? Yea 
the Iewes neuer ſcrued God at any time with ſuch deuo- 
tion,as many do now their gold and their riches :O into- 
lerable wckednes! For many there are that could be con- 
tent-never to dic,bur liuceuer here with their riches and 
pleaſures, Andis not the godly more deſpighted for his 
zollineſſe,thenthe wicked for his wickedneſle ? 

Are not the members of Chriſt more hated, and worſe 
entertained by vs, then the limmes of Sathan? So dearly 
euery one loues finne, and drawes finne vpon finne, till 
there be a chaine of many linkes, and monſters therein 
drawne moſt lothſome, And though we of our ſelues run 
ſwiftly co hell,yet the moK driue vs,to make v5 hie faſter: 
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they come vnto vs, andſay, Yourfathers loued vs well, 
and ſaid vnto vs, If you will be faire, you (hall be wiſe;zif 
- you Will be drunke, you ſhall be rich, &c. Yea ciiery one 
pointeth,and ſheweth vs the way that leadeth to deſtru. 
ion: and how few are the number of them that doe 
ſhew vs the way of vertue and godlinefſe? 

And thus wee are cuen as forward as thoſe Iewes that 
frriue who fhall come into hell firſt. Who did ever thanke 
God that he was not borne an hundied yeers ago,when 
ignorance ſpredouer all, andall Egype was ſmittenwith 
carkneſſe? or that the Lord hath not lefthim to himſelfe 
te become an Atheiſt, or an Epicure, which lines withour 
God inthe world? we haue all Gods gifts offered vs,but 
we haue refuſed them. Chriſt brought light : but we had 
rather he had broght darknes:for we loue darknes more 
chen light. The Angels; the Heauens,the word,the ſpirit, 
are light,and we that ſce it,are darkneſſe, for we cannot 
abide light,but arelike an Owe that flyeth out ofa bare 
ficld from the light ofthe day,ſuch a deathis day vnto vs: 
Faith is lowne away, Truth is become a pilgrime, and 
euery ſtring is out of tune. Hee that ſhould weep and be 
ſorrowfull, langkes; and truth is broughttothe ground, 
+ rags eruthis perſecuted todcath : but ſinners are 
ſtubble, and their ſentence is, Burne them, 

How fin ſhould bethe way of vertuezif you would pare 
away the rubs that are in ir, if you would take away al! 
occaſions of ſin, & giue it gall tocat, and when you haue 
done ſo, ſct a crowne of thornes vpenthe head thereof, 
and when you haue thus crowned it, make it carry the 
crolſe, and when ir hath carried the croſle, condemne it, 
and when you haue condemned it, putitto death, and 
when ye haue put itto death,bury it;and when you haue 
buricd it, role a great ſtone vpon the head of it, and ſet 
watch-men to'keepe it, cuen faſting and prayer, that it 
may neuer ariſe againeto raigne any more? the which 
the.Lord for his mercy ſake grant, Amen. 
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1, The word of the Lord came to Tonah the ſore of Amit. 
rai, ſaying; 

*. Ariſe ard goe to Niniue, that great City, andcry ayes 
> rderndbeftranrepighenn OP 


@=xOu hauc heard the ſweet ſoug of old father 
S4Smmecor, like the pleſant ſong of a ſweer 
dird before her death; ſetting forth the 
Jlioy of the righteous that imbrace Chriſt 
IIcſus. Before Chriſt Ieſus vouchſafed to 
jcome to vs, we would not come vnto 
r doings we wrought our condemnation, 
and through the innumerable heapes of our iniqunties, 
laboured to Criue him, withont all hope of mercy, from 
Vs. So wee continued like flies , whioh flutterabour 
the candle, till they haue conſamed, themſelues. When 
we had done as much as in vs lay todriue him away 
from vs, then hee ſauedvs, & recompenced good for 
euill vnto vs. So that if God had loued vs, no more then 
we loued our ſclues, we might haue periſhed in our _ 
an 


TheC alling of Tonah. 
and ourbloud ſhould haue been vpon our owne heads. 1. 
Chriſt be the Light of the Genriles, let vs imbrace him, 
and euery one walkeas becommeth the children of light: 
but many doe (hurt their eyes againſt it, le{t they ſhould 
ſee:anInot enely many {mother their owne light, but the 
Sunne ſaith vato the Monne, Shine not; and rhe Moone 
faith vato the ſtars, Be not bright. And many haue ſmoo- 
thered their !1;ghe ſo long, that the damp hath pur out the 
candlc ; and thus they labour to bring the darknes of F- 
"gypt vpon Goſhen:(o that their eyes haue forgotten to ſec, 
and ſo many goc out of the way,becauſe they wonld nor 
looke vponthe candle,and the Dincl giuethto euery one 
that which he wiſheth,ſo1t may be for his hurt. But who 
can but pity,that withthe ſame Manna which commeth 
from heauen,and feedeth many tolife cuerlaſting, ſo ma- 
ny are poyſoned,and finde in it nothing but the ſauour 
of eternall death? 

The Iewes had cauſe toenuy our Light, for he gaue 
them glory : he was poore,and yet hee gaue them riches: 
he was counted baſe, and yet he made them honorable: 
he was contemned, aud yethe made them beloued:they 
were ful of darknes, and he brought them light;but they 
contemned his light,and ſo procured their own condem- 
nation. And therefore now it is come to paſſe, that they 
are become vagabonds vpon the carth; & moſt contem- 
ncd of all other Nations, & in cuery people haue a dwel. 
ling; eutr ſince they prophecied cuil! vnto themſclues, 
ſaying! His bloud be ypon vs and our children, goodnes 
hath put onthe face of baſhfulnes amongſt them. 

If thou imbrace Chriſt as Simeon did,then Chriſt is thy 
glory : bur if thy glory conſiſt in beauty, which fadeth; 
in gay cloth, which weareth, in wealth, which waſtcth; 
or in gold, whichruſteth ; then Chriſt is not thy glory. 

We hane gone long with an old man,and now we hauc 
itoft him, but we are loth.to part withhim, he is ſuch a 


good 


TheCdling of Ionab. 
good companion : neuerthelcfle wee hopeto finde him a- 
gaine in lonahb. 

Wee haue gone but Cowly withhim, as with an old 
man that is not very ſwift of foote : but gow we muſt rum 
with /evah,as witha Poſt, leſt Ninine be deſtroyed. 


The Prophecy of Jonah, 

I ncedenot to ſhew the I of Prophets : bur 

concening their ſorts & differences, there are three ſorts 
of Prophets. The firſt were ſuch,as called vpon the name 
of the Lordin Prayer forthe people, and recciued an an- 
ſwere from the Lord inthe peoples behalfe of which ſort 
was Samwell and theſe were called Scers. A ſecond fort of 1 Santeis: 
Prophets,were ſuch as God raiſedto expound the law, 8 
declare the will of God vnto the people, when thePrieſt 
and ſuchas ſhould doe ſo,were flacke in their callings,of 
which ſort was Eſay, [eremy, Exechul,D aniel, Hoſea, lol, 
Amor Obadiah, and the reſt of the holy Prophets. A third 
ſort, were ſuch as haue bin ſince Chriſt, working ſuch like 
effe&s, of which ſort was the Prophet Agabur,of whom 
mentionis made in11.0f the Az, and k 4 

Now in the ſecond ſort of theſe, was lavab,vvhem God 
ſent to declare his will to his people, ynto whomallſo the 
Lord did reucale theſubnerſion of Kingdomes,the ouer- 
throw of Tribes,the captiuity of Nations,the calamitics 
that wereto corhe vntothe ſonnes of men for iniquity 
and rebellion againſt God. 

As all wiſe men were not borne at once,nor lived 
ther : ſo theſe holy Prophers haue net beene at once, bur 
were raiſed vp by the LordGod,ſome here, ſome there, acs 
cording to his pleafure, and as he ſaw the people ſtandin 
need of them, by reaſon of the corruption of the times. 

Aad furthermore, the Lord hath not at any time re- 
uealed vnto one of theſe, all things that might be reuea- 
led, butas muchas was ſufficient forthem, cuery one in 
their times and places. Neitherhath any of themrold by 
muc 
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much o fthe will of God as might bee declared;nor fully 
expounded his Lawes ; but the patriarkes left ſome to 
the Prophets,and the Prophets left ſome to the Apoſtles 
bur they haue left none forvs, but they haue allſer open 
the whole will of G o Þ vnto vs, and cuery Prophetnow 
bringeth onely gald, myrrhe, and frankincence, like the 
Wile-mien that came toſce our Lord, 

There are three thingsthat moyed me to take this fto- 
ry in hand 2boue all others. Firſt, becauſe you know the - 
ſtory,and therefore can the better concetue of the matter 
as I goforward withit.Secondly,becanſe it is briefe,and 
doth containe a great deale ina little, Thirdly, becauſe ic 
1s mo!t agreable For the time andtate of this ſinful age 
whereir ve liuc, and thercfore moſt conuenient for vs.It 
1s manifeſt that /onab lined in a very troubleſome time, 
namely, in the time of /eroboamthe ſonne of 7eaſb King 
of Iſracl,a wicked King, though not he that is called the 
Teroboars that made Iſrael to finne, For of this ſecond /e- 
roboams in whoſetime he prophecied,itis written, 2 King. 
14-74. Hee depatred not from any of the finnes of Jerev- 
amthat made Ifracl to fin; which commendeth the ho- 
linefſc of ſorab,in that he in the midit of their corruption 
wherewithall the people were onerflowne, was vncor- 

»rupted and vnſpotted; and-called to bee a Prophera- 
&-£9$14:25* mongſt the people of God. For he had prophecied in If 
rael, before he was ſent to Nanive,as the word alſo doth 
argue; which layeth open and magnifieththe great loue 
of God; inthar he ſent a Prophet to admoniſh this vn- . 
golly people,when as he ſhoulÞhaueſentathunder. bolt 
toterrifie them,or rather vtterly todeſtroy them;ſo that 
there mercy ſtept before iudgment. 
Hisname was /oy«b, which ſignifieth a Done, whick 
a21moniſheth vs, that as ve labour to beas wiſe as Ser- 
pents, ſo we ſhould alſo defire that we might be as ſim- 


Pleas Dones, His Fathers name was Amittai, which ſig- 
nificth 
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— Truth. I would that Truth were euery Preachers 
arncr, 

There are two ſpeciall things contayned in this Hiſto- 
rie. The firit,the great mercy of God ſhewed vnto three 
ſorts of men : the Nizawites, [onxah and the CAMariners is 
reſpe& of the Niniuites,that he ſent aProphet co Nanwe 
a Citic of the 'Gentiles, which were ſtrangers trom the 
Coucnant, from the Promite, and ſtrangers from the 
Common-wealth of Iſrael, and conuertced them by his 
preaching, and ſo ſpared them now. 

In regard of /onah, that being, for his diſobedience in 
flying co Tarihith,when he was ſent to Niniue, throwne 
into Sea, he prepared a great Whale to ſwallow him, 
and in his belly,cuen inthe bottome of the Sea, where 
there was no hope of life for him, pre ſerued him : and at- 
ter three dayesdeliuered him thence ſate, and then caſt 
himnor off, but continued him in his calling, & wrought 
— by him, both in the ſhip, conuerting the 140- 

rrous Mariners,and in Niniue, humbling the King,and 
the whole Citic, 

And laſtly, when hee had moſt vnworthily doubly 
murmured and juſtified himſelfe againſt God, he conten- 
ed himſelfe with gentle and milde reproofe of him. In 
conſidEation of the Mariners,thathauing beene 1dolaters 
all their lives, & now in danger,giuing the honor of God 
to their owne fancies,God yet conuerteth them,(o that 
they calle1vpon him,and ſacrificed and made vowes vn- 
tothe true God ; and by his mighty power, hauing the 
Wind an4Seas calmed, were then,anc! for cuer ſaucd, 

The ſecond thing is Tonahs fall, and riſing againe.His 
fall firſt,finning, both flying from God, and murmuring, 
and therein iuftifyi himſelfe : ſecondly, ſuſtaining hus 
puniſhment, manifol4 and long feares, caſting into the 
Sca,and continuing inthe Whales belly three dayes, and 
afterward, hisreproofc and conuiction. His riſing, firſt, 
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repenting in the ſhip,inthe belly of the Whale,and being 
caſt out of it. Then alſo faithfully diſcharging his duty, 
crying againſt Niniue couragiouſly, 

We hauec ſecne /onab a farre off, if we wou!/!, we n 'phe 
ſee him neercr, He that recciuesa Prophet in the name 
of a Prophct,ſthallrecciue 2 Prophers reward. Therefore 
ler vs prepare oureatrcs to heate,an receiuethe word of 
Go | preached by the Miniſters, and ict vs thinke,that [e. 
xah is come againe toour houſes topreach, and whether 
it bc 40.daycs,or 40. wee ks,or 40. yecres,they that I've 
hke Solom,ſhall be puniſhed like Sodom. Bur as o'r $2. 
uionr (aith to his Diſciples, Pray that your flight be not m 
Wumter mor on the Sabbarh:(ofay 1 vnto you, Pray thit the 
Lor is comming be not on the'weeke dayes, for if hce 
come then,how {tould he find you?Thercfore I pray yo. 
tearne at leaſt now and giue good care, that you may 
heare ſufficient for all the weeke, 

The Wordof the Lord cameto TON An, the forme of 
AM1TT 41, ſajing ; Ariſe, and goe to Ninine,@ c. 

Herein 1 obſerue, that /onab went not before he was 
ſent : for going to preach vntothe Centiles,it was need « 
full that he ſhould haue a ſpeciall Calling and commiſh. 
on from the Lord himſel!fe:tor it was vamect to caſt the 
childrens bread vato the Dogs, vnlcfle he had a ſpeia!l 
commanJement from Go4 io ro doe. 

None ought totake vpon him the funQion of preach. 
ing in the Church, vnicſle they have their warrant or au - 
thority from GoJ,as Aaron had. And although they hane 
not their authority in that forme and manner, as lonah 
had his(namely ) as it were by word of mouthcuen from 
God himſclfc, Ariſe awd goe to N mine : yet they muſt haue 
their warrant from him,clſc their callingis vnlawſull. 

But now heere is another authority crept into tlic 
Church,that makes ſo many 14cls, which have eyes and 


fee nor,tengucs and ſpeake not, cares and beate not,and 
that 
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that is this, when one ſtallech vp another into eAofer 
chaire,not haning Moſes roJ, nor Moſer ſpirit. But this 
g/l will not bold ſparring, Further, I obſeruc,that as the 
Word of the Lord came to lorab : fothe word of the 
Pope came to his Prieſts, Tefuites,antl Serninari es, but ſo 
and in ſuch ſort many times, that they are drawneto Ti. 
borne, while Maſlcs are ſaid for them at Rom :. 
; The Word of the Lordcame vuto l oO N A nc 
That which came vato him, was not alwayes with hin 
but ſo it was,that when the word of the Lord came vn. 
to any ofthe Prophets, then they were well furniſhed 
with abilitictoteach, to preach, toreproue, or to com- 
mand whomſoeuer the Lord would haue ſo handled.As 
by example : Nathan the Prophet bid Daxid the King, a 
that he ſhould build a Temple, 2.S<w.7.2nJr.Chron,1 J 1 Me as 
An1alittle after,he came and bid him,that he ſhould not *' 
build it» Where wee (ce, that when hee bid him build it, 
then the Spirirof the Lord came vnto him, to bid 
himſo to doe. And therefore the Spirit of God came vn- 
tohimthe very (amenight,and bid himthathee ſhould 
goe to Dawd, and bilhim, that he ſhould nor build it. 

For this is eutdent,that as Gol hirmſelfe is conſtant,lo his 
| Spirit and his V Vord are conſtant, and therefore neuer 
| ſaith an4 vnſaith one thing. 

Agiinc,the Prophet Ehaſhalaid, 3. Xin,q. that theShn- 2 Xing.4; 
n2mites heart vas griened,bnt the Lord had hil it from 
him, an4 hadnotas then declared theſame vnto him : 
which dorhnote vnto vs, that the ſame Word whereby 
the Lord hath,and doth reuveale marnellous things vnto 
the Prophets ,was notnow vpon him, neitherts alwaies 
vpon any P:opher, butaccording tothe Will of God it 
comes vnto them, to reueale vnto them what he would 
haue themto doe, and when it pleaſeth him. 
Alſo Daniel ſaid, that the Lord did not reneale the Dan.z 306. 

Kings dreame vnto him, for any wiſedome that hee hadl 
G2 more 
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' more then any liuing, but onely for the Kings ſake, an1 


for the poore pzople of Gods lake : & {o you muſt thinke 
of vs that are the Miniſters of the Goſp-ll,that the Lord 
doth not reucale his will vntovs, for any wiſcdome or 
worthincſle that is in vs, more then other men, bur for 
yuur ſak-s,and that we might reueale It to you, There - 
fore hcarc vs cuen for this cauſe, becauſe the Lord hath 
reuealed vnto vs theſe things for your ſakes an] good, 

From the calling, we come to the charge. 

eAriſe,and goe to Ninine that great oe. 

Gol commeth and ftindeth vs all aſleepe, then he bids 
vs ariſc ; for they are not fitto conuert others, which arc 
not yet connerted themſclues,acording to that ſaying of 
Chriſtto Peter; When thou art conuerted, ſtrengthen thy 
Brethren,tcaching them by your experience, 

Now adayes men take vpon them to reproue others 
for comitting ſuch things,as themſclues haue praiſed, 
and doe practiſe without amendment, notwithſtanding 
their diligence in teaching others their dutic ; they can 
teach althe dodtrine of Chriſt, ſauing three (y1lables, that 
is, Follow mt*Therecfore theſe are like ſome Taylors,which 
are buſic in decking,andrricking vp others, but goboth 
bare and beggerly themſclues. Yer they will not ler vs 
plucke out Te mote that is in their eyes, vntill we hauc 
plucked out the beame which is in our owne eyes. 

Goe to Ninize. 


Niuiue was the greateſtand ancienteſt City in the land 
of Aſſyria, and the name of it _— Beamtifull, which 


name was giucn it, rather for the greatneſle and beautic 
thereof, then for the name of Aſbur,which was the buil- 

der and firſt founder thereof,as we reade in the booke of 
Geneſis.It had a faire name,but foule deeds, like this City 

Goe to Nmime. fc. 

God would nor ſuffer any people to bee vntaught : 
thereforc he hath written this name wn great letters,caſie 
to 
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tobe read of all, The heauens»declare the gloric of God 
and the firmament ſheweth the worke oF his hands. 7 hey ___ - 
hane noſpeech nor language, withour them is thek voice ſal. 194 tity? 
heard. Their line is gone forth through all the carth.and 
their words into the ends of the world.In them is mani- om. 1,19,10: 
feſt for all what may be knowne of God. For his cternall 
power and Godhead are ſeene by the creation of the ' : 
world:burt eſpecially he teacheth ſome by his Word alſo. 4 
Therefore he ſent vnto the old world Noah, Lotto So. Geneſ.g. ©: 
dom, Moſes to Iſracl, and here Jowah to Niniue, But G«ne/-19. 
when P aul with Silas and Timothy had gone throughout 4 156- 
Phrygia,and the Region of Galatia, they were forbid- 
denof the holy Ghoſt to preach the Word in Aſia. Then 
came they to Myſ1a,and ſought to goe into Bithynia,but 
the Spirit ſuffered them nor, 

Goe to Ninine, 

The Iewes would not heare the Word of Cod by Ionah, 
and therefore the Lord ſent him to Niniue. They that 
gricue the Spirit quench the Spirit. Then goes the Pro. 

het from Samaria to Niuiue. The Word was in Samaria 
it went thence to Niniue: the Goſpell was at Epheſus, Regel.2-4,5- 
it is come into England : itis gone out of the Ciry,but it 
may depart from England againe. If any thinke that he x.cor.t0. 13." 
ſtandeth , lethim take heed leſt he fall. ? 

But the Prophet goes fr6 Samaria to Niniue,that was, 
both to ſhake off the duſt of his feet®to witneſle againſt 
them their obſtinacy an41hardnes of heart: and ſecondly, 
rolet themſee that the wicked Gentils were more righ- 
tcous then they,inthat they repented at the voice of one 
Propher;yea,and that with one Sermon : whereas them- 
ſclues refuſed, and reſiſted allthe holy and worthy Pro- 
phers that God ſent vuto them. And thirdly,itmay beto 
ſignifie,thatthe Jewes fortheir contempt & negligence 
ſhonld be reie&ted, and the Gentiles ſhould be receiued 
into the fauour of God, that they might be an holy and 
G3 ſanRificd 
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ſandified people vato the Lord in their troublc- 
T hat great (ity, . 

Niniuc had ftifteene hundied Towers'init,as ſome doe 
write,and a hundred and twenty thouſand little children 
(as itis noted in the end of thus ſtory)therfore it may we! 
be called a great City :bur the greater it was, the more 
vngodly it was: For as one man taketh ſicknefſe of ano- 
ther : ſo one man 15 infected by the wicked words,and i!! 
example of another, and ſo taughtto ſinne the more til! 
the meaſure of ſinne be full, 

Andcry againſt it & c. 

Firſt, God biddeth Kim, Ariſe and ſhake off all impedi. 
meas, and then to go& callthem, tothe battel;and now 
he bids htm cry out againſtthem, and ſo terrific them, E. 
uery Prophet 15a cryer, as appeareth, where the Lord 
biddeth Eſay to lift vp his voyce like a Trumpet. Euery 
Propher'muft bothbe plaine and bold ; and this many 
times maketh the poore ſeruants of God to ſpeake their 
minds ag plaineandbold , as if they fate in iudgementr. 
John wasa voice, a voice would not ſerue, hee was the 
voice of a cryer,and yethe could not make all the croo- 
ked ftraight,nor the rough plaine, 

-And becauſe all the preachers of the Goſpell ſhould 
cry,that is,preach zelouſly,in theſecond of the As it is 
written; The holy Ghoſt came downe in fire & tongues : 
but this fire is quenched, and the tongues are tyed vp, fo 
that they that ſhould cry are ſtarke dumbe : but though 
they. cannot ſpeak,they can ſee,they can fee if a great be- 
nefice fall;though it be an hundred miles off: and Pharaoh 
had more care of his ſheepe, then we have of ourſoules. 

If Preachers yere not deaſe, they needed nor to cry 
. one to another ; but ſuch is the dumbneſle of Preachers, 
andthe deafneſle of al ſorts of hearers, that there is great 
flowneſſe of followers, ſo that there is bur little good 
done,and bur a few fruits gathored, . 

_ I 
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If yee were not deafe,we need notro cry, but becauſe 
ye bedull of hearing,therefore we cry with mouth, with 
heart, with hand, with foote, and with gl! the powers of 
our bodies vnto you,and yet how little do you regard it ? 
But are nof ye commanded to heare,as welas wetocry? 4 
Yea, the Cocke croweth when men are ms woe.ths Matth, #6, 70; 
Cocke croweth, and ſtill Peter yet denieth his Maſter: 72,74 

Before youcry vnto the Lord, heare what the Word 
crieth vnto you, and let not your workes cry for venge« 
ance, while your tongues crie tor mercie, 

When men hearethe Preacher ſpeake againſt pride,” 
hypocriſie, couctouſneſle, or any other ſinne, then they © 
looke one vpon another, as though it belonged not vnto 
them : but who can ſay, his heartis cleane? Priv,28.9: 

And cry againſt it. 

Our fins buffet God on euery ſide, as the Tewes buffet. 
red Chriſt, firſt,on the right fide, then on the left ſide,and 
neuer leaue till they haue prouoked him to cry againft vs. 

When God cryes, then wee ſhould weepe, confidering 
wherefore he cries: forthere is nothing that can prouoke 
the Lord to cry,burt ſinne,and that he euecr crieth againſt. . 
Noe what you will, and ſay what you will,and the Lord 
will not be offended with you, vnleſſe you finne : but if 
you commit ſinne,he is iuſt, and therefore will not leaue, 
till he hath by crying ſlaine either you, or ſin that raignes 
in you, For as an angry man euer purſueth that which he 
hateth, vnrill he hath deſtroyed it: ſo the Lord croſſeth 
andfolloweth vs with his Iudgements, vatill hee hath 
flaine that, which moſt deadly he hateth, ſinne, e 
eAnd ory againſt it, fc. 
Reproofistheneceſſarieit office, yet isitleaſt regarded, 
yea,rmoſt abhorred, For now we think it one reproue vs, 
he hateth vs. But the Lord faith, Lexit.19+ Thou thalt not revit. 1927. 
hate thy brother in thine hart, thou ſhalt reproue him, and 
{affer him not to fin:noting thereby, that if we Atrer any 
G 4 in 
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in their fin,or ſee them ſin, & not reproue them for it,it is 
2 manifeſt ſigne that we do ir of harred,how great loue & 
good will ſozugg we pretEJroward them:ſecing the mat= 
ter tends tothe hurt of their ſouls, & the offence of God. 
Yea,ifa Preacher reprouc ſin,he is thought to Coe it of 
hatred,or of ſome particular gru4ge:an4 to be roo buſie, 
to0 bitter,too ſharpe, too rough; and therefore ſay, hee 
ſhoul4 preach Go1s loue and mercy,for he is a Preacher 
of th: Goſpellhe tels vs of, and threatens with the Law, 
aniſothrowes vs downetoo low, ſome to deſpaire : as 
though we preached the Law only,or chiefily,& not the 
G ofpell alſo continually, to them thatlothe and ſtriue a 
gain{ their fins,though they ſin gricuouſly . Others, as 
thongh they were galled, willſay;Lethim kecp his Text, 
or they will ſay, He 1s beſide hisbooke:as thoughno text 
in Scripture reproucd ſin,and ſo of all Do&trines, the do- 
Qrine of reproofe &reprehenſion of ſin,is moſt contem- 
ned,and lealt eſteemed . Bur Ict a Preacher preach dark 
myſteris, or profane, ſpeeches,or vnprofitable tables, or 
frivolous queſtions, or curious inuentions,or od conceits, 
or brainſick dreames;&any of theſe wil be more welcom 
vnto them then reprehenfion, which is moſt profitable & 
neceſſarieſt of all . Ba/aams Aſſe neuer ſpake but once,and 
then he reproucd. Then it Ba/aams Aﬀſe reproued Balaam, 
how much more ought Ba/aamto reproue Aſſes, or ſuch 
as wil be no otherwiſe then beaſts in their behauiour?Bur 
perſwade your (clues,beloued,which is moſt true,though 
we ſpeake as if we were angry with you, and threaten as 
if we would hurt yon,an1 cry againſtyou,as if we hated 
you, yet we loue you in the dearcſt bloud we haue ; and 
therfore,though with perſecution we preach the Law,to 
leade you tothe Goſpell;we preach lIudgement,that you 
may fin4 mercy; we preach hel,to bring you to heauen? 
whatſocucr,&howſocuer we preach,we do al tofill your 
he arts with ioy in beleeuing,& hauing made you fruitful 
m 
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in all good works,preſent you without ſpot,nay,glorious 
alſo, as a Virgin moſt beauritull, tothe Lord of all grace 
a nd glorie, Chritt Iclus. 

Hitherto we haue heard of /onah called,and chargep to 
cry;but what ſhould hee cry ? Indeede it is not expredfled 
in this placc.E ut what then ? Why then the papiſtsemay 
ſay.that hee was charged tocry againſt them tor ne glec- 
ting their Traditions. Aﬀurecly they may with as great 
truth,and as much probabilitic,as they doe gather out of 7,þ, 16.125 
divers placcs of the new Teſtement,thatthey ought to be 19"n.21.25. 
obſerucd. But crab hath not leftir doubtfull whar hee #.1-3- 
was to cry:for in the: ; Chaprer, verſe 2.the charge is re- mo 6% Sly 
peated,and thus exprefſed:Goe and proclaime againſt ir, ,. I 
the Proclamation which I ſpake vnto thee, He was then 
tocry what God had commanded him. O that none 
would cry but what God had commaunded. 

But what did God command him to cry ? eventhat 

w hich ke aſterward crycd : Yet fortie daies, and Niniue 
ſh all be cuerturned, Ouerturned ?Yea,ancient Nine, 
faire Niniue,prond Niniue muft be deſtroied. No man fits 
fo high, bur deſtru&tion fits aboue him, & will fall on all "2 
that perfiſt in their defe&ion. Juſtice would hane come a- 
gainſt rhem, before it cryed againſt them ; but God, the 
moſt gracious would hauethem cryed againſt, thatthey 
might cry out woe and alas for their ſins, ſo preuenting 
deſerued & threatned vengance:tor they hearing the cry 
of God ,cried out themſelues, & that in great humbling | 
to God, ſoGod heard their cries, & tooke pitty on them. : 

[ſaiah was commanded tocry,and he cryed : All fleſh is 7/4. 40.6.5 
graſle,vea althe glory thereof like the flower of the field. 
The graſle withereth, the flower fadeth, when the Spirir 
of Tehouabbloweth on ir.Surely the people is grafſe. lob 
was commanded in the ſpirit of Eheh to cry,& he cried, 
Prepare the way of [chouah,make cut in the deſert a path E/ay 4%, 
for our God, And lowab was commanded to cry, and he 4 
_cryed. ; 


22. 


Matth. 3.3 
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cryed : Tet forty dages, and Ninine ſhall be onerthrowne. An4 


I9n.1-2.& 3-2 all the Preachers of the Goſpel! are commanded to cyie, 


Tay 58.1. 


* F[2) 40-4, 
I,C07.4. 4. 


and that aloud, not to ſpare, tolift vptheir voyces like a 
Trumpet, to ſhew Gods people their defeRions, and the 
houſe of /acob their fins. And thenalſo,if they thereby be 
truely humbled,to proclaime vnto them, Their miquity is 
pardoned, they hauz recetuedat the hand of /ehowah dou. 
ble for all their ſinnes. It u required of the diſpoſers of Gods 
ſecrets, that they be found faithfull. And woe to them that 
loue the pleaſures of ſinne more, then the glory of God. 
For their wicheaneſſe is come vp before me. 

For, &c. We hauc heard the charge itſ(clfe giuen, hea. 
uie newes,that a moſt beautifull Citic, amoſt rich Citie, 
2 moſt populous Cirie, and a moſt ancient Citic, muſt be 
ouerturned, and that within fortie dayes ; what is the 
cauſc > Their wickeaneſſe is —_ mee «as if hee had 
ſaid, Niniue hath followed her luſts, and forgotten the 
Law, to ſatisfic her deſires ; ſhee hathnotoriouſly deſpi. 
ſed her Soueraigne, defied all wel-meaning,all good deg. 
ting : and this1s knowne to the iuſt Iadge , and at his 
barreſhee is arraigned, and heraccuſers ſtand crying at 
the barre of juſtice. Therefore thee may no longer be for- 
borne, exccutionof juſtice muſtneeds bee done : ler her 
therefore prepare for death; andthat ſhee may cry agamp 
her, Yet fortie dayes, and Nine ſhall be onerturned : for their 
wickedneſſe is come vp before mee, 

When God ſends cryes vnto a people,it is a moſt ma- 
nifeſt ſigne,that their wickednefle is come vp before him, 
which doth cauſe himthus to exclaime, thos to crie out 
againſt them. And then if they willnot repent, whileſt 
Gods cryes continue crying amongſt them, the Lord of 
Hoſts will riſe vp in armes againſt them. 

Thew — 

Will you (ce the Niniuites ina fcrol!!, that withall, you 
the daughters of Niniue may ſec,that wealth & —_ 

| neflc 


i 
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nefle go together, proſperity & ſecurity kifle each other”? 


Niniue ({aith Nahum) was like a poole of waters, moſt y.h..8,9 4-1 
populous,& ful ofal ſtore,which to increaſe,it was whol- & 2. 1:,12- 


}y full of Iving,deceit, & fraud,ful of robbery ,oppreſhon, 
and all violence, a bloudy Citie = whereby it increaſed in 
wealth,they flourithedin honor & glory, and therfore as 


Zephary hath.it vas a reioycing,a noting city,ſate fecure- Zeps, 2-15- 


iy,and proudly contemned ethers; ſaving, am,and none 


is bcfides me.Morcouer,it was the Miſtris of witchcrafts, 2ab-3.4. 


2 meſt zdolatrous Citie ; yea, fald people through her 

whoredomes, and'Nations through herwitchcrafts, and 

made other 1dolatrous like herſeife, as 2.King.16.10. 
T heir wickedneſſe it come vp before me. 

Sinne mounts vp on high, like the Temprer, which led 
Chriltvnto the top of the pinacle,to behold all the =_ 
ſures of the world at once;,& thenbecanſe we haue 
dCowne before the god of this world, and tempred the 
God of heauen , whether hee bee iuſt,or no ; therefore 
wrath ſpeakes our of the fire, Now thou haſt raken thy 
pleaſure, thou muſtalſo take thy puniſhment. 

A-moſt heauic and grieuous thing it is, if you knew 
what you are doing heere, and whar your finnesare do- 
ing at the barre of Geds iuſt indgement. For cuen now 
before you came hither , you were ſeruing the Diuell in 
ſinne, but now it is too late to ſpeake of it , and where 
are they now? fleſh andbloud couldnot ſtay them , na- 
ture could not ſtay them, pleaſures could not ſtay them, 
riches could not ſtay them, nor they could not ſtay them- 
ſelues , but they are aſcended vp before the face of the | 
ctcrnall God, to'ſtand at his barre and crie for vengeance 
to fall vpen vs, for committing ſuch hainous ſinnes a- * 
gainſt the Maieſty of God. 

An Arrow is fwift,the Sun is ſwifter, but Sin is ſwifteſt 
of all: for in a moment it is committed on earth, it comes 
before God in heauen, and is condemned to' kell ; for 

. though 
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though N:mred could not climbe to heauen, his ſins flew 
vpto heauen : and though we ſtay below,our fins aſcend 
high, like the Tower of Nimrod, but they fling vs downe 
toconfuſion,and we become Babel.For when we ſin, we 
ares the (hel-fiſh;zwhich tahe Eagle taketh,& flyeth iats 
the aire with,and then letteth it fall vpon the rocks, & ſo 
daſherth it in peeces,and then deuoures it. For the wrath 
of God taketh vs vp on hic, and throweth vs downe low 
vponthe rocks of ſhame & contempr,and terror of con. 
ſcience: and ſo hauing cruſhed vs ,andbruiſed our very 
bones, conſumes vs with double death,the graue deuou- 
ing vs,hell fwallowing vs. 
[1 come before me. 
Tothem which aske,how our ſinsaſcend & fly vp be- 
fore God; I anſwere,God here ſpeakes vnto vs after the 
maner of men,who cannot ſce athing afore it be broughe 
vnto them ,cuen where they arc ,and before them.Sot 
hereby is ſignified, God had ſeene their wickednefſe, 
We faſt as beforc him,ws pray as before him,we giue 
almes as before him,& we do cuery good thing as before 
him, becauſe wee doe itfreely,and as it were, not caring 
who looks vp6 vs.But we fin as behind him,becauſe we 
hideand cloke our fins, and commit them in ſecrer, loth 
that men ſhould ſpy them: our conſcience in ſuch ations 
accuſing vs,and mſtantly telling vs; we are about that 
which we cannot iuſtific, And we ſuppoſe that we fin be. 
kind him,becauſe wee ſinnce here below,ſaying with our 
ſclues in the conſideration of our blinded harts,as Elpbaz 


1 24.12,13; accuſed ob to haue ſaid : Is not God in the height of hea« 


34 uen?and ſee the highnes of the ſtars how ugh are they ? 
Therefore how ſhould God know it?Should he be able to 
ſee throughthe dark?The thick clouds are a couering to 
him,thar he may not ſce,and he walketh vp & down the 
round circle of the heauens .But then chiefly we imagine 


that God bcholds vs not, when men cannot fee vs: 
as 
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as if God could not know, when men cannot ſpie. But ler 
vs not deceiue our {clues,for God ſceth not as manſeeth, 
Man can ſee but only outward things committed in ai. 
on,but God ſeeth,and knoweth, and ſearcheth the ſecrets 
of the heart, yea, the ſecreteſt thoughts and imagin ations 
of it. Againe,mar can ſee but one thing at once,he can- 
not turne his right eye one way, andletreye another-:he 
cannor ſee before him and behind him with one looke : » 
but God ſeeth althings at all times. Though we ſinneas 
cloſely as we can for feare of hatred, or ſhame of the 
world,or for any otherreſpeR; yer God ſaith, Your fin is 
come vp before me. For though we couer it, and hide ir, 
and colour it, yea and as it were,bury it as welas lyetk in 
vs,yetallis open vnto him:theretore he ſaith, Your ſinne 
i5come vp before me. 
For when we ſpeake euil, he is all Eares toh eare vs,& 
when we doe cuill,he isall Eyes to behold it : Therefore, 
O fooliſh man, doe not thinke that God ſeeth not which 
man ſceth not:for when he looks vp, hee ſees all below 
alſo,and when he lookes downe, he {ces all aboue alſo, If 
he ſhould not, much wickedneſſe ſhould ye in darkenſſe 
varewardeJ,& men ſhould rotbe terrified from fin , bur 
rather by the example of other allured to finne freely, ſc. 
cretly, For, Ananias might haue gayned by his craft, if 4-5. 
God hadnot ſcene his heart, which men ſaw not : but 
God ſaw his diſtruſtfull, and diſſembling, and corrupe 
heart ; therfore he loſk his goods, and his life too, ; 
IfGo1had not ſcene that which men ſcenor, Gehez,; **Ni"g 54 
might haue gayneda bribe for his labor, when heran af. 
ter Naaman the Aſſrian, and told himalie for his profit: 
But God ſeeing his fetches, which men ſaw nor, turned 
his bribe to a leproſie, and ſo made him a leapor for his 
labour. A fearefull example for ſuchas rake brides :yer 
many care not whatbribes they take,ſo men ſee it nots - 
The man that ſaid, Be merry, my (oule, and take thy Lie 1h, 
; pleaſure 
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pleaſure for many yeeres, might h2ue done it, had nor 
God ſcenchim : but he c!picd him falling to gollefle fe 
curitic, an thrcatned him rhatnight to bereaue him of 
his ſoule. Forget it nor, ye trar avoun4 in wealth, whole 
cup runancth ouer. 1t Gothao not fcene Achan take vp 
the piece of gol4,he had ke pr ir rohimſelte tor his labor, 
and no man ihuuld hauc knowne where hce had it.But 
Godſccing it (though cloſcly done) rewarded him with 
ſhame in the fighrot all Iſracl. O Lord, what is manthat 
thou ſo watcheſt him? Achan would ncucr hauc ſtollen,if 
he had knownethar G04 di fee him : Gehezs durit neucr 
haue taken a bribe,if he ha4 choughte thar God behel4 his 
doings. Wilethou ſteale, the owner lookyng on thee ? 
Wilt thouſpeake treaſon in th: Kings hearing ? neither 
ſhould we lye,nor {weare,nor (tcale,nor hurt norbe pro- 
phane at any time,if we conſ(ierthat the Lord feeth vs; 
& remembred that he watchethvs:if we woul 1 doe this, 
fin might go a begging for wat of {eruice:they tore if you 
wil marke bur this part of my $S:rmon,that Gol leeth al, 
you would refraine from thoſe things ſecretly,that areto 
the oftence of God, which you for feare or ſhame, wil nor 
doe before men : and you wou!J4 ſay cucn when your 
han4 is atit,[ willnot doe: ir, b:cauſc the Lord (eeth me. 
Bur as when we fin,though in ſecret,hc is all cyesro fee 
vs,& when he ſees it requiſirc to make ſome example,to 
tcach al,that when man cannot,nor will not diſcouer vs, 
he will ſhew that he ſaw vs;then he is all hand to puniſh 
and plague vs,and inthe en i,*oroote vs out from all onr 
pleaſures:ſo when we repent,he is all mercy and louc;and 
when we amend our liacs,& leauz all our wicked waycs 
to walke before him cuecr afrer in holineſſc, then he 1s all 
truth & righteouſnes,ro forgine vs al our former wicked 
life, & to waſh vs from all our vnacleannes. Now therefore 
repent thee of althe cuilthar thou haſt done,lamer truly, 
run & hic thee as faſt as cuer thou canſtto the throne of 
8 ace, 
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ace,prooue whether thy repent2nce will not as bol4ly 
and before Go4,8 as powerfully cry for pardon, as thy 
ſinnes ſpceily carze vp before God,an4 vehemently cri- 
ed for puniſhment. No doubt the Angell that cried, Fal- 
Icn is, tallents Babylonthe great, Rexe/.18. 2, though hee 
cryed vehemently with a loud voice,criednor ſoaudibly 
as thou ſhalt heare the Spirit of Truth crying & aſſuring 
thee, Thy finnes are forgfuen thee, the God of glorie lo- 
ueth thee,ſin ſhall no =. 6: pr :1n thce, no cuil ſhall 
hurt thee,no g001 thing ſhalbe wanting to thee,al things 


ſhall wor ke rogerher to the beſt for thee. Wilt thou any Xon.8.28, 
more ? he ſhakeuer dwcl wit! thee, in whoſe preſence is 2-Cbron. 16, 


the fulncſle of ioy,& at his right hand pleaſures foreucr. 


more, Repent therefore,but repent truly, loath all ſinne, 2-Theſ's 10. 
grieue that thou halt committed any,flie euery ſinne, yea xeb.1 2.14; 


wharſocuer occaſions of it, and all appearance of cuill : 
bur loue the Truth alſo, and follow all holinefle, and as 
muchasin you is, have peace with all men,and the God 
of peace wil increaſe your peacein Chriſt Ieſus. 

All which, even this pomr that we ſpeake of viz-what- 
ſocuer we doe, Godſeeth vs, moſt (uficiently afſureth vs 
of : for this ſo often repeated ſpeech, Reel. 2-2.9,13.and 
2.1-7.3 5+ [ know thy workes; is ſpoken as to rouſe the dead 
SarG1ans,3.1- and to heate the luke-warme Laodiceans, 
2-15. ſ{0to comment! the faith,hope,loue, patience, &c.of 
the other Churckes, an4 ſorto ſtabliſh, and ſet them for- 

yard therein, knowing he is juſt, and a liberall rewarder 
of them that ſecke him, Heb. 11.6, 
T heir wickedreſſe is come 2p before me. 

Sinne once commited, caſts no doubt of comming 
preſzntly before Go1:butrhe thoughts of the heart of the 
carnall man, thinking of the way to heauen, are the fainr 
ſpies thar wet ro the land of Canaan, which ſay,gthet our- 
nie is farther then you are able togoal your life,the way 
is like a thicket,and the dorelikc a needles eye ;therefore 
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it js impoſſible for you to come thither, But when you 
{end Faith, Hope,and Loue,(thoſe meſſengers of peace 
and Truth) rhey will bring you word, ſay ing, Your 
Ruffes muſt beruffled,& your Fardingales cruſht, pride 
muſt be pur off, & other ſinnes: and none ſhall be ke pe 
out of heauen, butſuch as lone the world better then 
heauen,or {uch as will take their finnes with them; for 
they be vnſeeming the faſhion of that Country : {@ 
thatere we come thither,we mult leaue them, 
like the ſhaddow when we goe intothe 
doore, and we mult ſhake hands 
with them, and bid them 
farewclb 
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THE REBELLION 
OF IONAH 


2. But TON An roſevp to flye to T arſhiſh from the preſence 
of the Lord, and went downe to Lapho, and found a ſhip going 
to T arſhiſh : ſo hee paid the fare thereof, that hee might goe 
with them to Tarſhiſh from the preſence of the Lord. 


. 
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3529.2 YR He charge giuen to Torah hath hi. 
\þ — i -- therto becn ſpoken of : now it fol. 
| 0 C3 loweth tobe ſhewed, how it was 

£4 Þ c 

; » 4 54 
ID n—ie being chaſtiſed,. andylo. repen- 
{> EV ting, hee faithfully diſcharged it. 
—id Wer. Firſt thcrefore, let vsconſider his 
the Lord, 

We cannot ſtand toſpeake of Tarſhiſh, nor what it is 
to flyc from God, but this ſhall be our meditation: Jonah 
a)l kinde of vngodlineſſe, thereby to-reclaime them, and 
ſtirre them vp, in laying open their (finne , and the pu- 

. niſhment that hanged oucr them, that they might ſpee- 


by Jonah diſcharged. Firſt, Jonah 
rebelliouſly negleGted it ; then 
Rebellion: afterward we ſhall ſee his cotreQion. 

But T ox an roſevp to flyeto T arſhiſh from the preſence of 
the Prophet was commaunded to goc to Niniue, and 
there rocrie out againſt ſin, to preach againſt pride, and 
dily repent, and {oturne away from them the wrath of 

H God 


Eccliſe10- 1: 
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God thereby deſcrued. How beautifull hould hauc 
beene the fect ofhim that ſhould haue brought ſo pow- 
erfull a meſſage, as ſhould hage wrought ſuch an happy 
cfte&? Howbleſſed ſhould Niniue haue beene, when the 
Lord had vouchſafed them ſo great mercy ? Burſtill one 
Flyeor other marres the whole boxe of oyntment : As 
ſogne as he was commanded to goe thither, Satan too 1 
inthe gap , and inticed himtogoe to Tarſkiſh , for hee 
thought,that it he could let Jonah trom going to Niniuc, 
then hirit of all hee ſhould puta ſingular Prophet out of 
Gods fauour, and bring vpon him ſome iudgement, not 
onely inward,as torment of conſcience,decay of gifts,or 
the like :but viſible alſo , whereby the people ro whom 
he'had preached, might think he was ſome falſe prephet 
as they are cucr ready to conlemne for hated of Go1, 
whom they fee gricuouſly afflited. And ſo ſecondly,the 
people ſhould þe hardned in their finnes,and obſtinately 
condemne ecuer after, him , his like ; andtheir preaching 
too. And thirdly , the godlieſt , the moſt populeus, and 
the vvealthieſt City in Aſſyria ſhould be ledroved , thc * 
good with the wicked, the young with the old, once with 
another, 9vuld vnrepentant die in their fins, and fo 
the very Angels in heauen ſhould mourne, So that bee 
thought hee > 3 by ſtopping [oneb, cucry way gaine 
well by his labokr. 6 
Therefore he camesto Tenah,he flatters him,he temprs 
him, thus he begins with him : It 1s good that men looke 
before they leape, haſte makes waſte, words are not al. 
wayesto betakenas they properly ſignifie: one thing 
is often ſpoken, and another meant : but thinkeſt tho! 
God meaneth thou ſhouldeſt goe to Nintne ? Why ? 
doth he regard Idolaters, and his profeſſed enemies, fo 
that to haue themsadmoniſhed of their ruine , he will 
bring ſhame vpon his owne people? for the very going 
ef a Prophet from Iſraelto preachto Niniue, muſt needs 
proclaime, 
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prodlaime, that there is more of moſt linfull Cen. 
tils ,then of nat all Iſraelites, how couldeſt thou 
ſceme ſo to thinke of thine owne Nation, thine owne 
Bretheren,thine owne Bloud, the choſen of God? or if 
thou doe, ſhalt thounot thereby procure their yrter ha« 
red for cuer, and make them to bref both thy perſan , 
and whatſocuer thy preaching, whatſocuer thou haſt 
heretofore, or hereafter ſhalt reach them? 

What? for thy faithful! pon heere among 
Gods people, will God, thinkeſt thou, recompence thee, 
thee whom hce hath made reuerend, and tobe honoured 
of Kings and Princes of Iſrael? recompence, I ſay, thee 
with ſhame and comtempt among Heathens, yea, with a 
cruell death, or with a more miſcrable life ? For what 0- 
ther ſucceſſe may be hoped for atthe Niniuites hands, 
of ſuch a meſſage by thee? For thou knoweſt, they haue 
all Iewes in contempt : therefore when thou ſhalt come 
among them, and tellchem nor theſe tew words ouely, 
and in this forme which God hath ſpoken them in ( forif 
thon fo doe, who will rot count thee rather a mad man 
then Gods Prophet ? ) bur at large, rhar there is one all- 
ſecing, moſt jult, Almightie, and cuer-luing Ged, and 
no moe ? and foal their gods are no gods but Idols :and 
that they aboue all other hane ginen his gloric to ſtocks 
and ſtones, worſhipping them for gods, alluring and in- 
torcing orhers likwiſe to diſhonour him: that they haue 
abnſcd his bleſſings moſt vnthankfully, moſtvngodly to 
all exccfſe, and are moſt proud contemnersoftheirber- 
ters, & moſt notorious drunkards, gluttons,fornieators, 
adylrerers, thecues, _”_ ors, witches, murtherers,znd 
the like;and therefore hane ſo provoked him that ismoſt 
merciful and parient,that he will withont allpity deſtroy 
man,women,young and old, high & low attiongſt then; 
yea, their very City alſo,and all that is thereiti, whereby 
they haue beene ſo wicked,aud that within fortie dayes: 
H 3 VVhen 
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When, I ſay, thou _ a Iew, ſhalt tell them this, thus 
i deſpight reuile (for ſo they will cake it) thas vrterly 
condemne them and their gods:will notthe beſt of them 
mocke and diſpiſe thee ? willnot the reſt gnaſh their 
eceth ar rhee, be ready toreare thee in pecces, put thee 
to0exquiſite rorments , condemne thee to ſome horrible 
death, or continue thee in intolerable paynes , ina moſt 
bitter life ? Noqueſtion. Thinke not therefore that thy 
g00d God,thy moſt kind and tender Father,will recom- 
nce thy faithfulneſſe, with ſending thee ſo far toſuſtain 
ach miſerie:it were impictie to thinke hee willed ir; it is 
blaſphemigaterrible blaſphemic to thinke he commands 
it : for it is to condemne him of vnkindnes, for thou haſt 
ſhewed feruenr loue ; of vntruth,for hee hath promiſed it 
ſhould goe well with the juſt ; of intuſtice, for godlineſſe 
ſhould haue the reward due only to wickednefle. Yea he 
ſhould ſceme contrary to himſelfe,to charge thee cruelly 
romurther thy felfe , which hath commanded all to ki!l 
none,if he ſhould wil thee to preuoke that bloudy Citric 
ſo.But the Very thing it ſelfe alſo arguerh,God meant no 
thing lefſe then to commit thee roſuch danger , or that 
thou (houliſt doe it the proud Nininites ſuch a meſſage, 
For ts what end (houldeſt rhou fo cry againſt that Citie 
to make them fiye, and ſoto free them fromdeſtrution? 
How ſhouldeſt thou then not be found a falſe prophet,& 
God alyer? Whatthen? To bring to repentance , and 
then toſpare them ? How ſhould not God fo againe be 
found varrue,& thou his lying meſſenger? what then? To 
c6uertthem,& (o to deſtroy them?what iuſtice were that 
& how contrary to his promiſe to Salomen? 2. Sam 7. 14. 
Therfore it is manifeſt, God meant not thou ſheuldſt go 
and cry ſ@ again Niniue,burt ſignificd that thou wert as 
good,for any good may be done here, to.exclaime ſo like 
2a franticke man againſt Niniue, as to preach in Samaria 


avy longer now, Men here arc {o hardned, that they con- 
. temne 


- 
The Rebellion of Jonah, 
temne all, part are ſo cloyd, that they lothe all, the beſt 
part little eſteem all that ispreached: of none is the word 
accounted precious,of none reuerently heard: and there- 
fore thou ſheuldſt for atime,to make the word Precious, 
& to ſharpen mens affections towards it, giue ouer prea- 
ching here,& wher thou wilt refreſh thy ſelf awhile:now 
here thou maiſt not be idle:at Tarſhiſh thou maiſt be qui- 
ct; thou mayſt at Tarſhiſh ,that famous City,among the 
ſtrangers of many Countries, heare many ſtrange range, 
much delight thee in the variety of their manners, 
abundanceof al things, with great pleaſure line. No time 
ſo fit as this to ſee the world. At Iapho thoucanſt not wit 
ſhipping thither, ſceme not to make ſmal account of this 
Kindnes of God,defraud not thy ſelfof the granted good. 
Thus Satan is cuer crofſing,tempring,inticing vs when 
wee are or ſhould be addrefling our (clues to doe the 
wil of our God.So was Moſes, [eremy, Ezechiel, Nehemiah, £xod.13.11. 
Chriſt himſclfe tempted, being about moſt notable & 4.10.14- 
workes, What ſaid our Sauiour ro Peter? Satan hath 77% 3: 6: 
deſiredto ſift and winnow you as whear:who are theſe 5,3": 
whoſe perill Satan ſo carneſily defireth f Euen Peters g.,.5.6.6. 
and /amer,and Tobns. No maruaile, for Chriſt himſclte, 7.10. 
though acknowledged the Sonne of God, was moſt 1422-31435 
hercely aſſaulted of the Tempter fortic dayes , and then ——_ : 
indeed was left ,- but it was onely for a ſeaſon, Ze , > «ys = 
4:V. 13+. Therefore ncuer dreameof a truce with Satan 
whoſoener thon bee, whatſocuer thou art about to doe. 
For the enemy, the enuious Foe, the Temprer, the falſe 
Accuſcr goeth about continually ſeeking whom hee may 
deuoure, Now his manner of tempting is, firſt and moſt . 
vſually with flattering,bur yet very often withmoſt rer- 
rible threatning. For whatſoeuer we doe or feele,com- 
meth from one of theſe three ſpirits, the ſpirit of Satan, 
the ſpirit of God, or out ſpirit, Now our owne ſpirir of 
it (elf is alwaies occupied about worldly things,/ſcehing 
; H 3 deltg 
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delights in pleaſure,nor diſquiet by threats. The Spirit 
of Go.jis gentle, louing, and mecke, nor forcing, nor 
Lake. 9, 24 threatning.Therfore Chriſt ſaith, If any willfallow me, 
let him deny himſclfe, and4take vp his crofie daily, &c, 
And marke his Spirit,he ſaithnot, You ſhall follow me, 
but, You ſhaldeny your ſclues,&rake vp your crolle,bur 
if any will follow mc,lct him deny himſalfe,andrake vp 


eauic.s.2, his croſle: Let himeThe ſame is to be ſeenc in the { articles, 
where hc ſaith; Open vnto me,my Siſter, my Loue, my | 


Doue, my Vndehicd. For mine head is full of dev, and 
my locks with the drops of the night. For when the ope 
ned not vato him, making moſt vameetexcuſes, though 
:.4.6, hee had moſt louingly prayed,and liucty vrged her to 0- 
pen,and ſhe molt vnkindly,moſt vaworthily had denied, 
yet he went his way mildly without any threats.But the 
ſpirit of Satan takes another courſe. For when by lying 
and deceit he cannot allure to ſinne, he threatens moſt 
fearcfully with ſin,grief,or loſle of goods, ſolitarinefle 
and want of pleaſure, and ſometime by his miniſters, 
. Imps of his owne likeneſle, he threatens death and dead- 
8 ly torments,whatſoeuer they may infli&-vpon any. 
Chriſt aith ; If you will follow me, If you will : but 
he ſaith, I willmake you follow me,and do as I bid you, 
you ſhall hauc fire and fagot,ſcalding lead and burning 
pitch; if you will not follow me, you ſhall, whether you 
will orno : we willmake you doc as we command,ſaith 
hiseldeſt ſon Antichriſt , vſurping authority ouer Nati- 
ons, and infliting torments on the Saints. His order of 
tempting is,firſt,to make vs doubt of the Word of God: - 
whether iuchor ſuch do&rine bee true, ſuch and ſuch an 
 aRtionbe commanded , ſuchand ſucha promiſe , ſuch 
and ſuch a threatning be certayne,Then ſecondly, he fals 
to flat denying of it this doQrine, theſe promiſes, theſe 
threatnings are falſe, this thing is not commanded, this 
aKionisnot commanded, And then coms he in with his 
COn- 
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The Rebellion of lonab; 
contradidion,contrary afſertions,& countermands, For 


there is no commandement of God, but the Diucll com- 
mands the contrary,and he is cuer gainſaying that which 


God ſaith. For our God ſaithvynto Adaw, 1t you cat of Gex.4.15. 


the forbidden fruit, you ſhall ſurely dye: the Deuill came 
and he told them,firſt, /z is not cert aine youſball dye : then, 
Youſhal notdie:then thirdly, You ſhalbe 

ing good from cuil. God ſaith, Submit your (clues one to * 
another in brotherly loue:the Deuil ſaith, firſt, You necd 
not toabaſe your {clues ſo much ; ſecondly, You ſhould 
not yeeld to others : thenthirdly , Aduance your (clues, 
and contemne others, God ſaith, Loue thy neigbour” as 
thy ſelte:the Deuill ith, firſt, Love little and outwardly, 
then, Loue none but thy ſelfe : then inwardly, Hate thine 
enemies, enuy thy betters, diſdaine thine <quals,defpiſe 
thine inferiors, God ſaith, Labour for that food that pe- 
riſheth not : the Deui!l ſaith; firſt, Care not much for it ; 

then ; ſecondly, Contemne it: then thirdly,Stirre notan 


as gods, know. ©9-34,7- 


inch for it.Godſaith, Forſake the world:the Deuill ſaith xow. r2.2. 
firſt, Negle& not the world;then, Loue the world; then 1.1obn 3.18. 


thirdly,Giue ouer your ſelues vnto the world; abone all, 
Follow the world withallthe luſtsthereof. 

Now,the meanes whereby the Deuil remprts,arc argn- 
ments fetcht,ſome trom the wit and reaſon of man, or 
from the cuſtomes of the world : ſome from the holy 
Scriptures,either corrupted, or wrong applyed : now in 
conſideration of the perſons, thenin regard of the thing 
it ſelfe,8&c,In _ of the perſons,to whom he ſhould 
preach,and himſelfe, /onehis here tempted,and fo thus 


reaſoneth with himſelfe : I haue long preached vnto the 

lewes,which arethe choſen people of God, and ſeeing 

they will not heare mezitis in vaine to preach vnto theſe 

Gentiles, which neuer heard of God or godlinefle, and 
therefore will eſteeme my words the lefſe, l 
Thus Jonah is loth to loſe his labour, and puts in 2 
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T he Rebellion of lonah. 
doubt where hee needs not , becauſe hee conſidered not 
the great powerof God in mens hearts. The Niniuites 
are Heathen people, and therefore ( ſaith /orah) Why 
ſhould I venture my ſelfe amongſt them ?For ſeeing my 
ovwne Country-men kicke againſt my words,and cannor 
abide to keare the Word which commeth from the Lord 
to reproue (linne then how much more ſhall be deſpiſed 
by theſe, and perſecuted ro death? Thus fleſh an1blou! 
ſtandeth Raggering when it ſhould doc any gooJ, mil- 
doubting troubles, 1calous of his owrie eaſe ; bur when 
it goeth about to doe any miſchiefe,ir nzuer conſidereth 
the danger,it weigheth not the following woryet doing 
good,it is vacertayne whether all will not according,or 
euen abouc our hope ſucceed; itis more likely we (houl4 
be kept ſafe : but doing cuil, miſchicfe moſt certainly is 
procured; not danger onely, bur lofſe of the beſt things 
commonly,peace of confcience or ſpirituall graces , of 
ſome bleffings alway,or at leaſtnor receit of thoſe things 
which much wonld reioyce vs. For ſure this was a ſore 
temptation , to bid a man (being in reaſonable good c- 
ate touching his body and life) that he ſhould goe and 
preach vntoa ſauage Heathen people that neuer heard of 
preaching, and that this dofrine; that there is but one 
oncly true God,to them who will ſerue a thouſand, and 
cannot abide the contrary tobe ſpokey, 

Ifa Preacher were commanded to goe and preach at 
Rome gates, againſt Antichriſts iuriſdi&ion, & the Ido- 
latry that isſo inordinatly vſcd in that Syna of vn- 
cleanncfſe,ſeeing that is a matter for which they rorment 
and kill allthat preach it fincerely-T feare it would hard- 
ly come to paſſe at all,thar this preacher would go from 
a reaſonable quiet eſtate teuching his body, to venture 
his life among ſach cruel Tyrants: I fear he would rather 


content himſelfe with his preſent eaſe, then, commir 
hamſelfero ſo likely miſcric. 
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The Rebellion of lonab. 
If 1 goe to preach vntotheſe Infidels,ſaying, Yet 
dayes and Niniue ſhall be deftroyed, then(ſaich lone Yi 
may be they will repert,anJ God will hane mercy vpon 
them,ſo I ſhall be counted afalſe prophet for my labour. 
And thus we regard our credir, more then the gloric of 
God inthe obedience of his wii.& rather then we would 
,tecciue any reproach by our doings (in the fight of the 
worl4) wee rather chooſe toenter into no great a&tion 
touching the glory of GoJ,& the goo of the Charch.1n 
reſpe& of the Iraclites and himſe!t:1f1 leaue mine own 
44 eu preach vmto the Gentiles( aith /orab)T ſhall 
ring ſhame vpon Iſracl before all people,becauſe a Pro- 
pher is gone from them for their obſtinacy,chooſing ra- 
ther to preach vynto circumciſed Gentils then vnto them, 
as if there were morehope of the Gentiles then of them. 
So lonah more feareth the Childrens diſgrace , then the 
Fathers diſhonour, and their deſpight, then his diſplea- 
ſure, Satan is to well acquainted with mans nature, and 
ſo more certainly knowecs,then wee wiſely conſider, that 
all Adams ſons arc from labour eaſily brought to loyter 
more willingly trom feare and paine,to ſecurity & plea- 
ſure: therefore ſeldom or neuer doth he in tempring omit 
this inticement; It will be forthy eafe, for thy delight,for 
thy ſecurity. Therfore he ſaith ro /mah, Not only the way 
to Niniue is long and dangerous,thy perſon and mefſa 
odious, therefore thy trauell muſt needs be tedious , thy 
troubles grieuous,&c. but alſothy paſſage to Tarſhih is 
eafie,thy ſecurity there ſure,thy pleaſures many ,thy de- 
light great. Yea, with this he aſſaulted Chriſt himlelfe, 
faying,vwhen he ha4 ſhewed him al the Kingdomes of the 
world and the glory of them : Alltheſe will I giue thee, 
&c. And doth he not fo alſo enermore perſwa ie vs, This 
good, this gaine, this glory,this pleaſufe,or this prefer. 
ment ſhalt thou ger, itthou thus & thus deale?if you will 
leaue the focicty,the exerciſcs,the profeſhong& the com- 
pany 
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pany of the childeren of God, & ſerue me,& worſhip me: 
preferring your couectcouſneſſe,your pride,your lult ,be- 
fore the ſcruice of God ; not being ſcrupulous to ſweare 
for your gaine lomtime,norto [ye for your pleaſure,nor 
ro coozen for riches:then you ſhall not only be free from 
the reproches wherwith Profeſſors are ouerwhelmed, & 
the contempt wherein they arc had,and the many heauy 
ſighs that they are forced to fetch;but you ſhal alſo grow 
rich ſoonc,and fo be well thought of ,and had in eſtimari- 
oa,and by your wealth live in caſe, withall pleaſure,pro- 
curing euery thing at your hearts defire, 

Thus /onab,which way ſocucr hee looke,is tempred on 
euery {ide : temptedto hnne,but not conſtrained: vrged, 
butnot compelled : for the Deuill hath power to intice 
ro finne mightily,butnot to inforce violently. Loe then, 
comforts againſt this croſſe, Our enemies power is in our 
Fathers hands:and our Sauiour praicth for vs being moſt 
glorious in heaucn,as he on earth in humility prayed for 
his Apoſtles, that our faith faile vs not. Behold then alſo 
incouragements to fight againſt his aſſaults : yet ſce a 
greater: God hath giuen vs this pruiledge,this promiſe 
hauz we: Reſift the Diucl,and he ſhal flie from you, [am, 
4-7. God hath giuen no promiſe to the Diuell, that if he 
perſwade,hec ſhal prevuaile,if he vrge,we ſhal yeeld:what 
a ſhame is itto vs, that Satan is boulder in tempting,then 
we are inreſiſting ?Is he not? O that we could truly ſay, 
We arc as wiſc,as watchfull,as thoughtful to withſtand 
Satansaſiaults, as he is wily, vigilant, and more then di- 
ligent to aſlaulr. 

But what doth lonsb , thus as we haue hcard by Sa- 
tan aſſaulted? reſiſts hee as manfully as the deuill hath 
feton him cunningly ? Alasno , Jenab is no ſooner dif- 
ſwaded to goe to Niniue, then he is perſwaded it were 
great folly : he is as ſoone reſolucd,as he is inticed to goe 
:0 Tarthiſh, thinking it isa chicfe point of —_ = 
ceke 


. 


The Rebellion of lonab., ' 


ſeeke his owne eaſe, his own pleaſure,his owne (ſweet de « 
light, One ſaid, God ſpake,& it was done.Surely,the De- 7,7, 
u:] aiſo but ſpeaks,and it is Cone, for he is ſuchan Orator 
a5 no man candeny him. For who can gaineſay him that 
counſclleth as a ſpecial friend, yea,as a moſt holy Ange!? 
For he woulJſecme to be not only carefull, both ro keep 
vs from dCanger,& the feare thereof, and to procure vs 2 
c004 : but alſo icalous of Go1ls honor, fearefull 1c!t men 
thould Ecſpiſe the Word,& ſo their own ſaluation:therc- 
fore he made not onely Gehezitorakea bribe, Demas to x» King 5.22, 
imbrace the world, /#das to betray his Maſter,and Cai 2-71. 4.16. 
to kill his brother, Rebecca alſo to perſawde [aceh, and 34-55-48 
Lacob to be bold by lying to ſeeke for the Bleſſing : yea, Ge,y.;, 5 
the Father of the faithfull to commit folly with Hagar, Gen. 27.13. 
as here [onahnot to goe to Niniue, leſt torſouth, God 14.18. 
ſhuldnot be true of his word: as if what to man ſeemerth ©95-15-43- 
valikely, that were with God impoſſible, and he could 
not be righteous, vnleſſe we ſhevw our ſelues impious. 

Wec haue ſcene ſome cauſes why Satan aſſaulting vs, 
he ſtraight ouercomes vs: would any ſee more? We haue 
been taught his power,malice,watchfulnes,& wilinefſe : 
wechaue molt fit a4 ſufhcient armor miryſtred vnto vs: 
we haue a promiſe that reſiſting him, we ſhall make him £Zz%e{-6. 11. 
flye from vs. Therefore ſurely wee forget our enemie,or 14-3916: 
negle& the promiſe, ortake not tovs the whole armor 57: 
of God, ſpecially we like not that armor-bearer Humili.. 
tic: ſubmit your ſclues to God, and then refiſt the Deuil, 
But moreoucr,we to our own certaine peril} and payne 
(ſocorrupt ars we Jioyne with our Enemie, morcready 
ro doe his will then Gods Word. Hereof,no doubr, foo- 
liſh Ba/aemasked againe an4 againe,till God ſeeing him 
bent contrary to thathe had beene commanded, (cft him « q—__ __ 
vnto himſelfe:and ſo Balaam went on infinne ſolong, till '7* ** 
the yery Aſſe whereon he rode, was conſtrained to re- 
Proue him. But would you, howſocuer Satan temprs, 
nCt : 


Col.1.9. 
. 2,Pet.5.$, 
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not be turned by him out ofthe right way ? howſoeuer 
he fights,not to be foyled by him ? would you haue him 
ſoons to forſake you, ſpeedily to fiye from you, that is, 
would you rcliiſt him ?for when wee beginne valiantly to 
fight,then forthwith he fiyes. Conſider how ſhame fulla 
thing it is being cucry way encouraged to fight,to ſhew 
our (clues moſt daſtardly cowards : how diſhonourable 
to our Captaine Chriſt, to yeeld the viory to his dead- 
ly enemy: how dangerous for our ſelues, knowing he is a 
moſt cruell tyrant and moſt cnexorable,that moſt glori. 
eth,and ſpecially takes pleaſure in putting vs tothe moſt 
bitter paine that poſſibly he can ; and therefor hauing 
oucrcome vs,wil torcuer continue vs in moſt intolerable 
rorments. Y ca,(aieſt rhou,theſc things conſidered, would 
make vs couragiouſly to encounter with Satan, and ſo 
ſoone to conquer him ; but he comes often as a friend, as 
an Angell of light : how thall Ithen deſcry him, that 1 
may defic him and make him to fiye ? 

How ? here indeed is the hardneſſe:for he is a notable 
hy pocrite,the father of hypocrifie But thou muſt follow 
the counſell of Chriſt, Rew.3. +8. Thou muſt anoint thine 
eyes with the eye-(aluc,that thou maiſt ſce, Thou muſt be 


*fulfilled with the knowledge of Gods wil in all wiſdome 


and ſpiritual vnderſ{tanding,and morcouer watch and be 
ſober. And laſtly,conſider,firſt how thy ſpirit is affe&ed 
for our own ſpirit(by natui e cucrmore hard) if it be mo - 
ued by the Spirit of Goc:1s ſad Jofr,and flow:but if it be 
moucd by the ſpirir of Saran, 1s proud, boyſterous, and 
ſtout:thcn,whether that which thou art indeed moued to 
bee good or cull : if good,that is agreeable to Gods 
Word, then acknowledge, it comes from God, for 
all good motionsare the worke of the Spirir of God, 
howſocuer they ſecrre to proceed of our ſclues.But if 
it be cuill,that is,not agreeable withthe Word of God, 
thenitis alwayescither a luſt of our corrupt nature,or a 
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—— of Satan. Wherefore it isa ſire way to ſay 
when we are tempted tocuil, This motion is of the devi!, 
for cuenour corruption came of his ſuggeſtion. For the 
ſpirit of man is alwaies toſſed betweentieferwo cotra- 
ry ſpirits, the Spirit of Go procur:ng our ſaluation, an 
the ſpirit of Satan ſeeking our con lemnation. 'So that 17 
any will get the vitory of Satan, h® may not be withour 
the ſpirituallſword, which is the Word of God ,Epheſ.s, 
17. Yea,hee muſt hauc the Word of Go1 dvell in him 
picntcouſly, Col, 3.17. and cry ſtill, Open mineeyes, O 
Lord, Pſa. 119.19. Gire me vaderſtanding, z 4. And in- 
cline mine heart vnto thy teſtimonies, 26, And beware 
that he ſubmitterh himſelfe duely and diligently watch, 

Thus /onah temprcd , hath conſented to negle& hiz 
charge: and doth he forth-with repent? No, he prepares 
himſelte ro his purpoſed journey. Bxt loxau aroſe to fiye 
wnto T arſhiſh. AS ſonah was no ſooner temptedto goe to 
Tarſhiſh,but he yeelde$; ſoas ſoone as he had yeelded, 
forthwith he to goe.So [arab made himſelfe a run-away, 
& ſhewed himſclfa diſobedient ſeruart to his God. And 
in the meane while, Niniue ſet on the ſcore, & had no ho 
withthemin working wickedneſle; bnr till filling the 
cup ofallabominations, ran downe to hell with as much 
force and ſpeed as they coul:1. So Niniue is ftill Nirruc, 
bur Jenah is not like onah, for the Prophet is flying, and 
ſinne 1s crying;and,ſoall fals to confuſion. 

But I O XNA n aroſevp toflyevnto Tarſhſht&c. 

Tonat fiyeth vnto Yarſhiſh before he woul-! goe to 
Niniue : and euery one is like the ſonne, which ſai.! hee 
would nor, before he went:and fo firne is borne firſt,as 


Eſaw was borne before /acob. Therefore if euil may com- gen.r 526,27 


pare with goodneſſe in particular a&tions,in all mankind 
corrupt,cuil may ſay,He is the ancienter, But as ſoone as 
thou percciueſt any cuil cogitation or motion in thy (elf, 
be thou wroth withir,nip it in the head, putit ro death, 
and 


Math 2.11, 


Exod. 3.11.4- 
I&.,13, 
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and thenthe vncleane ſpirt that hath long beene ſtrong, 

and with delight dwelt in thee, will ſoone be weary of 

thy houſe , and ſay as the cuillſpirit ſaid ; Here is no 

gvwciling (or vs, let vs roc into younder herd of Swine. 
Futl 0 A 1 aroſe vp to flze vnto T artbiſh,& e, 

Jonah was (cnt to Nintue, but he went toward 'Tar- 
ſhiſhe And ſoit is alv aics with vs, we are cuer doing 
that we ſhould not doe, For either wee doe nothing, or 
that which wee are not commanded, or elſe otherwiſe 
then wee are commanzced. Sometime moſt rebelliouſl y 
wee doe that which wee know the Lord ſtraitly forbid- 
deth, And as Jonah tooke Tarſhiſh of Niniue, ſo wee 
take the Niucll for an Angell, Light for Darkneſſe, &c, 
ButT ox Anreſevp&c. They that ſhould preach at Ni- 
niucare fiying to Tarthiſh, & though he be like a drone, 
vet doth he, cuen the Non-refident , keeepe his bene+ 
tice faſting, teaſting himſelfe;but wilt thou keepe it, ſtil!? 
goc and preach at Niniue, as yechaue becne doubly 
commanded, or tor ſhame leaue your priuiledge and 
benefice : but they ſtand ſtaggering, aſhamed to keepe 
it, and lothto lcauec it, For the ſweet morſels of Baals 
Pric{tsare pleaſant vnto them, that they cannor find in 
their heartstolecauethemn , as long as they are. able ro 
kcepe them. But no marvaile that Jopah fiedro Tarſhiſh 
when he ſhould go to Niniue. For this 1s aſtumbling voe 
cation amon9it men, yea reictedby the children of this 
world which alway kick againſt it ; ſo that if you would 
aske for a painfull vocation, this is it, if for 8 rhankleſſe 
vocation,this is it;it for a contemptible vocarion;this is 
it: for reprouing,we are reproucy : bl: ffing, we are cure 
ſed :;preaching peace,we make war: proclaiming liberty, 
weare impriſoned ; do what vwe can,we are perſecuted ; 
& for our worke worthy of loue, ve receine of the moſt 
hatred:of few, yea very few, not any more then a cold 
aftcGien, Hereof it hath come to paſſezthat Coſer and 

Jerewy 
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Teremy called , excuſed themielues ; Ezekiel htning re- 7,2, x. 6, 
ceiued his charge, went in bitternes & in.lignation cf his £xe.:.14.3.1 5 
ſpiric,and ſcuen dayesneglected his charge as /orah hore : 
doth his: an41 Aoſer, Elab, ani ſeremy, at length com- 44 5. +, 
plained;an4(which te the beſt men is the greate it grictc)} 1c, 20. ” 
| ,1tisas calic almoſt to wath a Blackmore white, as to cd - 1. K/22. 19-19 
| vert a ſinner, becauſe Sataniscuer cioffiog men doing © 14 
Gols will,but ſpecially hindring the courſe of right prea 
ching. For the Lord was not fo carneſt to ſtop the way of 
Balaam, leſt he ſhoul4 commir wickednes, as the Diucl is 
carn-{t to {top tac way of cuery /anah, leſt he fulfill right. 
tcoulneſſe,thatts,cry againſt Viaiue, longing,an4ducly, 
that is, wiſcly,and earneſtly labouring to conuert Niniue 

But | 0 x a 1 roſe vp to fiye unto Tarſhiſh from the preſence 
ef the Lord. 

The rightcous fall , an1now nolefſe then a Propher, 
yea ſuch a Prophet, as was the tigure of Chriſt. Bur who 
woul1haue chought thatſuch a Prophet ſhoull flye 
from the Lord , yea ani] that when hee ſhould doe him 
molt ſcruice ; who counteth that no wickednefſe now, » 
that he cuer thought an4 taught was rebellion while he 
was among the wicked ? A fearefull example : therefore 
lethim that thinkes hee ſtandeth, take heed leſt hee fall : 
for the way is ſlippery wh-rein we areto walke, When 
thou remembreſt the fa!l of the Prophet , then confder 
} that thou art much weaker then a Prophet, an ther fore 
the eaſter tobe incountred an oucrthrown,antthelke- 
lyer to hauc a meſt gricucus fall, except tie Lord doy 
mightily vphold thee , ſeeing ſuci a one cannot ſtand in 
the ſight of his fo mortall enemy, but by him receiucth 
ſo grenious a fall. Secondly, it thou ſee Jonah flye, Ao- 
{es murmure, David fall to adulterie, Salomon to idolatry, 
and Peter to forſweare his Maſter, then maieſt thou learn 
not totruſt to thine own ſtrength, for it is weakne(T2,nor 742. 5. 5 
ts thine owne wiſedome, for it is ſinfull; bur ſecke hilpe 3915-2 

nd 
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and craue ſtrength at the hand of Almightie God , who 
giacth to cucry one that asketh indifferently aud hitreth 
no men in the teeth ; which doth, not bruiſe the broken 
reed, nor quench the ſmoking flaxe , but doth rather in- 
creaſe our zeale then diminiſh it, Thirdly, judge wiſely 
of the fall of Jonah, not ra(ſhly condemning him for his 
fault : foralthough Dauid ioyned murther with adultc- 
ry,yet he repented, and is the deare childe of God: 
* And he ford a ſhip going to Tarſhiſh 
Imah was no ſooner come to lapho,but he goes tothe 
haucn, or mects with Ma: incrs, & preſently vnderſtands 
of a ſhip, nor going to Niniue, but ro Tarſhiſh. As ſoone 
as heſct forward to fiye from Go9, Satan ſtraightwaies 
prepared a ſhip,ſo that cemptation & occaſion of ſin doe 
alwaics goc together . Shal: /udaslack money,or [orah 
ſtay for a ſhip? No (ſaith Satan) by rhe mouth of his mi= * | 
niſters ; here Indas , take thee money , and betray thy 
Maſter ; and /enab, here is a thip for thee, goe haſt thee 
away and flye from the preſence of the Lord. For the Di 
well is alwaies a very ſcruiccable and pleaſent Deuill, to 
ſuch as flye from God : hee can find occaſion at alltimes, 
and meanes,and inftruments fit tor that purpoſe, thor; 
wilt flye from God, the Dceuill will lend thee both ſpurs 
anda horſe, yeaa poſt-horſe , and that will carry you | 
ſwiftly and luſtily away vnto al vanity & vngodly luſts, 
Thercfore if any will aske what the Deuils occupation is | | 
Iris totcmpr,to intice by at meanes,to proucke to fin,& | 
then to prouide vs of the means to praiſe our purpoſe 
to commit( and as James ſpeaketh) ro!bring forth finne, | 
Andke payd the fare thereof | 
This money was caſt into the Sea, it did himas little 
good , as if he had vttcrly loſt it : it had beene good for 
him hec had loſt it. forit did him much harme. There 
aremany that willſpend an waſte , they care not how 
much vpon Cards and Dice , and vnlawfull games: this 
money 
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mony 4lfois caſt into the Sea, for it doththem much more 
harme then they know of, it doth them no good, it were 
good for them they had not a penny to loſe. And ſo men 
care aot what they pay for vanities & braueries, the moſt 
part of which is vnproficable, and rather hurtfull then ne- 
ceſfary forthem , but onely for the vaine vie ofthe pre 
ſent time, and for ſome vaine reſpe&:this alſois caſt into 
the Sca, and bettcr ſhould they be,if they had itnot to la- 
niſh, and to their owne and many others hurt ſo to gat. 
niſh themſelues. Men care not what they pay for their va- 
nitics, ſo it doth pleaſe their min4 for the preſent, with- 
out conſideration of the end and vſc thereot;bur they wil 
giuelittle or nothing, to doe good withall:{o that Laza- Luke 16.11, 
rus can get nothing, and Dazid can getno meat. Shall I 8-S433-10.t1» 
take my Bread and my Wine, and the Fleſh which I haue 
prouided for my Shearers, & giue them vnto one whom 
I know not, (aith churh{h Aſabal ? we can be content to 
giue any thing,or doe any thing to winne the world:bue 
we will. giue nothing, nor doc nothing, thereby ro win 
the Kinsdome of God. a 

Wee hauec heard /onah confefling that hee receiued 2 
charge togocto Niniue, but hee aroſe and fled teward 
Tarſhiſh, and went downe ro Iapho, and found a Ship 
going to Tarſhith , and paid the fare thereof, and went 
downe intoit :hereafter wee ſhall heare, that being en- 
tredthe Ship,he went toſleepe, and ſlept ſoundly , and 
being wakned , he confeſſed nor his ſfinne , butſuffered 
the Marinersto deuiſc to find out for whoſe cauſe the 
were ſotroubled , and at length alſothe lots to be caſt, 
neuer confeſling it, vntill he was enforced to it, What 
nceded heeto rchearſe all this? had it not beene enough 
to haue ſaid, That he lefthis buſineſſe vndone, hee was | 
2 Sinner?No,forGod would hauc men to know the ſtub. 
bornneſſe and diſobedience of /onah, in that this thing 
was not dence vpon the ſudden , butvpon epenge=— 
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and in no ſhort time,but in ſome continuance,while hee 
went from Samaria to lapho ,and thence was departed, 
and had ſome while ſailed. In which ſpace he had leiſure 
enough to haue repented,but did not. lonah confeſſed his 
ſinne,that hee ſhould not once haue liſtned to Satans aſ- 
ſaults or realons of the fleſh, and when he had liſtned, he 
ſhould not haue liked them,and when he had liked them, 
he ſhould not haue conſented to obey them,& when hee 
had conſented,he ſhould not hauc put themin pra&tiſe;he 
ſhould not haue fled toward Taphoz& when he was come 
to Iapho,he ſhould not haue gone to the Hanen;& when 
he came to the Hauen, hee ſhould not hane paid the fare; 
and when he had paid the fare he ſhould not haue entred 
the Ship;and when he was entred the Ship, he ſhould nor 
haue hoyſed vp the ſayles,and ſaile{,and gone to ſleepe, 
But this hee did,teaching that ſinne runnes on wheels,as 
it were downe a hill in all poſte. haſte, & neuer Naies till 
itarriue euen in Hell. For /o»ah thought becauſe he came 
ſafe to Tapho,therefore he might goe to the Hauena and 
becauſe he came well to the Haucn,therefore hee might 
pay the fare;& becauſe he paidthe fare in ncophntbes 

e might take ſhipping ; aud becauſe he entred the ſhip 
in ſafetie,therefore hee might hoyſe vp the ſayles to goe; 
and becauſe hee hoyſed vp the ſayles withonr danger, 
therefore he might goe ſecurely to ſleepe,and ſafely to 
ſfayle to Tarſhiſh, 

So finnes follow one another like linkes of a Chaine, 
till the tempeſt of deſtruction breake it in ſunder.So ſaith 
the forlorne Sinner, I haue ſworne, and God did not pu- 
nifþ mee, thereforc I will ſteale: I hiue ſtolne,and God 
d1d not puniſh me, therefore I will kill: Thane killed, & 
God didnot puniſh mee,then why mayT not doe what 
T liſt? I may doe this as wellas Thave Cone other things 
hcercroforc. Put if Tozab had conſidered with himſclfe 
- har God 1s the Lord, who 1s All-ſceing and Almightie, 
from 
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1 from whom nothing can be concealed, hee would nener 
\ haue taken his tourney to Iapho,or when he cameto Ia- 
pho,hee would not haue payed the fare,or when hee had 
payed the fare, hee would nothaue entred the Ship, or 
when hee was gone into the Ship , hee would not haue 
hoyſt the ſayles, but rather would haue leapt out from 
that Ship that would carry him from his God, carrying 
him from his duty : tor he forgets himſelfe, thinking the 
Creatures can hide him from the Creator, which is an ab- 
ſurd thing to thinke,ſeeing nothing can be hid from him: Heb.4.r5. 
neither would any, I fay, adde drunkenneſſe to thirſt, or 
heape finne ypon finne,or ſufferan euill thought to rake 
place in him,ifthey conſider that the iuſt ehowah beheld 

| them in all their very thoughts. All thoſe thar pitie /onah, 

| let them pity themſclues; for if wee conſider our owne c- 

| ſtate, ve haue as many,and as foulc ſinnes in vs, as there 

were in Jexah, yea in Niniue. ſoxah confeſſed his ſinne, 
\ that we might confeſſe. He confeſſed it freely,he confel. 
% ſed it fully, that he knew his Maſters will, but not onely 
did it not, but alſo tooke another courſe quite contrary 
| to that which hee commanded : andthat not in purpoſe 
onely,bur inJeed alſo ; not for an houre,but a long time; 
+ aot in ſtrugling with his weakneſſe, bur in a profound 
vngodly careleſneſſe, or in ſtriuing to ouer-maſter his 
conſcience,accuſing him for his wickedneſſe. And where. 
fore hath he written it ? but to admoniſh vs narrowly to 
looke ro our ſclues ,and mantully ro fight, tharwe ma 
ſtand where hee fell ; and when wee haue fallen, as 
freely and fully to confeſſe it to God alwaics 
and to man alſo, when wiſedome 
commands. 


IL 
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Atorning Prayer 


\  Fterna)l God, and mercifull Father, which 
arr the light chat no man can attaine vnto, 
and yet by thy maruellous lightneſſe, dri. 
£ ueſt away the darknefle ofthe night, and. 
25 (haddow of death, and by thy grace en- 
ve lighteneſt all thoſe , that being:in datke- 
neſſe come vnto thee: I thy vnworthy ſeruant,doe bleſfe- 
and prayſe thy moſt holy Name, for allthe mercies and 
gracious benefits, that from time to time I hauereceiued 
from thee; and moſt humbly thanke thee, that thou haſt 
vouchſafed me this fauour, to paſſe this nightin ſo quiet 
and comfortab!e ret, and haſt brought meagaine toſce. 
and enioy the light of the Morning. Andnow I beſeech 
thee,O Lord, of thy infinit goodnefſe and mercy, by the 
merits of my bleſſed Sauiour, that thy mercifull compaſ- 
ſion may this day be extendedto me;that being enlighte= 
ned with thy grace , I may not bee carried away by the 
power of darkneſſe, toſpend this day after the luſts and 
pleaſures of my owne corrupt mind; but that I may with 
all care and conſcience, follow thy Fatherly will, which 
thou haſt revealed vntomee in'thy holy word, Increaſe 
in mee (OLord)all ſpirituall gifts and graces, and beate 
downe in mee all carnall and corrupt afte&ions.: enable 
me by thy bleſſed Spirit, in ſome meaſure,both to with- 
Rand that which js euill, and to performe whatis good 
and pleaſing yntothee ; and that neither by my owne 
negligence,nor thepower of any temptation, which cy- 
therthe World, the Fleſh,orthe Diuell ſhall perſent vnto 
me,1 be driuen away froma true faith,but may Jay a” 
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Prayers. 

of thoſe gracions promiſes, that thou haſt made vnto ms 
in leſus Chriſt my Sauiour. Diſpoſe (© Lord) the thicke 
miftsand clouds of my finnes, which corrupt my ſoule, 
and darken my vnderſtanding , and waſh them away (TI 
moſt humbly beſcech thee ) in the precious bloud of thy 
Sons Paſſion, that ſo I may bce acknowledged for one 
of thine Ele&,when I ſhal appeare before thy Iudgement 
Scat.Giue me a will carefully to follow my vocation, & 


let thy blefſing be ypon me in the ſame : blefſemein my | 


body,in my ſoule, and in whatſocuer belongs vnto mee? 
lighten my minde, and inflame my heart with a loue of 
thoſe things that are good; & as my body ( by thy pow. 
cr ) is riſen from ſlcepe,{o my ſoule may daily be raiſed 
from the lumber of ſin,and the darkneſle of this world, 
andſoboth together may enioy that cuerlaſting light 
which thou haſt prouided for thy Saints , and purchaſed 
with the bloud of thy deare Sonne our Sauiour Icſus 
Chriſt : to whom with thee, O Father, and the bleſſed 
Spirit, be all honour and glory for cucrmorc. «Ame, 


Encning Prayer, 


O Almighty and cuerlaſting God, the Father of mer. 
cy,and God of all conſolation,that hy thy mercitull 
prouidence, defendeſt all thoſe that walke before rhee, 
and pur their truſt in thee: I poore and miſcrable Sinner 
(vnworthy. of the leaſt of thy fauors)do yet preſume(in 
the name and mediation of Ieſus Chrilt ) to preſent my 
ſelfe before thee, and to offer vp this poore Sacrifice of 
praiſe &thankſgiuing vnto thee, that thou haſt nouriſhed 
and preſcrued me by thy power, and haſt guided & go- 
uerned me by thy Word andSpirit : and (as for all other 
thy bleffings)ſo for that mercy that hath this day accom- 
panied me, whereby I hauc both bin preſerued from ma- 


ny finnes,thatthe wickedneſſc of my nature was inclined 
vine 
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Prayers. 

vnto,and alſo dcliuered from many puniſhments,thart the 
finnes thatl haue committed haue deſerved: I moſt hum- 
bly beſcech thee,in the merits of Chriſt Ieſus, to pardon 
and forgiue mee all my ſinnes, whicheither. ji ws 
word , or deed, I hauethis day , or any time hereto 

commitred againſt thee; whether they be the fins of my 
youth,or of my age, the Gnnes of omiſſion or commiſſi- 
on, whether wittingly er ignorantly committed : good 
Lord,pardon them vnto mee,and let them not cauſe thee 
this night(as iuſtly thou maicſt do)to take vengeance of 
me, but be mercifull vnto me,O Lord,in forgiuing the c- 
uilbT haue committed, in ſupplying the good thar I haue 
omirted,in reſtoring me to that which I haue loſt, in hea 
ling my ſores,in lightning my blindneſle,in clenfing my 
filthinefſe,and in altering the whole courſe of my corrupt 
mind, that I may be diuerted from that which is euill, & 
enabled to performe that which is a greeable to thy bleſ« 
ſed will and Word. And Lord,as thouhaſt this day pre- 
ſerued and kept mee in ſafety , ſo I moſt humbly beſeech 
thee to protect mee this night from all danger, both bo» 
Gily and goſtly,and to giue mee ſuch quier and comfor- 
table reft,as may enable mee to walke on inthat vocati- 
on, wherein thou haſt placed me,and that I may both bee 
deliuered from the darknefſe of this preſent night, and 
may allo cſcaþe that enerlafting darkneſſe, which thou 
haſt prouided farth6ſe, that without Repentance conti= 
nue 1n their ſins ; from which,good Lord,deliuermeand 
all thoſe that belong vmo theezand that for the merits of 
the death and paſſion of my bleſſed Sauiour Teſus Chriſt: 
in whoſe name I continue my Praiers for my ſelfe, & thy 
a Church, ſaying,as he hath taught vs;Owr Fathers 
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0 Lord, 


ord God our Heauenly Father, wee thy poore and 
APyretched creatures, giue thee moſt humble and har. 
tie thankes for our quict and ſafe ſleepe , and for rayſing 
vs vp from the ſame. Wee beſeechthee for Teſus Chriſts 
ſake, to proſper vs this day in our labour and rrauel that 
it may be co the diſcharging of our duticin our vocati. 
ons , principally ro thy glory; next,tothe profit of this 
Church and Common-weale: and laſt of all, to the bene. 
fit and content of our Maſters.Grant deare Father, that 
we may cheerefully and conſcionably doe our buſineſle 
and labours, not as men-plcaſers,but as ſeruing thee our 
God , knowing thee to bee the chiefe Maſter of vs,and 
that thou ſceſt & beholdeſt vs with thy fatherly cies who 
haſt promiſed reward to them that faichfully and truly 
walke in their vocation, and threatned cuerlaſting dearth 
and damnation to them, thaedeccirfully and vickedlly 
doe their workes and labours/We beſeech thee © hea- 
nenly Father, to giue vsthe ſtrength of thy Spirit, that 
godly & glad! rs and that 
thetediouſt 


